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M. ARM oN RY L, If an author, bas 
been ſo deſervedly admired, that 
any work coming from him muſt be welt 
eſteemed; Beliſartus therefore wil be u- 
_ tiverfally read, not only 2s 2 romance or 
faltkorable nobel, but a as 4 deſetiprion of = 
cuſtoms and manners of the. times. 3 
| Here we ſee repreſetited, in the moſt lr. 9 
bing manner, che eauſes and reaſons that 1 
1 occaſio ied che downfall of 2 a great, em- 132 
pie This ſeems to be a work caleuls- 
ted for kings, miniſters, and the people in 
A 2 
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ir Tux 'FRANSLATOR's PREPAET.. 
general. The reader will here find Be 
Larius placed in a moſt beautiful ligbt; as 
2 friend to civil and religious liberty; a 
brave and humane general; a ſtateſman 
diveſted from every private intereſt, ani 
maiated only with the love of his country; 
| and an enemy to all perſecution. | What: 
will fill raiſe our ſurprife to a greater 
height is, is, to find an author, Pia « vith- 
1o o ſtrong a ſenſe of ' liberty, born; under 
the French government. He has been : 
fince ſent to the Pts Lo Ss ard fo 
10 his moſt cx oellent p 171 


Ti þ % 


99 n having added 
- notes, though from. Greek; authors, this 
being, the Faſhion ar preſent. io F range bY 
Rv mong the beſt writers, the tranflate 
| thought proper to tranſlate han into 1 
8 Engliſh, for the benefit of thoſe who do 
not underſtand 4 the Latin language, which 
be flatters himfelf ne 
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5 opular « opinion than an hit 4 
wur this optnlon has Been 
eee aach Was gg 


4 ans b bewoie fo familiar, 
# cher he f is ſcarcely + Few viewed 51 in the 5 
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But I have not paid the leaſt regard, to. 
that ſcandalous libel which is aſcribed to 
him, under the title of ANECDoTEs. or 
SECRET HISTORY. The indigeſted- maſs 
of groſs abuſe and palpable falſhood is to 
me ſufficient eyidenee, that this is not the 
work of Procopius, but the produet of 
fome paltry „ OK r — 
weak. * as 2 : Wh ah of OA ty 


A 


. writers in aa 
| Procopius, none who followed him far 
| the ſpace of -five hundred years make 
mention of theſe Anecdotes.  Agathias, 
comenporary with our author, in enume: 
rating his works fays not a word of this. 
3 INE: choſe to conceal. it, they may. tell 

; yet at feaſt three hundred years af- 
25 it ought to have: heen publiſhed, the 
earned Photius * have known * 
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4 * * co TRI of 1 — ben poets to . | 
the W e Sex Men. 0 N ed F Ne * 
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bur it is certain he never dick Pry | 


| who gives this contemplible ſatire to Prov | 
copius; andthe! moſt part of the learned, 


5 niſhing, that the Illuſtrious author of the 


* Spirit of Laws ſhould pay ſuch reſpect to 
- libel anten forged. 1 8 kpog NE 
| that ul vield to che boree of _ * 


P R bn & 6 


y is the ficlh 


writer of the eleventh cents 


N. without Fe . have n 


hank Sd = thinoum — work. ok 


our author; ſome have flaily denicd. itz 


and of this number. is Eichelius, in the 
preface and remarks on his edition of that 
dook, He ſets out with ſhe wing, that is 


is neicher true nor probable, that Proco -; 


pius could be the author; and adds, that 
ſuppoſing he were, ſuch. abuſive, fnamer 


fal and ridiculous.dectamation- was ute: 
of credit. It is indeed altos | 


4 * voſlus, Grotins, Ae, W a 5 55 
4 pere coast, li More 44. 9 


wi THE AC THORs 
Tine eed credible t t a ſtateſman; a man 
much teſpected by the age in which: he li 
ved, merely for the pleaſure of tradueing 
them who loaded him with favours, fnould 
chooſe ſo far to diſgrace himſelf as to o- 
blige poſterity to conſider him either as a 
malicious libeller, or guilty of the moſt 
fervile fattery? Is it (credible that a wri- 
ex; in other reſpects fo judicious, could 
Have been fo totally loſt toſenſe and ſhame; 
as to deſire poſterity to take, on his bare 
affertion, Juſtin, the wiſe and virtuous old 
man, for a beſotted fellow, for a crazy 
elowniſh idiot : even that very Faſtin, who 
from the moſt obſcure and meaneſt ſtation 
in the army, by his valour and extraordi- 
nary talents raiſed himſelf- to the higheſt . 
office and honour, and at laſt by the joint 
fuffrages of the fenate, the people, and the 
army, was elected emperor. Who can be- 
RBieve that a man, who had written the hiſs 
_ tory of his time with ſo much candour, 


ag and kaqnkedge, could thus ay of 


| Jutinian, That he was ſ 
as eee ſuffers irfol tobe led by 
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are ba 1155 meer 

ic the empire, AAR 
produce ſo-many-nor- ſh great:ealarttivies? 
10 it-t6 be-believeds char alter haxipjg/ na. 


deſpiled by t 

2 a. madman? ad alk this . 
the very time of his greateſt glory | 
by driving: the Huns from Thrace he was: YA 
acknowledged: the faviour of the te, = 
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FTnos E who i imagine chey can _—_— 3 
the- original Greek: the fte of Froh. 
do they at the fame time diſcover: his 4 
Eccity and good ſenſe 2 Suppole 
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rateful ro/his benefacto GG 5 
et could he think childiffr declamations 
alone ſufficient both to recalf his former 
penegyricks, an overthrow the facts on 
_ whichithey were built That the Riſto- 
rian Procopius ſhould {crioully engage to 
_ prove in form, that Juſtimzan and his mi- 

Fiſters were not men; but demons in hu - 

man ape: Of ſuch inconſiſtent folly 1 
mould hardly belle ve him capable, though 
all his contemporary writers had atteſteq 
much greater reaſon habe I now to 
doubt; when the! fact⸗Aepends ſolely ups 
dn the dubious teſtimony of a ſingle man, 
of a man who Na five hundred years 
—_— Roi ig Ed. 40 2!) Pager 
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25 ac 55210 T ca eng 550 voivbl yd 
Taz workfallely aſcribe toPtocopius 
bave not at all minded: it is only his au- 
| thentic hiſtory: F have confulted; and from 
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but above all, that unparalleled humanity, | 
the foundation of all his other virtues, and 
| 4 which made him the object of the peo 
1 HE s adoration. *© The citizens of By- 
X * zantium,” ſays he t.! took the greateſt 

pleaſure in looking upon Belifarins a 
. he walked daily forth to the forum. A | 

« comely and gracef ul perſon , a noble and 
majeſtic ſtature adorned this hero. So 
4 humble, ſo affable, ſo caſy of acceſs, that 
in theſe things he reſembled one of the 
. a: loweſt rank. An munificence. towards 
his ſoldiers he exceeded all. Towards 1 

the labonrers and peaſants his care and 

- indulgence was ſuch,-that when Beliſa- 
nus led, they followed, and felt no pain. 
The corn whilſt in the fields he care- 
4 fully protected from the injuries of the 
« cavalry; and not a ſoldier durſt touch 
* the other fruits without the conſent * 
* their owners. i” 
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N n 1 was near tbe end or 1 3 
1 N reign, when that emperor being well 
| ſtrieken i in age, the ſtate, grown fee- 
K ble by long and violent exertions, 
ſhewed the utmoſt ſymptoms of decay. The 
_ adminiſtration through all its departments was 
corrupted; the authority of the laws were tram 
pled upon; the public treaſure given up to pri- 
vate avarice; and military diſcipline quite for- 
gotten. Diſtreſſed by a perpetual ſucceſſion 
of wars, the emperor was at laft' obliged ſhame- 
fully to ſue for peace from the hands of his e- 
nemies; while the ſmall remains of his armies 
were overcome with indolence, and grown 2 
| Govorighr burthen t to government, "TRE: X 
B 


5 a party regaled themſelves at a ſumptuous caſ- 
tle i in the dominions of Thrace, when an ac- 
count was brought, that an old blind man, con- 


ed 


S DOLL IISCSATIDUS 
mandeis of theſe diſpirited ſoldiers gave tem- 
_ ſelves up to all forts of pleaſure and debauch- 


. ery ; their only virtue ſeemed to be ſometimes 
employed in the chace, which they imagined a 


reſemblance of war, as they had no other ex- 


pedient left to deliver them from the moſt _ 


plorable ſtate of the hypochondriaecks. | 
Om evening, after the Uiverſions of the dy 


ducted by a young boy, begged of the compa» 
ny their hofpicable relief and entertainment. 


The whole company being compoſed of youths 
of the maſt render ſentiments, the poor old man 


was admitted. It was now the latter end of 


harveſt, when the ſeaſon began to be pinchiag. 
and as the old venerable ſtranger. was almoſt 


lar ved with cold, they e Care bim 
the ſeat neareſt the fire. 5 


TkIx ſpirits being elevated hy hee plen- 


tiful repaſt, the troubles of the ſtate became at 
laſt the ſubject of their diſcourſe. An unbound- 
ed field here was opened, and difappointed. va- 
nity allowed every freedom of ſpeech. There 
Was not one ſingle perſon in the company but 
Who expatiated on the wonderful exploits he 


had already.performed, and far greater that he | 
wight and wouk! hare dane, had he vt been | 


2 
3 
* * 


. _AEnINSARDUS 3. 
overlooked and neglected. They governed the 

XZ whole world over their bottle, and taouglm the 

whole miſeries of the ſtate entirely owing to 

the not employing men of n e m 

| 8 and diſcretion. : (50 


F the fem attentivetothis elub of politicians;thews | 
ed a countenance of pity, mingled with ſmiles, 
One of the company obſerving it; venerable fir, 
= ſays he, you ſeem to be diverted with our con- 
. baer nete replied the worthy od 
* pardon me, Sir, not very agreeably; it is 
light nk frothy, abies elſe being to be ex- 
peed at your time of life. The whole com- 
pany were ſurpriſed at his anſwer. I make no 
auen every one of you think 
your complaints well founded, and that vou ne- 5 
8 woke r but that is a 
principle founded eee 
al has for himſelf, and therefore ought not to 
fore and be-ſorrowful, that the empire has loſt 
all irs ſtrength and dignity, and that the prince, 
weighed down with old age; is obliged to hear 
and fee through unfaichful ſervants; not being 
in a condition to ſee and judge for himſelf in 
ſo general a calamiiy. Tis below: patriotick 
principles to think only of yourſelves — Thac 
Was *. faſhion of the times of old, * re- 
: - 3083 5 


BD. 
in 


4 B ELIS ARI on 8 
plies one of the young ſiriplings at table; eve» 
ry one was ſo virtuous as to think edible of 
himſelf; but the mode is altered now, and eve 
1 man thinks only for himſelf. The venera - 
ble ſtranger replied, if that be the caſe, you are 
very properly rewarded; you deferve nothing 
elſe hut neglect. What do you mean! faid the 
.. Folting- gentleman to whom this ſpeech was 
addreſſed, after our admitting you into our com- 
pany, and regaling you with our repaſt, do you 
_ affront us in this mannet ? Very far from it, 
replied the venerable old man, all the return 
can make for your . 
un honeit truth. +: | mar zt u 
Tux young Tiberius W to be one 
of the company. was ſtruelc with the wiſe obo 
ſer vations of the hoary headed ſtranger, and 
ſaid, I muſt confeſs that your obſer vation is 
ſounded on wiſdom; but it is mixed wich a great 
degree of ſpleen; and the public ſpirit which 
vou recommend is without doubt a virtue, but 


I can by no means call it a duty. The good 


_ old man replied, in the tone of à commanding 
Nrain, it is the baſis of your duty, and the foun- 


4 | ation of all the military virtues. Wboſoever 


becomes a patriot, and would dedicate bimſelf 
to the ſervice of his country; ſhould conſider it 
ads infolyent: though he meets with an ungrate- 


7 — or ö 


| though the caprice or bad principles of the „ 
iter ſhould endeavour to depreſs him. The 
common ſoldier, I muſt own, may: for the ſabe 
F dai bread, and the booty ahat he may ſomes - — 
times get, hazard his life for this ſmall reward. 
This obſer vation has frequentlyubeen nd E; 
but you, Sir, being born a gentleman, wih 
whom to live is to enjoy, hen you leave the 
| ter ſcenes of life, and expofe vourſelf co all 
1 the. fatigues and trouhles of wur, it is to be ſup- 
bpoſed you do it upon a fat nobler and better 
principle; that. you eſteem neither titles, rank, 
XX xox the favours of the ſovereign, by giving yur-— 
ſelves up to the ſet vice of the public: but if, 
on the contrary, you value theſe more than the 
public, you are na more than the. meaneſt ſlave, - 
I make na doubt but all you young gentlemen 
will chuſe what agrees beſt with the inclinati- 
ons of your own minds. The company repli- 
ed, according to your way of arguing, you ſeem 
to place ſovereigus in a very eaſy condition. 
The blind ſtranger. replied, if I was to addreſt 
| wyſelf to ſoyereigns, I ſhould tell them, that 
as it is your duty to behave in a diſintereſted 
manner, ſo is it theirs ta be upright and juſt. 
What then, is it net juſt to give merit its juſt 
recompence {—Moſt certainly ĩt is; but ho re- 
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and if he omits to do it, it is his fault. But to 
purſue the argument ſtill a little furtber: if 
euch of us was to weigh our own merits, are 
Xe fure we ſhould hold the balance with an 
even hand? To make this appear in a more 
ſtriking light; in order that every one ſhouid | 
receive enough to ſatisfy his utmoſt wiſhes, it 
— — 2 pn have 


+ ion? This, you ſee, oon never be 
ps —·[ Us will therefore fix it 
un variable crath, chat government may fore 
times want penetration, and even equity; but 
ſtill it will de more wiſe and diſcerning, and 
more equal in its appointtnents, than if it was 


to depend intirely upon the character, that 
each candidate would give of himſelf— The 

young maſter of the feaſt, being diſpleaſed at 
this diſcourſe, in an angry tone, ſaid, pray, 
bo are you, who talk to us in this dau eg 
Heliſarius, replied the good old man. | 
Tux were all ſeized with — 
and ſurprize at the name of him, who had con- 


they were ſo confounded, that they hung 
down their heads with bluſhing countenances, 

not minding that Boliſarius was blind. Tibe- 
be: ant at Cu 2 1 Waſtrious' 1 — 


an EO OO 


BN 8 


4 EAM » 
| bligedfor hirty years for ics ſplendor and flou · 
riſhidg condition, how art thou requited for 


3 J all thy labours and fatigues! changed; with . | 
high treaſon, loaded with irons, and puniſhed 


with the loſs of thy ſight 2 5 yet, tho'ꝰ thus | 


3 inbumanly treated, you ſtill continue to.recoms 
1 man the principles of public liberty and = 


ve of your country,—Beularius-re- 


A plied, from whom are you to learn ſuch leſs 
= ſotis? not ſurely. from the ſlaves of à court; 
BF they will never talk in this (train. Ohl abo- 
= minable ingratitude ! ſaid Tiberius, interrupte 


ing him; diſtant ages will. never give credit to 
the ſad tale 1 

that I was ſome 
tho' I had made death familiar, and would 
Have gloried in dying in the ſervice of my 
country, I never expected to be puniſhed in 
this anner; but there is: no great: difference 


1 45 moſt tail ů —— met the 
virtues of my heart, my character: the ſervices 


1 have done a court, may be forgot, bat 
. tho! DHS Soap tag. 
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= Tur e now, Ane * admiration, 
| begged of him that he would ſit at the table. 
3 Wes A e mou _ at 2 . 
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8 BELISARIUS 
ſeated near the fire. They however, ſhewed 
bim all poſſible marks of regard. and preſſed 
him to accept the beſt — ee t1 bat 
he would accept of nothing but ſtraw. IhOoW/-- 
ever, will accept of your favours for abit oor | 
| boy, who leads me, as ſuch a bed wil, h 
not agree ſo well with his health. 11761 
' + Next morning, by break of day; Reli. 
us left the caſtle before his friends- were ſtir- 
ring. As ſoon as they aroſe, they propoſed g0· 
ing in ſearch of him, to furniſh bim with the 
means of making the 3 Journey more eaſy and 
comfortable to him. But Tiberius oppoſed 
| = meaſure; for this reaſon that he i mag in | 
ed, Belifarius would not lay himſelf under q- 
4 obligation to them nds 
| in tboefeerncon; one © of. Tiberius's . 
| 2 "a the, Ma moving: nah affe&ive Ate 
manner, the ſubſtance of what: had paſſed che 
evening before. Upon which, Joſtinianhear- | 
ing of it, deſired an interview with Tiberius. 
 *Tibþerivs, having narrated; the whole, added, i it 
is iwpofſible, Sir, that a mind fraught with ſuch 
noble ſentiments, could deſcend ſo low as to 
be guiliy of the confpiraey laid to bis charge. 
—= 1 * rern monk apt is inno- 
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was deſirous of an inter vie und begs 
= ged * ideriue immediately to find Bim/bur; and 
bring him to his caſtle; which command TI. 
berius received with joy, and immediately 
ng: Oey rg cur old gene- 
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1 Dis ARlus, hvihg enden charge to 
D his guide, not to mention his name, or who 
he was, tho* his majeſtick countenanes erery 
where ſpake in his favour, travelled on, beg 
ging his bread, towards the old ruinous caſtle, 

where his family expełted him. Arriing that 
night at a village, his guide ſtopped at a Houle, 
which, by its 1 nn a bhoſpita- 
__ wre 11 „ 4 mir wet” 3-8 
w ae i : ware Belifaritis's venerable 
aſpe& ſoon raiſed” his curioſity to know, who 
he was. A poor old veteran, fays Belifari- 
us, an infitwold ſoldier -A ſoldier! replies the 
maſter of the houſe, and I ſuppoſe that honour 
is your recompence!=-[t cannot be belped; ſays 
Beliſarius; tis the greateſt Wee upon a 
king, that he is unable to pay for all the blood 


„o BB LISA RIU. 

ſpilt in his ſervice. This reply ſo war med the 
heart of the maſter of the houſe, that he 
prefied Beliſarius t to e of bis e on 


paſt. * 
Tun 8 * edu ea 1 
bim to his wife; deren my dr, is a brave old 


veteran, who bears up under his misfortunes 


with a becoming fortitude of mind, and told : 1 


him to go forward, ſaying, be not concerned # | 


nor aſhamed of your condition inꝰa family, who 
have partaken of their ſhare of /misfortunes. 
Sit down, and till ſupper is made ready, pray. 
let me know what wars you have ſerved in: 
In the wars of e Ala n rp ge we 
Beliſarius. . 
Tuis 3 ne broke Gab Fog thi 
maſter. of the houſe. IF this be true then, 
you. was in every campaign with Beliſat ius? 
Tes, every campaign; we were never ſeparate. 
Was he not a man, whoſe ſoul was filled with 
every ſentiment of honour, conduct and forti- 
tude? Pray, is he ſtill living? for I have 
been in this ſolitude upwards of twenty - five 
years, and haye never heard what is deipg in 
the world. —Yes, Beliſarius is ſtilbalive —@ 
heaven, replied: the maſter of the houſe, pro- 
long his days I make no doubt but he is great 
ly carreſſed at court, and adored by every body. 
He is far gone in years now, but L make no 


— 


B E L TI S ARAI US n 
doubt, he will be as great in council now as 
formerly he was in the field; and if his advice 


i taken, it may be of more extenſtve uſe, than 
his valour was formerly. Beliſarius, upon 


hearing this, was inwardly ſoftened and charm- 
ed, and aſked, How did you know Beliſarias ? 


Supper being now om the table, ſaid the villa- 

ger. your queſtion will take too much time in 
anſwering ar preſent, but when we ate . 

l will oblige you with an anſwer. 4h 


W we Eaſt, but made not the leaſt mention of 


= From thoſe hints already thrown out, Be- 
WT 1ifarios imagined. his landlord muſt be ſome 
officer, who might have formerly ſerved un. 
der him; and was pleaſed” with his general, 
Ihe maſter aſked ſeveral queſtions during ſup- 
per, of the particulars of the wars in Italy and 


thoſe in Africa. Belifarius in a plain and ea- 
ſy ſtile ſatisſied his curioſity. At the conelu- 
ſion of the repaſt, let us drink, ſays the hoſt, 


to the health of the general, and may God re- 
pay him with his beſt bleſſings for all the e- 
vil he heaped on me! Beliſat ius replied with 
ſome emotion, did he injure you? I make 


no complaint, he only performed his duty. 


And in this ſchool of adverſity I have learned 
to compaſſionate the diſtreſſes of my fellow 

mortals. - As you have ſerved in Africa, ou 
muſt. have ſeen the king of the Vandals, the 


- * 


s BOELISANKTUE it 
| nnfortunats Gilimer, led in triumph, with bis i 
wile cad family by Belifarius into Conſtantino- 

You are now under the W roof 
of ahis uoſortunate Gilimer! Is this poſlible! 
replied Beliſarius; has the emperor not placed ⁶ 
yon in a better late Ves, to do him juſtice, 
be made very high offers; but to him who has 
been a king · and loſt bis crown, the only eonſo- 
Aton is a calm and lonely retreat from the 
world. And art thou Gilimer! replied Beliſa- 
rius Tes, I am that vanquiſhed prince, who 
as beſieged on the mountain of Papua, in the 
— * "We: marched by thatbrave officer 


educed to the utmoſt ex- 


ready to devour our 

r — he never ceaſ- 
ad to put me in mind of my miſeries, and this, 
with the confidence I had in the virtues of your 
Wich what a noble, generous and commiſe- 
rating manner did Beliſar ius receive me! and 
both by his oπ¼n example and comnrand did all 
in chis ſolitary retreat, and every one _ 
has heard my prayers for Beliſarius. 
= n OW ING NOPE torn of mind, 


eee de Bello Vandalico, lib. 
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A replied Beliſarius, that would make you bear 


ap ia ſo chearful a manner on that cold mouns | 
Maio, which gave you that lofty and ſerene air 


4 of contempt, when you appeared before Beli- 
farius; and on his day of rriumph gave you | 


chat air of magnanimity, which ſurprized all 


| F the beholders, even Juſtinian himſelf. 1 


1 W worthy gueſt, replied” Gilimer, every thing 
E- 7 that happens to us is really no more than what 


I we eſteem it' to be. If we conſider the world 
28 4 chatigeable thing, this will be a ſourco of 


tue fortitüde. In my foriner proſperity 1 


IT had'lived the moſt voluptuous of kings, aud 
from rhe higheſt degree of pleaſure was rams 
bed heddlang from my palace to a * Mooriſh = 
W priſon, where, T was obliged to repoſe my dil. 
treſſed body upon ſtraw, thankful for the , 
meaneſt and coarſeſt fare, tho? I received it 
from the hand of an enemy. From this ſitu- 
aon I was brought into captivity, loaded With 
4 chains, and. obliged to grace the ronqueror's | 
triumph. f * nder ſo much calamity, the heart 
muſt either break, or riſe typecior to al the. 
frowns of fortune. . 
py 8 COMPOSED foul, Vethid Belifarias, wy 
find many reſources; and, I hope, to add one 
more, to the many you, hare had, before we 


; | part, 85 4 12332 * 
* See Procop, 5 Belle vandlics lib It. 
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Mr KS now | dag 45 [ =Y * ta 
deep. In the morning. Gilimer,, atthe break 


of day, made it his ſirſt buſiaeſs to enquĩre how 1 
| his vegetable gueſt had, reſted all night. He 
found him ready dreſſed, wit 


band, fit to ſet out on his journey. He was 1 
ſurprized at this, having flattered himſelf, that 9 
he ſhould have bad the pleaſure of the compa- 


| ay; of buy brave 990 goes tor a few days Be: 1 


Bet to de excuſed, iner ming him that be bad 
a wife and danghter r, Who were miſc rable du. 
rang b his abſence, F. ar ewel! 7 and hean without 3 * 
ſurpcize, what remains. zo. be told von: 3 
e gs. 1am, Baie Wi never f. 5 5 5 
the kind entertainment Jou he 
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Et in bis old days! 1 is e, replied Belifarius; 
bis enemies to add to their other, crueley, Put 
Que bis eyes, before they eurned bim of 0 
beg his way thro' the world! —You' ſurprize 
me! ſays Gilimer; and, TS - Who. 985 5 3 

monſters, that cou guilty of ſy 1 
8 1 ee and © $7 1 
men accuſed me of deſigns upon | the crown, 
when my whole ambition was fixed upon bel 
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bis ſtick in his 


3 21 11 h 1 
£2 "They had ſo much gh 48 to ruin ihe, 
4 and 1 was oni in priſon if Tons.” © TH: 
1 este at letigth grew varrageous for my in. 
Worgement; add they were obliged to gie ax 
Ito the popular fury ; but. in reſtoring me to 
bert, they cruelly pi tout my eyes. It Was 2 
9 by the conſent o. f Juflinian, that this was done; 
| | this wound {trite ine fo the very heart! 8 „ 
Vas 2 witneſs of the zeal a 4d LE: BY ? 
fich 1 ſerved Bit: Aud ns tnt wo 
chi, T Idee and pity Him; "Xp be mould de 
We farforaged wich ſüch vile topbadtz, ans 85 
ein mate the etenig of his days et in darks 
Woes, 1 EET, my Gee failed ine, 
en I ühderttögd, tat he had paffed the Te 
fnitfeſentence The exttarioners themfelves J 
eite möted with pity; and proſtrate! rhem- 
ches ar hy el Now, thats be to God? 
al is over; F have but little time ro erawI * | 
bout blind a "1 #97. Tam edntenjed——Spend 3 
char tie then with me, * 'Gilithsr, under 
ctiis Bötptavfe roof: alt 1 hape it at your com- 
| mand; Benfartus thanked him; but töld him 
the ties of natur af affetidn obliged hin to er. 
Fire ic te ars of his family. dl ee 
Stürues pafted With him” with"; Woe * : 
1 Iuntande!hiseyesfaltowing itn, till he was quite | 
ft of Agbt. O worHly grandeur! whar'a 
ind thou thou W | 
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When the great, the venerable Beliſari 40s, is in | N 
ſiuch a bondition The poor peaſant is more q 


happy, who digs in his garden, than thoſe. who | RY 
hey Fe of the greateſt OK. - 1 1 A ' | 1 2 
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| ELISARIUS "MP now Apel LEED 
D the old callle, where his family | recided, 
who expected him with the utmoſt impatience, 
' when an unlucky accident happened, that made 
Him fearful he ſhonld never reach it. The 1 
inhabitants upon the borders of ibe empire were xz 
continually making incurſions into Thrace... A . 
troop ot Bulgarians had made an incurſion at 
that time, when the report firſt was made pub- 
lie, that Beliſarius, being puniſhed with, the. 
obs of his eye: ſight, was diſcharged from pri- 
ſon, and was journeying to- the habitation: of 
his family. The prince of Bulgaria imagin - 
iog from the cruelty Belifarius had: ſuffered, 
that he would join with any prince, who,would. 9 
revenge his wrongs, got intelligence of be. 
road he had taken, and: orders were diſpatch- = 
ed, to watch him in bis march. Near the e- 
vening, Beliſarius was overtaken: he had ns. 


- 
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| mover a * reſiſtance; 5 thin obliged bimta 


e | Ty ; 2 behind D | 
= ee, T0 ey ſafely truſt ydurſelf with us. 
1 41 2 they ; the king our maſter has the greateſt 
egard for your virtues, and is ſorry to heat of 
Werke unjuſt treatment you hae mer with. Be- 
+] 4 ade actes tkem whaveheir prince could want 
vieh him; He deſigns; replied/they;'ro- puniſh — 
: Wes feverelys Ah? ſays the oh“ 
worchy hero. I waut no revenge; his pity Teſ- 
tem as a piece: of eruelty; I only want to die in 
4 rte arms of my fatuily, and youwkeepme from: - 
tem. I wank oaly teſts as I am quite vorn 
out with fatigve, That you ſhall have imme- 
= Giately, replied'they; if the maſter of a caſtle in 
view is not upon his guard; and eee | 
ſtrongl a forceroiberatragktedsss (1 
& Pit icaſthe was the: — ld i 
7 vaticious:conttier, whos when he commanded - 
© in:chis army; had been guiley of the moſt un- 
heard of crueltics and robber its, by which he 
had acquired ten thouſand talents: “ © This was 
F obe of whom Beliſaviathed: complaineds. but he, 
Puuisgeuith indre of the fan wicked diſpaßti- 
on, had evaded the force of the laws;and: lived x \ 
apo tlie ſpoits:of others with i impunity. 
Tux party who were ſent to recotaoktre - 
re pot ted, that all was mirth OI + | 
989. 8 e 256,606 pon dana c 
C3, 
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the caſtle, on receiviog the news chat Beliſorĩ- 
us e in ſuch a manner. Vugr tofu 
pl mme 
in this manner, 


464 3s . no? 4 * DP 


the calamities of Belifarius, thioking it a Judg- 
ment ſent from heaven upon him for his crimes,, 
By this time the Bulgarians had taken poſſeſſi- 
on of theceurt-yard, ſword in band, leaving Be- 
| farius with a reſerved guard, while the en 
— body forced - themſelves into the banqueting- 
vom, when Beſſus and his company were - 
bliged to ſur render, and abjecily to beg their 


dee. They were all broùght forth to the 


Place where Beliſarius was. When Beſſus, ob- 
Ferne Belifarius on horſeback be immediately; 
_ knew him, and intreated for merey. Beliſari- 
ns pleaded much in their behalf, but was reſu- 


ſed; the commander ha ving poſitive orders to 


diſpatch them all as being bad men. The ſer - 
vants of the family expected the ſame fateʒ hay - 
ever, the commander. ordered them to attend, 
 whileheandhis eng an Re, . 
regsſing themſelves. - Ms Ne oe 20 

BELt1$ARIVUS now Play to-harangue: the 
. Bulgarians. It gives. me-great pain, ſaid he, 
| that the blood of my countrymen ſhould be fa 
a il is true, "Was a COVe- 
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TEM 518 | | 
Bess us eee in the midſt of his ſy- 
cophants and flatterers, who were ſporting wich if 
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1 _ rapacious man; - bak bane Bl... 
e autbor of a famine in Rome, hy his forces 
Malling the markers, end, wichout any feelings, | 
rr the poor, ſelling it out again ata, moſt en- 
r bitant price. The juſtice of Heaven has at 
Walt overtaken. him, and I amonly lorry vn" : 
Peſerved ſuch a deaths hut yer the 

Its having been done in my name, will de am; e. 
cual ſtain. upon. my, honour; 2nd heg gon 
in either diſpatch, me, or do nothing of this — 
erbarous nature while I am in our 7 5 


Hp pooled, they, 8 not, N Aer f 
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it Bet s callle... J 79. 0 Y (1 62 9 2K ts 1 
Wag they e F- nceis camp. 


4 B head commander in a tagte of j joy 


br acing, Beliſar ius, ſaid, Come, thou heroic, old, 
ik, and. fee. mbether, we Barbarians hare, 


i nf Rot. better. ſentiments, of true henour, than ydur 
uagrateful countrymen.” Impriſoned, punithed,, 


: 1 and now abandoned by the ſtare you. ſq fait -, 


ae upon che barbarous treatment hn 


fully ſerved, you. will find among us thoſe h. J 
will revenge Jour cauſe, After a ſumproa: 4 


T feaſt, at which the name of Beliſarius reſou; d- 
ed with loud acclamations, the kjng defired > 
private, audience with | bim in bis tent. u {= 


trious old general, faid be; I muſt. not expatic 
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by your advice'and Grection I ſhall be able 6% 
cuterminate them, and not led ve rhe leaſt trace 
__ of them upon earth. If you are not farrefedt | 
7 with: being the greateſt man in my dominions, A 
you ſliall ſhare'the governmett with me, and let 
the tyrant ok Byaantium ſee you after you have | 1 
1 Welly routen him. malee your triutmphlant en- x 
tt inte His imperial city. After es Mort rn, | b 
| ; Beliſarius replied, It is a long time fince I was - | 
remipted/wirht roye? dignity ? both'Ca cthage and F 
Italy were in my offer. Though I Was then | 
Fung and therefore a more proper ſubject for 4 
1 attbirion to work üpbu though then 1 aW- 
ſecurion rearing its head againſt me, yet T 
aden faithful to my pr ince and country; and 
therefore (H6uld” F accepr your offer now, I 
ſhould: Juſtify Juſtinian my ſovereign, for all the 
miſerſes he has made me fuffer. When I pro- 
_ miſedallegiance to the emperor, Thoped to find | 
Him jolt; 1 made nd reſer vation If 1 found bim 
= otherwiſe, to Wenge my O. I que rrel. 915 am 
= - cab able of treston, and at iny time f life; afs | 
| tel 15 my beſt Aapieg, you you might faiF in your 
Hopes and ' expeAtarions, and" then” you might, | 
with good: reaſon, reflet Upon me. Phe pre- 
ſent ; 3 of e makes che en 
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® appear an eaſy conqueſt z; bitt an 1 
Fours would perhaps rouſe him from his lan. 
Poor, and animate bis mind. with, new life, and 
j 4 Figour... Befides, the city. has numbers of peg: 
Pie inured to war, with many. noble comman- 
1 ners equal to ö Beli Urius, when in his-prime.; the a 
Ereut Narſcs, Mundus, Hermes, and Salomon 
* Zut if vou take my advice, leave the whole to 
me; Providence will bring about the down» 
all of that great empire. Lon yon may make 
roads into his dominions, but this I eſteem 
PW Þoly the work of robbers, . Juſtinian can egſf 
7 Wy form alliances with the neighbouring prin- 


A 


* 


Pes: there are none of them but what will he 


1 [ Pond of: an alliance with. him, and perhaps yqu, 


even yourſelf, would be fond of an alliance with 
Whim. Na, ſaid the Bulgarian, I never will hold 
Halliance with ſuch an ungrateful man; who,owes 


2 this all to you, and yet has rewarded. you ſo il 


Wor ic; But che queſtion at preſent between os 
is; whether you will reign in coneert with me 


# or not? My life is in your hands, replied Belts 
5 farius; but nothing can ever ſhake the fidelity. 
© 1 owe my lawful fovereign-: and was I capable: 


of ſerving him now, all the bad uſage L hate 


bad would: excite me the more to do him ſer- 


vice. Yours.is an extraordinary ſort of virtue, 
replied the Bulgarian prince. Thoſe people 


| 1 woo? imagine it — "es Reini- 


* 


1 inn TH 
* de sd a Arenadfhf Whiitioh, Lins E 80 
of nature being couferted bi the cher ach 
trate, this is the only foutidation: of | 2 order : 

sd (6tiery, chat he niember toute be bis own. 
Jus and a enger: thd as ir het ways Ehe 
_ diſcontehred” ſpirlt 614 be a rebel! ahh Ture- 
hen whb now Gurt me to pubiiſfi ly math 
Wilk nor give che Tame privilege 16 your OW 1 

fuibjdths 7 Tuey al Habe it fepled HE," Bur fel Har 
reſirains it WR Hit Uhe ea „Balffal lub re 
pied, with tis Viſud is tlie dnly felbtaiüt, au 
th ig che pt et of ſort Happfheſt. What fort 
of ſuberts 90 y0 go rern ? 4 people uſed to ra- 
Fin add plofider;. difs 7s heir eff tæſstrek, aint 
un bandes dyery vocion'of "the Fight ue 
price; and mates them webt ße bil) raGute 
des of ine vawable riches of Labour züud induf- 
try; and their onhy hupes of adväncing tem- 
_ ſelves ſeems to be in che ruin and Leftiaaits 
et their neighbents © Bit pleafe obfer ve the 
con ſequeriees of your botndieſs atubfiion ro lay' - 
wulle the empires you muſt leave Your "owl . 
territories without labourers, ' barter and vat. 
cultivated; by which means, in order to waits. 

tain ihe one half of the Hamm ſpecies, yod mut 
maſſacre the other; and your .πꝗw ſubjeas Boo 
mut fattem the land they cover win deſolati 
dcn. The end of all wars dught to be to enjoy 
de foi * _ ay the: 9 all dur: 


_ * ? 
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Irie Let; us break off our 5 Boy 
the Bulgarian, ,as Fee is eaſily extended 
where. w E have ſuperior f force, I obſerye-you 
are ſtill illoſtrious, even in your preſent melany 
choly fituation, and Vong firm loyalty deler ves 
a better recompence. The beſt tent is provie 
ded for you near our perſon: repoſe yourſelf 
this nig tf, and to-worrow direct your $91 


=; 3} J ft 4 8 183 * . F * T 
to cond ut you where e yau pled pleaſe to . 
1 in | S 
2 HE next day they parted, after the -king 


offered } him mary large preſents, which 3 
MA refuſed with a becoming conſtancy, as 
being the ſpgils of His country. All be could 
, forced te to ſecept, was only neceflary food for. _ 
im and bis ide; and the Tame; party 1 
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E18 Anus was now hn Ds 
. miles of the olq caſtle where his Family 
red ; he rook leave of his es arid Rn 


bop ng > his j Journey, i el 7.175 nen 


ge. 2 21 e 


bet; Ul nis arrival, be hats 58761 wir 
king, | Here 225 it; ; haut is be fo be ie 1 
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24” B EI I SAAT USA A 
Could not underſtand what this could mean · His [ 
. guide informed him it was a Whole family co= © | 
ming to meet him, the maſter of which accoſted | 
him in this manner: Venerable gentleman, may 
we aſk who you are? You may eaſily ſee, repli- | 
ed Beliſarius, that 1 am a poor mean beggar, 1 
and not a gentleman. . A poor beggar! replied 
the old villager; 1 ; chat is what occaſions our. cu- 
rioſity, for we are infot med, mean as you. ap- 
pear, you are Beliſarius. Speak lower, ſays be, 
and if my misfortunes move your pity, give me 
a lodging i inyour houſe ; which the honeſt coun» 
tryman immediately complied with... 
Uron coming into the houſe, he inform ned 
his ſon and two daughters who the ſtranger. 
was, and commanded them to return him the 
moſt grateful thanks for formerly protecting 
—_ them from the Huns, who laid waſte all before 
| them; informing them, that had it not been for 
Beliſarius, their little habitation would have 
been burat; their children killed before their 
faces; ſo that their all would have been totally | 
deſtroyed. Let us make. him all the _recom- | 
pence in our power, and lament for his misfor- ; 
tunes. 1 E's 
Berisanrvs was 2s ſenſibly 8 "wh — 
| | grateful. ſentiments of this little family, and 
could only adſwer them by mixing tears with 
is embraces, The two fond mothers PRE 


% „ 


„bes bh 


ed each their child, placing them on the gene. 
tabs knees. Tbe little infants. ſmiled in his 


face, and raiſing their arms ſeeſned to offer up 
their thanks. And do you now, ſaid Beliſari- 
us, think me an object of compaſſion? Is there 
a happicr man breathing than myſelf? But let 
me know how you came to have any knowledge 
of me? The old man replied, à young noble- 
man paſſed'through this place yeſterday; and 
aſked us if we had ſeen ſuch a perſon, deſcri- 
bing you, and deſired us to watch your coming, 
and Jer you know that a friend of yours expett- 
ed you at the place you were going to. We 
deſired to be excuſed the office, as we could 
not niegle& our buſineſs to look after blind beg: 
gars. Upon which, he promiſed to repay vs 
for all our trouble, at the ſame time informing 
us who you were; and commanded us to er 
you'all the regard in our power, informing us | 
of your ſufferings At the ſound of your name, 
our hearts leapt for joy. My ſon watched all 
night for his worthy general; for he formerly 
fought under your banner, when you droveout 
the invaders of Thrace,” My daughters took 
their poſt at dawn of day, and have been wait- 
ing wh: eager ex pectation ever Hite. To our 
inexprefiible joy we have now found you; there 
eee every thing in our power to graut 
* no * the young 2 more 
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in his power to give, but he cannot do it with = 
a better heart, or entertain 3 "_ _ B 


hearry . ity ret ids WY 
WrrLE the father thus talked to Shes gene- 1 


ral, the ſon ſtood motionleſs with ſurpriſe; his 
countenance diſplayed the nnn, that 


moved in his breaſt. "1" NR 
My worthy friend, replied Bckiſatins00 the 
. labonrer, I am obliged to you for the ten: 


der marks you ſhew of your gratitude. -Fhave 27 


| abundance to ſupport me on my journey; but 
let me know if your happineſs is equal to your 
generoſity ? you ſay. your ſon carried arms un- 
der my. command, I hope he behaves-in-a- du 
tiful and induſtrious manner ? Is he @ good huſ- 
band, and a good father ? He is all my comfort, 
replied the old man; he left the army on the 
death of bis brother: the honourable ſcars be 3 
has bear teſtimony. of his valour. He relieves ' 
me from labour, and is: the ſtaff of my old age; 


we is of a robuſt diſpoſition, and his wife of an 


amiable mild temper. I married one danghter 
to a virtuous young man, and they lire together 
with mutual happineſs: every thing goes onto 
my heari's content. They have begotten chil- 
d xen. and in them | fancy I am renewing. ny. 
age. This makes me rejoice at the thoughts 
of my diſſolution, hoping that they will be 0 4 
honour to my memory. I envy your conditi- 
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n, faid Belifarius. I had two ſons; they! both 
expired at my fide; I bad placed my future joys - 
aud hopes upon them. Thave only one daugh- 
JF | ter remaining, and ſhe has too much ſenſibility 
for her condition and my own. But, blefſed be 
God, my two boys died fighting in defence of 
the liberties of their country The young man, 
XZ who had been liſtening all this while uch the 


utmoſt attention, found his ſoul all on fire. 
Tux ſupper, conſiſting of plain country bios 
9 being ſerved up, Beliſarius entered into laviſly 
| 4 encomiums on the happineſs of a retired ſtate of 
life, to which the great are ſo much ſtrangers, 


23 The young ſoldier continued ſilent all the time 


of ſupper, with his eyes fixed on his good old | 
general; and the more his attention was fixed, 
the deeper gloom overſpread his countenance; 
My ſon, ſaid the old villager, is here recalling 
to his memory all your battles; he obſer ves you 
Z with an attentive eye. I make no doubt, ſays 
HBeliſarius, but he finds it diffiault to · recollec 
his general. The enemies of my general;ſays 
the young ſoldier, have let looſe their malice to 
deface him; but he is too near the nn his 
ſoldiers ever to be forgot by them. ; 
Wu Belifarius took leave of chis ai fax 
I thus the young ſoldier deſired that he might 
bare the honour of conveying him part of the. 
4 oad. As they pol. along, he deſired that 


4 
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the young guide might go before, as he had 
ſomething material to communicate io his gene · 
tal. The condition they have left you in, ſays 
he, fills me with indignation, fo that 1 look with 
horror on my country; as I formerly fought 
boldly in her ſervice, 'fo now I repent every 
drop of blood I ſpilt in her cauſe. My houſe 
is become deteſtable to me, and I look with pity 
an the children I have brought into this bad 
world. Is there any country, replied Beliſari- 


us, where ſometimes real goodneſs receives not 


ungrateful treatment for its reward? The young 
ſoldier replied, the outrage they have commit- 


ted on you is far beyond any thing that was e- 
ver done in any country. | Pray, who was the 


author of ir? nothing ſhall ſlop me from tear- 
ing out the villain's heart. I will immedistelxe 
leave my wife and children to the care of Pro- 
vidence, and fet out to revenge your cauſe. 'T | 
admire your brave and generous conduct, ſays 
| Belifarius; elaſping him in his arms, but'T can- 
ot conſent that ſo brave a man ſhould become 

a murderer. Reflect a little, you are the ſtaff 
of your old father, the ſupport of your wife 
and children, therefore do not hazard your 
hie for a decrepid old fellow like me; this 
will not either reſtore my fight or my youth a- 
gain. I know that, replied the young ſoldier ; 
vt this example EEE Vengeance 2 upon 
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E | F? * will Arike / into every guilty 
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mind. 1 will ſeize the madm though 


| 1 be had hold of the horns of the.altaryor.were 


roſt rate at the feet of the n rch, will ſtrike 


1 = N his heart, and thunder in his 


| car, Beli faruus /trikes the blow. Beliſar ius re- 5 


| you. to do, this? Have 1 transferred any right 


1 oyer to you, Which I have, not my ſelf ? or do 


| you mean to aſſume a right in defiance to every 

| bw? If. e. was truly and judy, adminif- 

| depend upon the Jules of his. ö duntry z but 
there. is ſo little regard paid to the. cauſe 


4 | of.igngcence and virtue, it is time to abjure ci- 


vil ſociety, and natural juſtice ought to take 
lace,: My brave fellow, replied Beliſarius, this 
is: x king. like a lawleſs.ruffian} Toſcethe laws + 
Eryerted to bad purpoſes, is indeed, grierousz 

it would be.ſtill more grievous, were th 
to. ſuffer open violatiop, The total overthrow | 
1 Jaws would be, worſe than an infeebled cone 
buten, You think f it beſt to ſtrike guile with 
error, and yet, you are going (9-encourage. it 
your own example. I ſee you are ſenſibly. 
touched. with, my misfortunes, but let it neyer 
be ſaid, that virtue guided Wale * 2 maui 
derer- W 1 Gin 7 wa 
"i Hap. their e bs og oldie. - 


15% 4 4 dn 0 &2 1 * Sos 


| Pld in an angry tone, pray what. right have I 
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er, been wrecked upon me, I would have for- 
given it. and bore it with fortitude; but when . 
zit bas fallen upon ſo great, fo good a man as 
Beliſarius, 3 it makes me quite tremble to think Y 
of it. T muſt —_— J cannot forgive it! 
5 Beliſarius r eplied, I am fenfible that it is no- 
thing but my intereſt, that provokes you: bot 
let metell you, if I wantedtorevengemy wrongs, 
whole nations are at my command. My ad- 
vice to you is to keep your life for any glori- 
ons'occafion that may happen, to lay it down 
= —— . ele fight for 
oY your prince. wes n ee 
—— abated the ardoar'-of 4 
young ſoldier. Forgive me, noble general; 
faid he, it was the outrage committed upon 
yon, which drove me to this haſty reſolution; 1 
1 hope, therefore you will excuſe my over» 
heated zeal. 'Belifarius replied, -I not on 
forgive, but admirethe noble emotions of your 
generous foul; - your family will ſtand in need 
; _ of your advice and protection; let your children 
imdibe from you an averſion to the enemies ot 
' Belifarins, vyho are the Scythians, the Huns 
the Bulgarians, the Sclavonians, the Perſians, WM 
and all the enemies of my country. Thou 
mnraele of virtue, replied the young foldier, 
= children hall grow up in hatred from 
cradle againſt xm, and as inevitable & 
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| ils mix in all ſtates, all the good 
do, is not to deſetve the portion, that may be 
| his jot; whenever 1 fee the laws'pery 
and the ptoſperity of bad men ſhould move 
tiak on Beliſar ius. 


* . 


vill in the place be proper to give an aceount 


to him, when he was f 


ſeized, and dared 40. peifien;.£coit,41l © 


On the night he was ar firſt n 


Jails and loaded with | irons; all bisdoineſticks 


and defpair into which his wife, Autonina, and 
his only daughter, Eudoxa, were throw, are 
better to be imagine than defcribed. However; 
Antonina from the great iatimaey, that had 
ſubſiſted between her and the empreſs, and the 

ſhe had received from her hand, 
flattered herſelf, that her apprehenſions were 
not well founded; and that Theodora at leaſt 


LIS A RAI Us. 
hope, ſhe attended the levee: of the 
mpreſ e e moſt humble poſture, in 
the face of: the whole court, deſired, that 2s 
Belifarius had ſo often ſaved: and detended the 
empire, that he might have 2 fair and open 
trial; and that his enemies might be conſront- 
od with him. Theodora deſired her to riſe, 
and with cold and indifference replied.; if. Be- 
| liarius is not guilty, he has nothing to fear, and 
if it ſhould prove otherwiſe; his maſter's well 
elemency will plead in his favour: An- 
' tonina-was: ſtruck dumb with this cold recep- 
I, e with the concluſion of it; 
returned in the utmoſt diſtreſs : and. trou : 
bie. bi Hd omen. doom, if; poſſi» 
ble have ſhunned her, had ſho not ſpoke to himt 
he was the firſt lord of the treaſury, and the 
favourite of thie empreſs. She deſired him to 
inform her, what crime Beliſarius was charg- 
ed with. Barſames replied; Lam totally,igno- 
Tant; J make it whelly my buſineſs to atiend 
io the duties of my ſtation, and would every 
officer, of the crown do the ſame, the peace of 
the world would not be ſo much ace 
i 1 25 5 {55078 
| 8 fans rata raps iini is. —— 
3 fear the plot is deeper laid than, I imagined. 
8 few 10 after FRY met ame vb Was . 
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9 | 6d; he would not condeſcend ſo far as to hear 
; # | her, but put her off with a cold compliment 
aid he was ſorry for her misfortunes, but was 
ſo hurried with buſineſs,” that be could not 
¶ſtop to ſpeak with her. Soon after which, 
the order came for her and her daughter to 
be baniſhed to che old caſtle, . nn 
them. 44 . 3 2 
| Arr ewe was fo filled with-grief vented 
fight of this old caſtle in — that it threw 
her into a fit of ſickneſs. Soon aftet ſne 
to it, the beautiful — habe folr cho | 
moſt diſtreſs at the thoughts of her father Jaid 
in ee and her mother ſeized with ſiekneſs; 
and ready to break ber heart with anguiſh 
Thoſe thoughts not only employed her wal 
ing hours, but even bene were diftues 
bed by horrid dreams,” 0 0 

ANTONIA, haviog ene bn 
court, knew how litile fouls; whohaveno'vir- 
tue of their own, would rejoice and exult”at 
the oppreſſion and fall of fo great a'man'as 
Beliſarius! Oh, my daughter! ſaid ſhe, you 
have nothing to blame yourſelf for; ybur fas 
_ ther's advice in the midſt of all the flattering 
honours of a court, were little regarded by. 
me: he in vain counſelled me to beware” of 
courts, and place the whole of my happineſt 
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- there was more pleaſure to be found in domeſ- 
tick happineſs, than in all the gaudy ſplendor 
of a court. I conſidered his advice only as 
the effects of ſpleen; and his ſullen humour, 
as I imagined it was, L have ſometimes . com- 
plained of to his very enemies. Alas! how have 
I been deceived! I never ſaw: the precipice, 
till I was upon the brink of tumbling headlong 
from it. If you knew, my dear child, how I 
was ſeized, when I ſaw how the countenance 
of the empreſs was changed, who before was 
intirely ruled by my adsice! and with what a 


cold diſdainful air ſhe diſmiſſed me from her 


preſence, you would have been ſtruck with 
conſternation! That court, who the evening 
before ſmiled: with a general -complaiſance; now 

| ſecing I had loſt favour; and was expelled from 
it, not one of them ſeemed to know me, but 
_ every one ſhunned me as a plague. . 
Ano year: paſſed without any news of 

Beliſarius ; a conſpiracy was ſaid to be found 
out, the good old general was faid 10 be the 
author of it. His enemies, being bis judges, 
eaſily ſound him guilty of the treaſon, as all 
the principals of the conſpiracy: had ſuffered 


5 nene confeſſiug any thing of their leader; 
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ing chat death would fave them the trouble of 


bringiag him to -a fair trial. Thie old di: 
banded ſoldiery, who had always obſerved Be. 


hfarius's faithful and valiant ſervices, now be- 


aroſe, which at laſt terminated in a popular in- 


ing mixed with the people, an univerſal clamour 


ſurrection; they demanded he might be 


me diately ſet at liberty. This tumult enri 
gc the emperor and the empreſs. Th 
bperceising it, and as ſhe knew the emper 


r 
1 
. ＋* 2 52% — - 


voucbers for his innocence, they threatened 
to force the priſon doors, unleſs he was im! 


a 


eodora 
gat him to ſigu the horrid decree; to put out 


bis eyes, which was immediately done. Now 


ſeys he, let them have their darling genes 
ral, fince he is no longer able to command 


£ 


them. $8; 192.4477 $3330 0356; ALOHA aria 5 
A Loup ndiſe of rage and tumuli leck the 
city. When they ſaw that brave old general 
come forth; with both his eyes out. Beliſari- 
us ſtilled the tumult. My friends und fellow 


XZ ſoldiers, ſaid he, the emperor has been impoſ- 


ed upon; etery man is Hable to be miſguided: : 
tit is our only buſineſs towito lament, add be 
ſorry for Juſtinian's an ger, and to be dutiful 
es bim ſtiliz my uprightneſs aud innocenes ae 


SRU 

this. The rebellion you threaten, will never 
reſtore my eye-ſight, but it will deprive me of 
the only pleaſure 1 have left. This ſound 
_ reaſoning, delivered by the illuſtrious hero, in 
pathetick tone, ſoon appeaſed the noiſe of the 
people. They offered him all the riches they 
were poſſeſſed of. Beliſar ius returned them 
thanks for their kind offers; but, ſays he. 1 
deſire nothing but one of your boys, to lead 
me tothe caſtle where- wy ee e 
* TT ED 

- Tas pedo -Belifariny had n the | 
en hed! carried him out of the com · 
mon road; and in that interim, Tiberius had pur · 
ſued the nigheſt way to the old caſtle alloted 
for Beliſarius's confinement. The noiſe of a 
eoach, in the court yard of the caſtle, brought 
a ſudden ſurprize of joy to Antonina and her 
daughter, Eudoxa. Eudoxa ran forth in the 

. emotions of joy, but to her diſappoint= 
ment inſtead of berfather,meering only a young - 
nobleman, ſhe turned ſhort to her mother, ex» X 
claiming, ob it i nut he. e RPE. 4] 1 
+ ANSELM, an old faithful Ant at that 
iuſlant came into the court · yard, pray; ſaid 
Tiberius, is not this the place to which Beli. 
ſarius has retreated? His lady and daughter 
him here for ſome. time, but 
'e . a 
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I witliogly ſuffer for him, continued the faithful 
fervant, would "ewes ey: ſet him at liberty. 
1 Tiberius reptied, he is at liberty; and on bis 
IF journey here; yon will fee him preſently yl 
expected he would have been here before me; 
T7 Pleaſe walk in, Sir, and acquaint his family 
Vith the joyful news. Anſelmo ran iu quick. 
= ty to his lady, madam, 1 have joyful news for 
X you; my 'nizfter-Tives; he is free, and will be 
bere preſeutly; a generous young gentleme 
brings the news: he expected to have found 
bim here. At theſe: words, Antonina criec 
out, where is the generous ſt ranger; who, | 
kindly iatereſts himſelf in our favour? Pray, 
wy him in; let us ſee ns nnn. 
* 2 M be N 
Tov call us to ite e Laid indian to 
Tibellas; has the innoeeney of my dear husband 
appeared, and his enemies confounded at laſt ? 
Tiberius was heartily ſorry; chat he had on 
a [mall ſhare of joy to offer them, and ſoftly: 
ſaid, Belifarius is alive; I have both ſeem and 
conver ſed with him; and expecting he would 
hive been here before now, I came to offer 
him all the ſer vice in my power,” 39597 11297 #1 
'Evvox A, locking Tiberius full in wle ide, : 
obfer ved the youth ſtruggle with great in ward 
emotions ot grief, norwithſtanding al the alas bk 
he took to ſtifle it, (aid; döes che oor” L 
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3 BELISARGCUS 


he heart of I iberius, being ſoon. melted, by 


| hear you talk of misfor tunes, if he ĩ6 —_— 


tion you obſerve us in make you dull ? Only 
bring health to my diſoonſolate mother, and 
we will ſhew the world, that riches always ar 
not ſufficient - to make any per ſon happy. 


daughter, whoſe becoming fortitude. and pious 
reſignation had rendered herſuperior, to alltrou · 
bles, replied, I am not come here io inſult 3 u 
in your troubles; Beliſarius and his family will 


1 1 * 
1 * © . * 
1 Fs 
- 
: = wo 
"IS * * 1 
+ - — " #3 2 
I 5 U ” YZ J 2 "AS 
behaviour of a virtuous and ts = 
. | 4 of 1 : ; c » =, , :, ' R a 4 Þ 
. x # * 1 12 9 EOS «£ 1 
2 £ £ 
. 1 
2 4 Wes. 
w-” M 


always be illuſtrious, whatever is hig — 


tunes. I am ſurprized, Sir, ſaid Antoni: 


to his liberty, they muſt be convinced ef his 


innocence; and have no FR — him 10. 


a ien ſocmer ane. 


2 8 2 of 44 


TisERIUs replied, made, 7 it - hk de 
ne to keep you in ſuſpence;. the freedom he 
has obtained, is intirely owing to his former 
popula, rity ;. the fears of a rebellion has obliged 


the court to yield to the demands of the peo- 
ple, ho inſiſted he ſhould be ſet at liberty; 


but they have made him enn as it was 


in their power. 


TRAT ſignifies med . the es 
Eudoxa, if they do but allow us a little: land 


to cultivate. and improve, you ſhall ſee us as 


of the rural ſwains, who live in 


\ 


bappy as an 


C25 L 78 4 KR It Oo * 
Belifarius brought: to this humble ſtate! ——ex- 
claimed Tiberius. This humble ſtate l repli · 
ed Eudoxzj the heroes of Rome were con- 
created” with this ſtate, when Rome was virtu- 
ous and free.”  Belifarius will not be aſhamed 
to be another Regulus; my mother and Lin 
our retreat Have learned frugality and in- 
duſtry: my father will be proud to 
S daugh- 
Tier avs ſtood before. her, — ber 
he to himſelf, le: 2 «fad Gieppoinrment will 
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ELS ARI US n now ; entering che elle, 
| honeſt Anſelmo met him in the cout t- 
yard, with eagerneſs preſſing forward to meet 
him, and perceiving him blind. broke out into 
the moſt grievous lamentations, with ſobs and 
tears. This made Beliſarius recollect it was. 
his old faithful ſervant Anſelmo. He fell down, 
ar hi r till Beliſarius raiſed him, and. * 
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40 B EL ILS ARI US. 
bim to 2 —— ws 
ow the firſt — his — gave — 
Sn, and ſwooned away. Her mother, 
being ill of a flow nervous — mediat 
grew frantic, ſtarted from her bed. and all the 
ſtrength of Tiberius and the woman, who held 
her, were not ſufficient to hinder her from 
_ making an effort, to daſh her head againſt the 
floor. The - ſhrieks of the tender mother, 
awakened Eudoxa from her ſwoon; ſhe flew 
to her mother, catching her in her arms, and 
| begged her to forbear out of compaſſion to her 
daughter. Oh, let me die, ſaid the frantic mo- 
ev: if I live, I ſball endeavour toavenge bis 
wrongs, by rearing out the hearts of his enemies, 
who have ſo barbarouſly uſed him! He cer- 
tainly deſerved better uſage. Has he not for 
numbers of years been the pillar of the ſtate? 
their deliverer from their enemies? the aven- 
ger of their wrongs, and yet fallen a ſacriſice to 
their deteſtable blood hounds, who in their 
infernal council inflicted this puniſhment on 
him. Juſt heaven! look down | in nnr 
and avenge his wrongs? | 
In her diſtraction, ſhe tore the hair from 1 
head, and with her nails, defaced her features, 
and then with open arms, ſhe claſped her lord 
to her heart, pouring forth a torrent of tears. 


FSE e 4@ 


hen turning to her daughter. it is better, ſaid 
ſhe, to eſcape from this bad world, where 
8 vice is wy ps NE A | 
= foot. © 3 

7 TER whos ve: of ibis was over; 2 
mortal lowneſs and depreſlion - ſucceeded; 
which * ef _ bun 2 een 
life. 7 
270 — bene was vlere befortiths- 
eyes of Tiberius! the blind old hero, bis wife 
lying dead, his daughter in the laſt extremicy 
of diſtreſsl. What a contraſt to their former 
life, which had been paſſed in the utmoſt ſplen - 
dor and magnificence. Here Tiberius had 
an opportunity of ſeeing a great man ſtrug-- 
gling with adverſity, and coming off victorious 
at the laſt, approved. and admire 
and all good men. . 

BELISsARIus had: all this angina _— 


k | and gare a free vent to his own ſorrow, and : 


that of his daughter; he at laſt reſumed his 
| ſtrength, with a noble fortitude of ſoul, 
_- Evpoxa endeavoured to ſtifle; her grief, 
that ſhe might not add affliction to her aged * 
father. The -good. old: general embracing . 
her, ſaid, my — child, you afflict yourſelf 
too much for theſe troubles, which inſtead of 
depreſſing us, ſhould raiſe our ſouls above all; 
de miſeries and hardſbips of this world, Yours 
=. 


„ BELISARIUS 
mother has paid the debt of nature; and, I hope, 


nom is in eternal peace. Her angel ſpirit- is 


now pitying us here left behind her. Phe 
cold corpſe there lying before your eyes, devoid 


of motion, is an emblem of the peace and quiet 


her ſoul enjoys. You ſee how tranſient and 


— 


World and all its ſplendor have now faded à · 
way from the eyes of your mother, who is 


Hopes fail him, will always find conſolation and 
| happineſs in the unboutded —— and mers 


fuQuaring life and all its enjoyments are; the 


now in the boſom of her father and her God. 
Tou obſer ve theſe are reflexions founded on 
wiſdom; the virtuous man, when all other 


ey of his God. Eudoxa replied· oh, inſtrue 
in that wiſdom; my feeble ſex requires all the 


advice and affiftance your wiſdom can give me 
under ſo fore an affliction; my tender mother, 


whom my heart loved, dying in my arms, and 


to Took vpon you, the moſt worthy and beſt of 


parents and friends, in the fad condition your 


enemies have reduced you, is enough to break 
the moſt adamantine heart. Beliſar ĩus repli- 
ed, old age, or a fever might have deprived 
me of my eyes, and death in a ſhort time will 


cloſe them, ſo that my enemies have done no 


more, than what was to have been; and, as 
for the affluence of riches, you muſt learn how 


to put the ſmall value * them that they 


a B E L I SAR ru 2 
daſetdeta Obi blefled be God eplied E. 
xa, the want of riches . 
xiety. The tender hearted father wiped away 
the tears from her eyes, ſay ing. let nothing then 
La BRLISARI vs being informed that au illuſtri⸗ 
ous ſt ranger deſired to be admitted, he conſents 
ed, aſking him his buſineſs. Tiberius/anſwers 
ed, I only came to take a ſhare in your aſſlic- 
tions, and to aſſure you of doing all in my pow- 
er 3 et ene mp 
Kay Tas time now drew dear wk Gole 
the funeral. ys leaning; on his — 
ter, attended — remains of his beloved: wife 
to the gloomy tomb. His grief was that which 
became the character of a true chriſtian philo- 
ſopher, deep and ſilent; his face ſpread with a 
| Neady reſigned patience to che hand of 'Provi- 
| dence. Tiberius affiſted at the funeral rites; 
and was ſtruck with the becoming manner in 
which Eudoxa performed the laſt duties to her 
Fond and affectionate mother... 4 (1 $4; 
BELISARIVus addreſſed himfelf to the illuſ- 
trious ſtranger, underſtanding it was he that 
had given him directions on the road, and de- 
ſired to know his name. Tiberius replied, I 
vas one of the hunting party to whom you ap- 
plied for ſhelter, and whoſe youthful indiſere- 
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tion yow-fo ſeverely checked I formerly ſer» 
- ved inthe wars — in Italy, and ſince 
in the wars of Colchis. Near this place I have 
a. rural retreat, and it would be the height of 
my ambition to make it as agreeable to you as 
poſſible, in order to ſoften the calamities and 
troubles of that great and good general Beliſa- 
rius. Aud as an argument, that, I hope, will 
have ſome weight, as I love my country, Þ feel 
her difgrace in your misfortunes, and would be 
admitted into your company to drink of that 


- wiſdom and virtue with which you are ſo abun- 


io: the agitation of my ſpirits muſt be compo- 


dantly filled, that. may learn, when my coun» 
try calls me, to-thew by my — 
J have improved under your wiſe counſels. 

Tou pay a compliment to my old age, repli- 
ed Beliſarĩus; but, however, the intereſt you 
ſeem to take in my misfortunes beſpeaks a well 
turned ſpirit, and an elegance of mind; At 
preſent you muſt excuſe me; retirement and 
ſelf⸗converſe are what I muſt now have recourſe 


ſed by ſilent meditation. Hereafter I Muell 4e 
far accept your propoſal, as to wiſh to- live in 

good neighbourhogd with you, and to maintain 
Aa friendly intercourſe, I have a regard for 
| youth; in that happy ſeaſon of life, the ſoul, 
as yet anhackneyed in the ways of men, is ſuſ- 
<epliblc of every fine impreſſion; the ſublime 


5 


1 
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2nd the beautiful of virtue inſlame ĩt with a lan- 
I ————ů ů 
yet entangled it in their ſaates- Tour wins 
will eyer be acceptable; call upon me often il 
ſnall be glad to converſe with n ðv 71 
- 1» I am wortby of that honcurable c wb 
merce, replied Tiberius, why may I not poſſeſs 
you. wholly ? My anceſtors will applaud the uſe 
I make of the patrimony they tranſmitted t 
me, when it is rendered ſoeted by the retten 
of Beliſarius. Honour. reſpect, and reverendey 
will then be yonrs, and my whole houſhold 
train wil learn to emulate my example in trent- 
IEA, young man, the characters of vir. 
tue in all your words, returned Beliſariusʒ bur 
irt us do nothing raſhly.. Give me to under 
ſtand, for it is now ten years ſince I have been 
equeſtered: from the world; hat is your fa! 
ther* ſtation? and what are his deßzte in + 
gard to your future ſettlement in life 
deſcended, replied Tiberius; from one of thoſe 
families which Conſtantine -eranſplanted from 
Rome, and honoured with his higheſt Favours 


In che reigu of the emperor Juſtin mh" Farther 
acquired no ſmall ſhare of military glory. He 
was eſteemed” and cheriſſied by his ſovereign? 
ln the ſucceeding reign undue preferences were 
TO to others; at leaſt 22 fo, and he 


F 
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— RR now for: hisfon Hefortny 
4 Chames.of ien, which be — 


Beliorius, af 1 with not bean obſtacle 600 our 
advancement. Vou have convinced me e that the 
diſpoſitions of · your heart are good: the'p 
ſure ariſing. from a generous Way of thinking 
ſeems at once to be your motive; and your re- 
compence: and indeed that pleaſure is the ſweet - 
eſt the mind can feel. But I foreſee a danger? 
of which you are not aware: by viſſting me; 
you will involve yourſelf in the ruin of a man 
proſcribed.” For let me tell you, my wor thy 
young: friend; —— whether right or 


ln den deedst it never reforms its condo! 
Does it punifh à real criminal ? He will foot! 
be forgotten. But has it injured the 3 1 
blameteſs integrity ?- He will be perſecuted withs 
unrelenting hatred: for the very — of: 
his name is . a ſalire · on the times; and his exiſe 
tence is to the conſcience of his enemies eral 
ceaſing rewembrancer ef guilt. 
Iraks upon me all the- riſk, ſays: Tiberks 
us; I will be reſponſible for my conduct. Tbe 
emperor may have erred, You: he-is ever 4 
to conviction, -- | 
1 Jou mean chat he vill be pen t 


DELISARIUE * 
nion in regard to me, ſuys Be you mut 
not loſe a thought that ways - The — of 
my woes is lll: the miſchief is done; and may 
che emperor, feb eee of his future days, 
forget it Enie 99 bed 1504 got W 2088. - 
SINCE. ara gone ſt 


ſuy to crown the w c 


from the et 


a 5. . >. The. — ark of your 6 | in which 1 
ſhocki to humanity, a diſhonour to 


44 #6 143 + 4” 75 An hy i 
is nor to be diſcouraged — 2 
deal frankly wih you, I tbink the wretched 
condition I am in may awaken both pity, 

nation, and a ſpicit of revenge. A poor blind 
old man can give ne umbrage, and yet may 
Excite compaſſion. This determines me to live 
in obſcurity. When I made myſelf knomn t 
your. friends, the intemperance of the compa» 
ny you. was in forced my honeſt zeal. beyond 
the bounds, of patience; and 1 am determined 
tobeguilty of no more indiſeretions of that kind, 
1 am now quite dead to the world in this afly- 


lum. An he . e the 5 


N. 
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„ BELTSARIUS. 
—— 


| the whole that 2 — to — 4 


The — — ee 


ty — — 


Beliſariusꝰ caſtle; he pretended to his court that 


Tue next day he f 


us, as ſoon as be heard them enter, roſe to re- 


— of his — care to report 


viſit to the — acer We win go to- 


niau had a ſmall country: ſeat coat half way'to 


here he deſigned to 2 few n= in 2 


vii the old Waſtrious = general. - 
+, 2 $4 [7 DENT. 1 2 y N 5 
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of an old portico, he thus exncheimedt 14 
de melancholy reſidence of the hero, who 


0 often brought me victory and joy? Beiſati- 


7 


ceive them. Remorſe and ſhame filled the Tins 
petor, upon fecing the condition he had redu- 


- 


ben e * eds 


and he was fo agitated with gel, —— n 


have ſunk, had he not leaned on Täberius. He 
covered his eyes with his hands, as being un- 
worthy to fee the light he had deprived his old 
general of. What means theſe deep ſighs? cri- 
ed Belifarivs.. My father is come to fee you, 
replied Tiberius, and he is mightily affected by 


Four misfortunes. O ſet me embrace him! cri- 
ed the general; be has à virtuous fon. Juſti- 


nian immediately complied with his requeſt; and 
_ Ho ſooner the hero preſſed him to is boſom, 
than his grief redoubſed upon lim, and he found 


| Himſelf unable to ſuppreſs his groans andTears, | 5 


RNeſtrain this violence of pity, ſaid Belifarius; 
perhaps I am rot altogerher'ſo wrerdhied'as you | 
imagine. Let us diſconrfe à Nttſe about 
concerns your fel, and this young wan, whowl 
de a comfort to you in your old age. Te re- 
plied the emperor, in ſhore and interrupted 6 
cents, yes—if von will condeſeend- to let him 
attend your lectures upon human life. Alas! 
what can T offer, ſaid Beliſarius, that a wife ata 


good father has not already anticipated ? Vu ok 


may inſtruct him, ſaid the emperor, in What 'Y 
perhaps know little of, the ways of courts, where 
he muſt paſs his days. For a Jong time 1 B 
had ſo little commerce with men, AY 


is 48 new to me as ĩt is to him. e you, who 
F 


/ 


ſuarius, I am unſit to read a leſſon on that, head, 


9 acquit yourſelf with hono 
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have ſeen things in all their various aſpects, may 


25 render him ineſtimable ſervice; and therefore 


I entreat you to unboſom yourſelf to him. If 
be wants to give ſtability, to fortune, ſaid Beli- 


as you perceive. . Would he learn to be an ho- 


neſt man, at the hazard of all that is dear. to 
him, there I can be of ſome uſe. He is born 


With bright advantages, and that is a primary 


E Tequiſite—Very true, ſaid Juſtinian, he is de; 


ſcended from a race of noble anceſtogs— That 
was not my meaning; but however, that is an 
advantage, if not perverted. to a wrong uſe. 
| Have you ever, young man, continued-Beliſar 
_rius,/refleted upon the true idea of nobility? 
11 in a letter of credit given you by. your coun- 
uy upon the ſecurity of your anceſtors, in the | 
dence, that, at a proper period of life, you 
to thole who ! 
| ſtand engaged for you-—Bur that credit, ſays | 
the emperor, is often ralhly given.—No mat- 
ter, reſumed Beliſarius; i it is notwithſtanding 
An-inſtirution of uſeful policy. I imagine to my- 
14 when a child of noble deſcent comes into 
he world, naked, weak, indigent, and helpleſs, 
ike the offspring of a common peaſant, I then 
Imagine to myſelf his country greeting him in 
this manner: Welcome, my child! Welcome 
$0 wy arme {you will bercafter be deroted to 
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«-jmy- ſervice; intrepid; gallant; generous, and 
« heroic as ybur famed forefathers.” They hae 
i tranſmitted to you their own brilliant exam- 
ple I confer upon you their titles and their 
« honours, ſtrong reaſons both to rouſe you to 
« gn emulation of their virtues? - Fhis is tire” 
ſolemm ſceue 1 figure to myſelf: can yo⁰ ſug⸗ 
geſt any thing to your fancy more awful and” 
ſublime ! But this is rather carrying it too far. 
= feid Juſtinian Not a for; replied Beliſarius; ia 
dhe education of young minds we muſt propoſe 
nobly to them. Let me add, there is n= 
ty in dealing out pomp and honours with a l. 
beral hand. For ſuppoſe, upon a fair eſtimate, 
that theſe incentives produce only two or three 
great men in a century: and what then? The 
ſtate has nothing to eomplain of; nay it has am- 
ple compen fut. Tou, young man, muſt Be 
one ot thoſe who are to make this compenſation 
to your country. Here addreſſing himſelf to 


the emperor, You have allowed me. ſays he, to 


ſpeak in the ſtile of #father'to him? Do iti - 
conjure you replied Juſtinian.— Well then: my 
ſon, you muſt begin with a perſuaſion that no-— 
bility i is a flame, which blazes intenſely as long 
as it can communicate itſelf, but dies away as 
ſoon as it wants the proper materials to keep it 
alive and to ſupport it. Be mindfal, therefore, 

young * of your birth, for it . 
| : F'3 * 25 
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example they have left you calls for your ut- | 
- moſt ardor : remember, that the glory from 
them devolved upon you, is notan inheritance, | 
upon which you are lazily to ſubſiſt; and above 
all things, eradicate from your heart that ſoper- 
cilious pride, whieh looks big with the conſei- 
ouſneſs of a family name, and beholds with the 
timorous eye of ſcorn and jealouſy every pre- 
ference obtained by honeſt merit,” Ambition 


has in its nature a ſpurious ſort of nobility; and 


therefore, by a kind of congenial influence; rea- 
dily inſinuates itſelf into the minds of per ſons 
well defcended.; but this paſſion, when eartied 
to exceſs, is tinged with meanneſs, like any other 
motive of the heart, It ſwells with its o im- 
por tance, becaufe it affects an air ſuperior to all! 
the duties of an honeſt man · Would yow marke 
its operations, and know ĩts character diſtinctly? 
Obſerve the bird of prey, how it hovers over 
_ the field in a morning, and amidſt a thouſand a- 
nimals'marks out its deſtined prey: even in the 
ſame manner ambition wakens to its early 
ſchemes, and plansthe futuredeſtruQion of fome 
ſplendid virtue. Alas! my friend, an attach- 
ment to ſelf, which is indeed a natural propen- 
ſity of the heart, becomes enormous in a pub- 
he charaQer, whenever it fixes into a ruling 
1 . known men in UT 23 


a 


| they have not merit to emulate, they are for 


. 
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would not heſitate to riſt the ſafety of a whole 
army, or the well being of tlie ſtateꝭ iu order to 
gratify the ſelfiſh vie ws of ĩnordinate ambition: 
Stung with envy at the ſucceſs of others whom 


ever alarmed· with the apprehenſion of n 
the honour of ſome brilliant action: and were 
they not reſtrained by fear; they would make 
every enterprize miſcarry, in which they have 
not the command: even the pubło good ĩs a ca- 
lamity to them, unleſs aſcribed to their o ns 
bilities. This ſet of men; whether in the cabiẽ 
net or the field, is the moſtpernicious race? The 
man of true honour feels within himſelf the beſt 
mtimations of his duty, 1 06 exter- 
nal motive. His God and his conſcience are the 

is actions. 14450 to > them only he: 


a calm delete ee el | 
for the public ſervice; are at once the conſtitu- 
ents of true greatneſs, and the beſt evidences of 
it. Pride, vanity, and envy, are the mars f 
. little and a narrow ſpirit. It is not enougu 
that you make no pretenſion to the praiſe whick 
you have not merited: you muſt even poſleſs 

the noble ſelf-denial, that catrrenouncethe fame 

you have fairly earned. It muſt ever beremem 

bered, that the ſovercign is. liable to error, far 
he is no mere chan man: and the mind ou ** 
x E 3 4 : 


* 
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to be forearmed with the conſideration, that 
pour country, and the age you live in, may 
form wrong judgments of you, nay that thoſe 
judgments may not be reverſed by the equity 
_. of aſter · times. In that caſe, you muſt conſult 
- ybur'own heart, and in the manly ſelf-· con- 
ference enquire. Were I reduced to the low 
 4condition of Beliſarius, would my innocence 
, ſupport me? Would the conſciouſneſs of 
having diſcharged my duty make even afflic- 
4 tion ſmile? If yon feel within yourſelf 
any indeciſion reſpecting this matter, live your 
days in obſcurity: yon have not the nn 
of a ——— 
Al 81 aid Jaſlitjan; with deep ſigh; aſi 
von exact is above the powers of man; and 
vou ate yourſeif a terrible example ——My 
example may at firſt appear terrible, replied 
Beliſatius; but upon a eloſer view, that im- 
preſſion will wear away. Let us ſuppoſe, 
ſor inſtance. that ame of war, à fit 
of illneſs, or à decay of nature, had deprived 
me of my fight; it would: then have been 


1-3 among the common accidents of life, with no- 


ing remarkable or pathetic annexed to it. 
Aud are not the vices of human nature among 
the incidents of life? Are they not in the 

ordinary courſe of things, as much as the 
Plague that laid waſte the empire? Does it 
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fignify by what inſtrument we fall? The 
Vrath of a ſovereign, the arrow of an enemy, 
br a grain of ſand ? They can alldiſpaich us, and 
bo matter which . When we enter upon 
the ſtage. of life, we muſt be prepared for 
the changes of the ſcene. Lou, Sir, who have 
fent forth your ſon to a eourſe of military toil 
in the ſervice of his country; have you no 
preſentiment, no forecaſt to ſuggeſt to you the 
variety of perits he has to cope with? [Add 
to that account, the machinations of envy; the 
ſnares of treachery, the malice of diſſimulati- 
on, and the clandeſtine ſtabs of calumny; and 
ol een 46K: li ves to my age without being ruin · 

hen wt tn r allow, that he had pecu- 
Every thing in this life 
cot balance. Lou ſee me now fas 
Fringe wr gy blind, and indigent : the tenant 
of an old caſtle in ruins: but look back to 4 
fpace of thirty years, adorned with happineſs; 
and bright with victory and triumphs: review 
that period, and you. will will your ſon the 
jot of Beliſarius. Come, my worthy neigh- 
bour, we muſt ſummon up a little reſolution: 
you feel the ſolicirude of a father; but your 


8 Lice dedroyed Democritus, and — * kind of pc 
deſtroyed Socrates,” Two legged animals, to what 
end this? Tou entered into life, you ſet fail, you 
was carrizd away, depart,* M. Antoninus. lib II. 
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wn, 1 ſtill Batter myſelf, does me the honour- 
to envy me, even no. Moſt aſſuredly I do- 
; exclaimed Tiberius. ——Bur he feels a virtu- 
ous'envy, faid*the-emperor} inter rupting him; 
and the object of it is not the ſeries of your: 
victor ies, but that unſhaken courage which 
ſtands at bay with fortune to the laſt.— 
Courage is indiſpenſible, replied Beliſar ius; 
but not merely that courage which can look. 
death im tlie face: that is the bravery of ever 
common ſoldier... The courage of a general is - 
an elevation of mind ſuperior to all human con- 
tingencies. Who, think you, in my eſtimati- 


the utmoſt hazard, nay at tho: expence of his 
glorys continues obſtivate in the diſcharge of 
bis duty. Such- was Fabius, that Roman wor- 
2 wiſe, temperate, and firm; who could 
hear the cenſares- of mankind Wr his delay, 
yet hold the even tenor of his conduct frea 
from the irreſolution of the vaio, inconſiſt · 
ent Pompey, who-choſe to hazard the fate f 
Nome and the univerſe; rather than groan 
under the intolerable pleaſantry of a joke. 
I. will juſt mention a paſſage in my own life. 
In one of my firſt campaigns againſt the Perſi- 
ans, the raſh advice of certain turbulent ſpirits 


in my camp prevailed upon me to give battle, 
much agsinſt my, own inclination. I loſt the: 


AC 


on, is the man of true courage? He Who, av 


day. For that mĩiſconduct L ſhall ever ſand! 

ſelf· condemned. Whoe ver lets the caprice of a 
pinion. be the rule of his actions, will waer ian 
- uncertainty, withopt preciſion or dependence; 

on himſelf. Let me aſk, What would be the 
conſequence, if, before we deeide wich our 

ſelves to be juſt and upright, we ſhould re ſolue 

to wait for a diſpaſſionate age of the world. and 


an infallible prince ? We muſt end therefore 5 
in this concluſion; keep right onward wur 


firmneſs and intrepidity. Perhaps, wh. f 
reach the goal, ingratitude and calumay will 
be there untired; but glory wilbalſo be there; 
and if not, virtue may diſpenſe with it: ſhe 
will never fail you. Even in tha vileſt ſtate 
af miſery and oppreſſion, ſne will bea faith 
ful fallower; and, oh, my good friends it 
you but knew 3 1 ̃ 
tue 1 all 2 — A 
— „7 {109 PS ee et 
Your every wonkes pecking. ſoul, ſaid 
| Jaſtinian,'in a tender tone of voice, and much 
embarraſſed. How ineſtimably happy: is m 
ſon to imbibe theſe ſentiments at this period 
of life! It is in this fchool that ſovereigns. 
. ought to ſtudy Let us ſay nothing of ſo- 
vereigns, replied Daran are more ta 
be pitied than we are. Tes, ſaid: Jultinians 
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nee My fonts deftived by his binh to 


a-fovercign ought to be. Juſtinian' is now 


leaſt without any of ability aud courage enougtr 
ps, their caſe is lamentable 


N of his Srighs, or — 


intimate conuexion, "to avait himſelf of thefe 


your lectures for the benefit of mankind. Do 


not diſdain to open and enlarge his underſtand- 
ing; proceed 10 fill his young conceptious 


with ſublime ideas of the true art of gevern- 
ing; inſtruct him as you think the friend uf 


near his grave; but his more happy ſucceſſor _ 
may have the pupil of Beliſarius for his friend. 
Abel ſaid tbe hero, would ir were in my 
power once more, before I die; tobe of ſer- 


vice t my country? But the obſervyations my 


enpetience has made will be thougbt the re- 
veries of a viſionary old man. In viſionary 


ſyſtems, difficulties often happen but ſoon diſ- 


appear. The - philoſopher imagines himſelf 
free from the inſluence of every paſſion, and 


| neren ſubjet to any frail always wiſe and 


enlightened far beyond any other perſon: andz 
having the reins of goverument always in his 


own banda, ſoon extriotes himſelf out of all“ 


_ .. thoſe: chimericalvideas" may have their uſes, 
EFF 
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model of a. god. though an imper fect inſtitu- 
tion. wiſh it may, replied Beliſarius, tho' 
1 am not fo. vain as ever to expect it will; for 
1 am ſenſible the very worſt forms of govern · 
ment have their admirers. Good, Juſtinian re- 


hlied: I am certain yeur ſpeculations will not 


be thrown away, if you will eondeſcend to com · 
municate ihem to my ſon.I will chearfully 
do my utmoſt, replicd the bero; I obſerve by 
your cen ve rſation, that you are deſerving and 
therefore I ſhall. be open and free wich y. 
But I muſt inſiſt as a preliminary article, that 
our converſations may be kept a.,profound ſe- 
cret during the preſent reign. And why 
that precaution ? replied Juſtigian,—Becauſe 
J am not willing to ſow thorus under the pil- 
low of an aged emperor, nor ſtart ſuch dif- 
ficulties as he has not the power 10 ober- 
come, nor throw any clond over the remain - 
ing part of his life. It being now * yr 
| firſt; converſation ended here. | 
On bis way home, he reflect ed on himſeltk 
Ven he had not known what ſort of a man Be- 
lifarius was ſooner, It is thus, my dear Ti- 
berius, we are kept in the dar, and frequent 
ly made to behave W in on * f 
approved maxims. 
Jus TtNIAN's . was nd this 
yighe; the ſtriking things he had heard, con- 


"II 
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tinually ſounded in his earsrand Beliſarius was al · 
 waysuppermoſtinhis thoughts; ſo that next dax 
1 Arne 16 Have « Torond meeting wich his 
| tee e 


! /ELISARIUS, IN" by tis he 
| tle guide, had taken bis morning walk, 
und upon the road met with Juſtinian, who 
Immediately alighted, and with 4he greateſt 
familiarity, began a ſecond converſation. We 
Have, ſaid be, been Juſt now converſi ing upon 
The aſtoniſhing injuſtice of your ſentence, which 
wos extorted' by wicked men from the aged 
emperor. My ſon and I have been diſcourſing 
| "upon che deplorable ſtate of Kings, and the 
dafgers that ſurround them. Is it not molt 
furprizingly wonderful, that Whole nations, 
who are by nature free, ſhould give up theit 

455 Tights into the hands of one man, governed by 
the ſame paſſions as themſelves, as liabe to 
judge wrong, and be impoſed upon as the mean+ 
eſt of his fubjeQts, who in a moment may act 
in ſuch a manner, as may deſtroy millions!— 
Beliſarius replied, do you imagine that there 
is more fafety, greater wiſdom, and a juſter 
«dminſtration, in a ends or an aſſembly of 


\ 
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the people? Was it under a monarchy that Ca- 
millus, Themiſtocles and Ariſtides, were pro- 
ſeribed? It frequently happens, that when 
-you multiply the members of government, you 
may alſo multiply its vices, every member be- 
ing liable to mingle his own vices. The more 
ſimple the form of government is, it is the 
more deſirable; and it ſeems moſt eligible for 
mankind to transfer their natural rights upon 
thoſe moſt renowned for wiſdom and valoup, 


Whether theſe ſtates were founded on conqueſt 


or original compact. It does not ſur prize me. 
that ſuch ſhould gain the popular regard, and 
that the greateſt hero ſhould be made mag 
ſtrate, and iĩuveſt 
the whole; I am rather — won. 
per ſon of ſuch a character ſhoald: 
Willing to accept of ſo painful an en 
ment. I muſt own, ſaid Tiberius, I do nuit 
underſtand this part of the argument. Re- 
preſent to yourſelf, ſaid Beliſar ius, the firſt for- 
mation of a ſtate, and the difference between 
the governors and governed, placing yourſelf 
alternately in the different characters, and this 
vill give you a diſtin ideen. 
Tus people may reply, we have no riſk to 
run in giving ſupremacy to a king, ſo loug as 
we make his only happineſs to conſiſt in ſtudy- 
ing the good of the whole; we hake them 
n G Or 


ed wich the government of 
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but one thing; the force of the communit: 
becomes the ſtrength of the crown; upon the 
general weal his glory is grafted; and the re- 
gal character is at once derived from the peo- 
ple and ſupported by them. The general love | 
of his ſubjects will be his true ſelf - love, and f 
his beſt intereſt will be found in juſtice, mo- 
deration, and beneficence. This muſt have 
been the political creed of mankind. But 
they did not take into their account, ſaid Juſ- 
tinian, the paſſions and the complication of mo- 
tires that encompaſs a prince. Very true, 
replied Beliſarius; they only thought of an 
inſeparable union of intereſts between the ſo- 
vereign and his people: that there ever could 
be a ſeparation of thoſe intereſts, and that the 
to parts of the body - politic ſhould lire in a 
ſtate of mutual hoſtility, did not enter into 
their idea. Uſurpation appeared to them a 
Kind of ſuicide, that could only proceed from 
a total pri vation of reaſon: and. ſhould the 
prince be ſeized with ſo extravagant a phren- 
27, they relied. upon the wiſdom of the legiſla · 
dure to controul the paſſions of a man grown 
an enemy to himſelf. They foreſaw indeed 
that many might find their intereſt in miſchief 
and evil deeds; but they perſuaded themſelves 
that ſuch a confederacy in vice would be a 
Awall nn ae which a great ſuperi- | 


+} 
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ority of good and honeſt» men, „ with che prince 
at their head, would always preponderate. 
And indeed, till fatal experience opened the 
eyes of men, who could foreſee" that kings 
would ever. ſink to ſuch a degree of infatua-- 
ton, as to divorce themſelves from their peo- 
ple, and combine with the avowed enemies of 
all the rights of man? A conduct like this is 
ſuch an outrage to nature and to reaſon, that 
it was necefſary it ſhoold actually happen, 
before the poſſibility of it could be belie- 
ed. It was not in the ſimplicity of anei- 
ent manners to expeRt fo gs a 1 
of Ts 55 SST RU} > 419 01 
0 bebe on che er Kamil rey feel - 
ings of ſovereigus in that early period of man- 
kind, he, on whom the ſupreme authority. de - 
volved, muſt be deemed the party that had 
moſt reaſon to be alarmed. For if the father 
ob à family, who has a charge of | five or ſix 
children to educate, and to eſtabliſn in the. 
world, feels an ineeſſant anxiety that plants 
thorns upon his pillow, what muſt be the caſe. 
with the nn n in mann 
| millions? * 26% 1 

- primates ben — himſelf in 3 
manner: The compact which I make with my 
people, binds me to live for their good only: 
the repoſe of my life muſt be devoted to their 
| G 2. . 8 
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happinefs. ] engage myſelf by a end 
to regard the good of the community in every 
legiſlative act, and to ſubmit my own will to 
the ſpirit of the la wa. In proportion to the 
power committed to me, my natural liberty is 
abridged. The more my ſubjects couſide in 
me, the ſtronger are the obligations I am un- 
der. For the frailties of my nature, my er- 
rors/ aud my paſſions, I render myſelf account - 
able; I give my people a kind of juriſdiction 
over me; and, in ſhort; by conſenting to reigu, 
Tabdicate myſelf. The private man is, as it 
were, annihilated, to make room for royalty 
to engroſs the ſoul. Can there be a more ge- 
nexrous facrifice?' an engagement of ſo folemm 
a nature? And yet theſe were the ſentiments 
of Antoninus and Mereus Aurelius. 1 baue 
nothing properly my oꝛon, ſaid one of them. My» 
rery palace is not mine, was the declaration of 
the other. 1 een N 
the ſame. 2 5 R 
"In the nee nenen. ty vulgar 
error marks only ſome external circumſtan- 
ces of parade, which eee 
ſuch as palaces, the ſplendor of a court, the 
Homage chat is paid, together with the pomp 
and” magnificence ' which policy attached to 
the regal ſtate, in order to give it ſanction 
and authority. And yet amidſt all this bril- 
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nancy, the ſovereign is no more than mere 
man, overwhelmed with ſplendid eres, diſtract- 
ed with anxieties, a ſelf- eonſuming votariſt for 
the public good, and a victim to his duty, if he” 
be zealous to perform it; an object of ſcoru if 
— N it, and of deteſſation, ſhould he betray 
nder perpetual reſtraint, and fluctuating 
| io ever betwixt good and evil, he finds him-- 
ſelf environed with enemies to his quiet, with 
painful vigils, devouring cares, a tedious apa- 
thy, that makes him weary of himſelf, and 
ends in a diſtaſte to _ thing. Behold 


there the portrait of a king! It is true, in- 


vention has exhauſted itſelf to make his enjoy-- 
ments counter balance his: cares; but his cares 
are numberleſs, and his pleaſures are conſined- 
within the ſeanty circle of bis wants. The⸗ 
bigheſt luxury is not ingenious enough to give 
bim one new organ of ſenſation; and while 
pleaſures: ſolicit him on every; ſide, nature 
quite harraſſed down forbids: enjoyment, and. 
the palled appetite refuſes all. Thus every) 
thing about him is ſuperfluity : his extenſive : 
palace is but a void immenſe; of which he'oc- - 
cupies a little corner; under crimſow curtains 
and gilded ceilings he ſeeks in vain that ſweet : 
repoſe which dwells in the peafant's cottage;; 
and at his table, the pleaſure of the CT 
ends, when- appetite craves no more... | 
* ""W ., 
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ILeERACEIxE, ſaid Tiberius, th y thing 
cannot be enjoyed, where every thing abounds; 
but is the n pt, canfing nothing in the 
account. 11 
Aras! eee axclimedBeliſarims, mx. 4 
worthy young man! you are not acquainted | 
with that incurable: diſeaſe. ſatiety. It is the 
moſt fatal languor of the mind. Are you ac- 
quainted with the cauſe of it? The power 
of enjoying with facility makes us liſtleſs, and 
diſguſted at every thing. Either our deſires 
have not time to revive, or they revive only 
to loath the affluenee that invites too ſoon. 
Art has wearied itſelf in ſtudying delicacies to 
provoke and quicken the languid appetite; - 
but the powers of perception are decayed, the 
inlets of pleaſure are obſtructed, the incentives 
to action are extinguiſhed in the ſoul, and de- 
light itſelf has loſt both its allurements and ita 
gratiſieations. , Woe to the man who can com- 
mand every ching with a wiſh! for as, on the 
one hand, the predominant idea of a total pri- 
vation ſaps all the vigour of the mind, by fix- 
ing a train of corroding reflexions; ſo, on the 
: other, -a, Conitant habit of enjoyment gives in- 
ſipidity to what were . n and 
thus life loſes its reliſn. 7 
Lo will grant me, 1 interpoſed 
 Tiberivs, that there are refined and 4 
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delights, i in their'n nature proper for the grati- 
fication of a monarch, which are always fure 
wo give rational enjoyment, without the danger 
of diſguſting by repetition. As for inſtance? 
ſays Beliſarius be love of glory. for in- 
ftance, replied the young man. But what ſort 


of glory !—Why of all the various claffes of © 
glory renown in arms muſt hold the foremoſt 


place. Very well; that is your poſition: 


and do you think the ple: 


re char fprings' 


from conquelt has a ſincere and laſting cbarm 


in it? Alas! when millions are ſtretched in 
mangled beaps upon the feld of battle, can 


the mind in that fatuation taſte of Joy? 1 can 


wake allowance for thoſe who have met dan- 


ger in all its ſhapes;' chey may be permitted to 


congratulate themſelves, that they have eſcap- 
ed with their lives; but in the caſe of a king 
born wich ſenſibility of heart, the day that 
ſpills a deluge of human blood; and bids the 


tears of natural affection flow in rivers'round® 


the land, that cannot be a day of true enjoy- 
ment. I have more than onee traverſed over 
2 field of battle: I would have been glad to 
have ſeen a Nero in my place; the tears of 
humanity muſt have burſt from him. I know 


there are princes who take the pleaſure of a 


campaign, as they do that of hunting, and who 
ſend forth their people to the fray, as they let 


/ 


* 
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flip their dogs: but the rage of conqueſt is like> 
the unrelenting temper of avarice, which tor 
ments itſelf, and is to the laſt inſatiable. A 
province has been invaded; it has been ſubdued; * 
it lies contiguous to another not yet attempted ;** 
defire begins to kindle; ii vaſion happens after 
invaſion; ambition ir ritates it ſelf to new projects, 
till at length comes a reverſe of fortune; which + 
exceeds in the mortiſicatiou it brings; all the 
pride and joy of former victor ies. But to give 
things every flattering appearance, let us ſuppoſe 
a, train of uninterrupted ſucceſs: yet, even in 
that caſe the conqueror puſhes for ward like: 
another Alexander, to the limits of the world, 
and then, like him, remeaſures back his cour ſe, 
fatigued with triumphs, a burthen to himſelf 
and to mankind; at a loſs what to do with the: 
immenſe tracts which he has depopulated, and» 
melancholy. with the reflexion that an acre; 
of his conqueſts would ſuffice to maintain him, 
and a little pit- hole to hide his remains from 
the world. In my youth I ſaw the ſepul- 
chre of Cyrus: a ſtone bore this inſcription: 
7 am * he * en the e em 


If *; on 1 2 an that angle W 
Which diſproportions now my field, 
What fativfaQtion i it would Sande _ , 
| Hon. Lib. 5 Sat, 6 
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fire. Friend; whoever ' thou" art, or uberever 
thy native country, envy me nat the ſcanty ſpace! 
that covers my clay-cold aſhes f. Alas! ſaid I, 
turning aſide from the mournful Rand is * 
worth vrhile to be a conqueror! 4 

: Tin6xvs interrupted - him with afiodiſh- 
ment; can theſe be the ſentiments of Beliſari- 
us?—Yes, young man, thus thinks Beliſarius: 
he is able to decide: upon this ſubject. Of all 
the. plagues which the pride of man has engen 
dered, the rage of conqueſt is the moſt deftruc«: 
tive. I muſt give up the point, ſays Tiberius, 
| bur ſtill there is a prerogative of enjoyments = 

gratification-worthy of kings, and that is the fa». 
preme delight of ſer ving mank ind, a pleaſure 
ſpringing from the-happineſs of milRons. Ay 
replied Beliſatius, if a king could be fure of ma- 
king a nation happy, his acceſſion were an ob- 
ject of envy; aſcending his throne he would” 
riſe to the great pre · eminenee of diſpenſing pub- 
lie good, and guiding the reins of government 
for the welfare of mankind. This would be 
a ſacred privilege! that a generons mind mould 
facrifice the repoſe of life to this great ambiti- 
on, would not be matter of aſtoniſhment. Burt 
addreſs your felf to the auguſt old man who nowõẽ- 
reigns over you, aud defire to be informed by 
bim, whether to diſcharge the duties of his ta- 


+ See Plutarch's life of Alexanders 
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tion is an eaſy taſk?— That à prinee has done 


his utmoſt, replied Juſtinian, to promote the 
welfare of his ſubjects, to make their burtben 
light, and to deſer ve the love of his people, a 
nation may ſometimes be willing"to belle ve. 
» Pazy may believe it, ſaid Beliſarius ' and 
ſome princes; even during their lives. have ob- 
| e that glorious ſuffrage.” -It has been the 
recompence of their upright government; their b 
n retribution. But without ſome ſingu- 
lar event to give ſincerity to publje teffimom- 
als, unleſs ſome great and trying n 
happen, when the ſentiments of the people may 
be ſuppoſed to burſt forth in the honeſt effuſſon 
of their hearts, what prince can flatter himſelf” 
that the addreſſes he receives ure not ſuborn- - 
ed How can he perſuade himſelf that he hears * 
the real ſenſe of the nation? His courtiers 
vonch for it; but who is reſponſible for them? 
While the ſong of revelry echoes through the 
palace, how ſhall he be aſſured that in the re- 
moter parts of bis dominions, the dome of bis 
viee- roy is not filled with the complaints of in- 
jured men, and the cottage oſ the labourer with 
the groans of miſery? The public feſtivals are 
nothing but ſcenes acted before him, and the ap- 
plauſe he meets is too often preconcerted. He 
ſees the vileſt of mor tals canonized for deities; 
and though the vain tyrant, whoſe days are: 
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ſpent in one continued round of roluptuouſueſz, 


may imbibe the incenſe which adulation offers; 
yet the man of virtue, who, made his reign. a 


painful endeavour to doall the good that depend - 
ed on him, cloſes an honourable life in anguiſh, 


and deſcends to the tomb of his anceſtors with- 


out ever being ſare that he had one ſincere 
friend. When 1 reflect that Juſtinian is in this 
tuation, and that he is likely to car ry with him 
to his grave a perſuaſi on that Beliſarius was 
traitor, and never loved him, I own myſelf fore- 
Jy grieved: it is a ſtab to my very heart. 
No! exclaimed. the emperor, with impetuo- 
fy, (and then recollecting himſelf ſuddenly) 
No, ſaid be, in a more deliberate accent, a prince 
is not always unhappy to ſuch a degree, as not 


to know that in the courſe of his reign | he has 


been truly loved: 


Bz it ſo, replied Beliarius; he knows that 
bel is loved ; and yet even this ſweet reflexion 
is daſhed wich bitterneſs. Certain i is, the good ; 


of his people muſt be dear to him in proporti- 


on as he thinks himſelf dear to them; and ii in 


conſequence, whatever good he does, or what- 


ever evil he wards off from them, the accopne = 
appears to him, in the general maſs of good and 


evil, ſo inadequate to his wiſhes, that at length 


in the evening of a long and ſtormy life, he ſe- 
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tone? Struggling with adverſicies, and yet un- 
able to ſubdue them, what muſt be his regret, 
hen he ſits down conſcious of his feeble efforts, 
and Tees himſelf a ſlave to the emergencies of 
the day, obliged to govern by expedients only? 
Marcus Aurelius is the prince upon record 
who beſt deſerved to ſee the world happy un- 
der his adminiſtration *, and yet what a reign 
was his? A ſcene of wild commotion, in which 
all the aceumulated ills of life ſeemed to crowd 
themſelves together . One would have thought 
it an inſurrection of all nature, a general con- 
| piracy to baffle every effort of wiſdom; and of 
virtue. It is a melancholy taſk, that he who | 
Taiſed a temple to Beneficence, was doomed to 
Tee the blackeſt period of diſtreſs and miſery. 
But not to go fo far back for examples, was e- 
ver a reign more diſtinguiſhed for actiyity, for 
vigour, and apparent ſucceſs, than this of Juſ- 
tinjan? A ſeries of war and victory in three 
quarters of the world for thirty years together; 
the loſles of a century repaired in one reign; 
the pepple of the North and of the Weſt exter · 


= „He was 2 wan of Meine diſpoſition, and polfeledd 
of all virtues, and oppoſed himſelf againſt public miſ- 
fortunes, as the protector of the people. Aurel. Vie. 


I "Hardly any calamity conld be thought or ſpoken 
of, the moſt gfievous and afflicting to mankind, * 
did not * in his reign. Aurel, Vit, N 
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minated beyond the Danube and the Alps; 
tranquility eſtabliſhed. through, all the provin- 
ces of Aſia; kings'overthrawn, and Jed in tri- 
b the deſolation of a plague, the waſte of 
invaſions, and the ruin of earthquakes; effaced 
almoſt from the memory of man by the reſto- 
ring hand of unwearied virtue; places of de- 
Fence and temples. without number, the former 
built from the ground, and the latter decora- 
ted with every ſplendid ornament! "Theſe were 
the works of Juſtinian's reign; imperial works! 
how glorious! how magnificent! And yet what 
a falling off! Behold him now in the decline of 
old age; what has he done? That victorious 
arm was never able to fix the empire upon a 
durable foundation; at this very inſtant it tot- 
ters to its ruin: that is at laſt the cloſe of all 
his labburs, the fruit of ſo many triumphs. Let 
this, Tiberius, be a leſſon to you; let ĩt iaſtruct 
you to view with pity: the ſplendid miſery of 
kings, to rejudge their actions with lenity, and 
in particular to concei ve no diſſatisfaction to a 
venerable ſovereign on account of the ills which 
be bas let fall, or the good mn omit- 
ei te 11 5111 01 25 the 
Tov alarm me, ſaid Tiberius, wich theſe re- 
flexions; my firſt advice to any friend of mine 
upon a throne ſhall be to abdicate it. To ab- 


dicate it! replied e that. e will not 
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do; courage will never be the adviſer of deſer- 
tion. Were you ever induced by peril and fa- 
_ nigue to abandon the ſword ? There is no dif- 
ference in this view of things, between a ſword 
and a ſcepter. It is incumbent upon every man 
to crowd i into his life all the duties he can. En- 
- deavour not to conceal from your friend, that 
he muſt inevitably be a victim to thoſe about 
. but make him ſenſible at the ſame time, 
that there is a pleaſure as well as a pain in be- 
ing thus ſacrificed; and that, in order to inſure 
his true recompence, he muſt inflame his ima- 
gination with the enthuſiaſm of public virtue, 
and muſt thence deduce the ſweet reward of all 
his generous labours *. —And where is this 
reward to be met with, interpoſed Tiberius — 
It conſiſts, returned Beliſarius, in our own in- 
ward conſciouſneſs; it is purely ſentimental, 
and ſprings out of the reflexion that we find 
within our breaſts, the active principles of hu- 
manity, ſocial affection, generous ſympathy, thoſe 
amiable qualities which conſtitute the dignity of 
our nature, and merit the approbation of earth 
and Heaven. Can you imagine that a king has 
ſuch 5 views, as to riſe 1 in a noruing 


7. . 


* Let not the. wan who hack dove . ſrek . 

but betake bimſelf to another employwent, like as the 

| vine, that it may again produce the grape at Its Pro- 
| be ſeaſon, Mar. Antonin. lib. _—_— 
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to balance the account of what he may merit in 
As courſe of the day ? His language to him- 
ſelf, I take it, maſt be, Awake! ariſe! and with. 
you let juſtice ; and benevolence. open their eyes. 
on the world. Divelt yourſelf of little ſelfiſh. 
paſſions, of your ſchemes of private gratificati-- 
on, and reſign even the repoſe of your life. Lou 
do not live for yourſelf alone; the ſoul of a 
whole people ſtirs within you ; your vill s the- 
will of millions, and properly promulgated. re- 
ceives the ſanction of a law. Let the law chen. 
be the rule of your government, and remember. 0 
that on the happineſs. of numbers your own ia · 
tereſt. i is grafted. Jou are moral, Tiberius! 
your, hand. trembles in mine! let me bid you, 
teſt aſſured, that the very tears of virtue have 
inexpreſlible, delight. Virtue, it is true, can · 
not aſcertain z; conſtant good, unmixed with 5 
vil; but is there ſuch a thing. in human life 
And if there is, for whom is it reſerved? For or. 
the inactive, the wicked, and ET. Ti be 


N oy 10 the Arn ke riſe” full of care „ Se 
| ſeep, be ready-to think with yourſelf that you are ri- 
ſing to perform the office of a man. Are you not ſen · 
ſible of this, that you can execute many things which 
admit not of this excuſe, that your natural diſpoſition 
renders eu unfit to do them? And yet do you Ritf 
kyewpPyicpapdnfixed edn, ground, Mak. An. 
tonin. * *. | | 
H 2. - 
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draws tears from his humanity, but they are 
not the bitter tears of envy, remorſe, and tur- 
pitude. They are the pleaſing ſorrows of a Ti- 
tus, who weeps that he has loſt a day: They 
are pure as the ſource from which they ſpring.” 
You may therefore aver to your friend, and 
pray aver it with energy, as if fome God were 
breathing through you, that armed with virtue 
he will never know the pang of envying the 
fortunes of the vile and wicked. But this -;4 
ſtancy of mind, this true ſupport of virtue, is 
not the ſpontaneous growth of tbe human breaſt; 
the ſpirit of a young prince muſt be attemper- 
ed to it; and how he is to be initiated, we uin 
make the ſubject of to-morrow's inter view. 

H x moulds me to his will, faid Tiberius is 
Juſtinian; his power over my foul is irreſiſti- 
ble; he ſinks, inflames, and elevates at his own 
diſeretion.— He tears my very heart, replied 
the emperor; then fetehed a deep figh, and re- 
mained a conſiderable time in penſive flence, 
To difpel the gloom his court tried all its gaie- 
ties, but every endeavour was fruitleſs ĩmpor- 
tunity. On the morrow, having fignified bis 
inclination to take a ſolitary walk, he {truck in- 
to a neighbouring wood; Tiberius was there | 
in waiting, and together they; went to their ap» 
poinunent.. The young man did not fail to re- 
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vive the topic which had been * "Wi = 
Beliſarius W in the following manner. 
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I 0 has — a queſtion a among Mohan? 
4 if there Was a poſſibility of loving virtue” 
for i its own excellence? Such a principle is the 
privilege of only a few. If it was to proceed 
from reflexion, i it would be loving it for inte- 
reſt ſake. Virtue, like. friendſhip, frequently 
refines itſelf from every thing of a droſſy na- 
ture: the 5 of one . illuſtrate the: 
f * 
Fat ENDSH! 1P.0wes its s origin: to oviewsof « con. | 
venicncy and pleaſure. The effect very often- 
in its proceedings i is detached from the cauſe; 
the inducement ſubſides, and the lentiment that 
produced it has full power over the heart, and 
inſimuates itſelf by: a ſecret charm;. and when: 
it becomes habitual, mingles with our love of 
exiſtence... Uneaſy ſenſations may ſometimes 
take. place i ig the mind, inſtead of promiſed j joys; 
but if the heart has been delighted with the 
ſweets of friendſhip, rather chan renounce it it 
wilt. 177 75 all the loving comforts'1 it 1 


„ 


* »a 
py 
— 


70 5 E LIS AR 1 8. i 
mences in profperous circumſtances, and rather 
Increaſes when the object falls into misfortunes. 
The fame may be affirmed of virtue x. Toen- 
gage our affections, it muſt firſt attract by an 
appearance of the agreeable or the uſeful: for 
before we are enamoured of her, we love our- 
ſelves: and till we know the real ſweets of vir- 
tue, we look for 'gratifications very different 
from what ſhe affords. When Regulus, in the 
ſpring of life, beheld her for the firſt time, ſhe 
ſtruck him with the pomp of triumph and the 
ſplendor of glory. Whether he abandoned her 
afterwards, when ſhe had nothing to give but 
fetters, the torture, and the funcral pile, need 
not now be mentioned. q 
Yov mult therefore begin by wounding the 
temper of the prince, and diſcovering the ob- 
jects that chiefly ſtrike his faney. To be free, 
powerful, rich, obeyed by his ſubjects, eſteem- 
ed through life, and happy. i in the proſpect of 
| Fatore fame, will perhaps be the prevailing de- 
fires, Inform him therefore, that from virtue 
alone he can obtain what he Pants * and you 
' will not miſlead him. 
Tux xx is a ſecret i in the art of gorerning, 


* 1 500 can and any Wing in human life better 
1 juſtice, truth, temperance, fortitude, I adviſe you 
to run to its embrace with all the powers of your ſoul. 

M. Antonin. lib. iii, 
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too often concealed from the pride of kings, in 
which every well · diſpoſed prince ought to be 


ſoder truth: there is no abſolute power except 


that of the laws, and he who aims at deſpotiſm 
enſta ves bimſelf. For what is law but the will 
of the whole community +, expreſſed by one 
man, in the ſame manner as his power is the 
whole force of the ſtate collected in himſelf? 
But when the will of one is erected in _ | 
tion to the whole, the force of the body-p 
tic will then be ſet agaiuſt the prince, who re- 
ſor ts io the practice of dividing} weakening, and 
ſubverting the ſtrength of —4 kingdom; or. 
ee. length he is in open arms againſt 
it. Inſtead of being the father of his people, 
bei is now their tyrant: he governs by intrigue, 
and ſtrives by little aris of policy to delude, ſur- 
priſe, alarm, and terrify his ſubjects into la tame 
ſubmiſſion; or elſe he reſorts to bis agents of - 
deſtruction, who ſell. the blood of their eoua- 
trymen, and march ſword in hand chrough the 
realm, covering all with deſolation, till murder 
has tak en off every honeſt man who dared 0 
reſiſt the yoke and vindicate the rights of na- 
ture. Hence the rage of eivil o mmotions, in 
which a brother ſays to his brother, Die, or 
"Tn to the Fm who'has An me s eut- 


. +4 Pand, lib, i. tit. 3. 


early inſtructed, and that is contained in this 
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ting your throat. Proud of an uſurpation main- 
tained by force of arms, or founded on ſuper- 
ſition, the tyrant congratulates himſelf: but 
let his heart tremble within him, if he ever ceaſe 
to pamper the pride, or controul the licentiouſ- 
nels of bis deteſted party. While they ſerve 
him, they chain him to themſelves by his fears; 
and for the obedience they pay their captive 
king, they demand in return impunity for their 
crimes, Being thus grown the oppreſſor of one 
part of his ſubjects, he is a ſlave to the other; 
as mean and abject to the bad, as fierce and do- 
mineering to the good. Conſtrained to manage 
nith his accomplices, he is obliged to ſtudy how 
to gratify them, that the paſſions which liſted 
on his ſide may not revolt from him; for he 
knows their fieree and dangerous quality, ſince 
they have already marked their way with ruin, 
and: broke aſunder all the ties of nature and 
Humanity. The tyger, trained to the chace, and 
educated by man to the {kill of devouring. will 
Aly at his maſter, if ſhare of the prey be with- 
held from him. The tyrant's compact with 
ha factors of miſchief-is preciſely the ſame. | 
+ Fas ſupreme power, therefore, as it ap- 
Jes to tyranny, becomes feeble in propor- 
tion, and depends for ſupport upon the men who 
have leagued themſelves againſt the conſtitution. 
It muſt be ever atteative to the tools of a pat- 
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ty. leſt they ſhould make a defection to the n+ 
tereſts of their country. Every mark of coms 
pliance, reſpe&, and the moſt ſervile toleration, 
- muſt be paid to them, to the utter ſubverſion 
of juſtice, and the negle of all ſound policy; 
The prinee muſt deſcend to the meaneſt defe- 
rences, the moſtflagrant partiality, the humbleſt 
diſſimulation, and even ſo low as to wear the 
ſmiles of content, with reſentment at bis heart. 
Tux prince that would govern aecording ta 

the true ſpirit of civil policy, muſt make ths 

| laws the ſole rule of his conduR! for hisauthos 

_ Firy is inferior to the laws, founded upon the 
will and the whole force of the community. Hoe 
will, in that cafe, know no enemies but the baſa 
and wicked, the common enemies of ſociery: 
Whoerer intereſts himſelf in the fapport of ors 
der and the public tranquility, is an aſſertor of 
the ſovereign authority which protects him. E. 
very citizen, in the declared foe of his prince 
beholds his own per ſoual enemy. Party=divis | 
ſion is baniſhed from the ſtate, and the ſove 
reign, in league with his people, is rendered 
rich and powerful by the wealth and power of 
his people. Under no neceſſity to intrigue 
with parties, he reigns in freedom, per haps in 
juſtice, with his crowd firm and unſhaleen on hn 
head His adminiſtration, fixed upon the ba- 
fis of law and public ſecurity at home, becomes 
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reſpectable to foreign powers; and as he is ne- 
ver inſtigated by caprice and pride to-wage a 
war of ambition, his armies, maintained and re- 
gulated under proper diſcipline, are ready to 
take the field with vigour and with ſpitit, 
when the public cauſe demands the exertion 
of the ſtare againſt the author of civil diſcord, 
or the foreign uſurper. Oh! my friend! let 
juſtice be the baſis of the ſupreme authority, 
and the love of a grateful people will not fail 
to be its moſt invigorating principle, and its 
beſt ſupport The ſlave will fight but reluc- 
tantly for his priſon and his chains; but the 
citizen, who is ſecure in his ciyil rights, who 
loves his prince, and is reciprocally., beloyed- 
will hazard bimſelf, in the defence of the au- 
thority to which he is indebted for his on 
protection. Amidſt the hardſhips of the cam- 
pain, and the perils of battle, he feels himſelf, 
iuflamed with the idea that he is ſtruggling for 
his fires and his altars, fon: 2 "ou can be dear 
5 to, him. Bü 1 

An! theſe leſſons, bid Tiberius, Gok this 
1510 my heart: they are delivered with words 
that burn; they kindle a flame in. the. ſoul, | 
When ſhall I be able to inſpire the brealt of 
kings with fentiments like theſe? - /:. 2 OY 

Ir is now clear, replied Beliſarius,/that 3 
| true ſplendor and Ry of oberer are 
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founded on juſtice; that virtue and beneficence 
ſtrengthen the foundation; and that the moſt 
abſolute prince is he who reigus in the hearts 

of his people. From what you hape ſaid, 
interpoſed Tiberius, it is now plain that true 
policy and reaſon are convertible t terms; and 
that the art of governing conſiſts in following 
the ſuggeſtions of wiſdom and of virtue. 
[You are, perfectiy right, replied” Belidgeliigh 
nothing can be more ſimple, more eaſy in the. 
practice, and ſure of its effect. The emperor - 

- Jaſtin; originally an honeſt peaſant of Illyria, 
Who came to a throne from the plough, found 
the Way: to endear his. adminiſtration to man- 
kind. Was it owing to his {kill in politics? 

Far from it; it was owing to the rectitude of 
' bis mind, — the amiable diſpoſitions: of his 
heart. Were it my lot to govern, I ſhould 
endeavour to copy that great example. Far 
- be: from the breaſt of a prince that fly, flow 
policy, that looks with an oblique. eye upon 
every thing. It looks about indeed with a kind 
of indirect prudence, and recoils in time from 
roeks and precipices : but ĩt is diſquietude at 
beſt. How unlike the ſerenity, enjoyed by 
him who loſes all thoughts of: ſelf in the love 
of millions, and is therefore leſs expoſed than 
the moſt wary, circumſpect, and ſuſpicious 
[ tyrant! But the misfortune: i is, 'the md 
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200 often alarmed by artful and deſigning men: 
he i is taught to conſider his people as an enemy 
to be dreaded; and that dread, as ſoon as im- 
preſſed, Jends reality to the ideal danger; for 
it gives birth to miſtruſt, and miſtruſt is the 
der of hatred and of malice. -, | 
Tou have obſerved that a prince, a man 
almoſt ſolitary and without connexions, has 
his cares and wants, contracted into very ſcan- 
ty limits; that at this eaſe he commands all 
the real good in life; that he is narrowly cir- 
cumſoribed; and all bey ond a ſmoll circle is 
wanity, illuſion and (deceit, While nature pre- 
ſeribes to him to be moderate in his deſtres, 
all things about him ir ritate his paſſions, and 
3 intemperance. Alas! were it his 
to ive in harmony with his people, he 
8 have no party but his ſubjects. no in- 
tetteſt but that of the ſtate,” How different hy 
aretbitigs.ciroumſtanced ati preſrat? All con- 
ever guarded againſt a turbulent and ſeditious 
populace is inculcated; and a ſtantling army 
is maintained to terrify thoſe who ſhould be 
cheriſhed by their ſorereign. By theſe means 
the! prince lives at variance with his ſubjects; 
his party is formed, and ambition with a train 
of ĩinordinate deſires ſtalks at the head of it. 
This hyara of faction is ever: nee and 
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yet vnconltirutional means my be tried, to.1a 
tisfy its ,rapaciy, .. Here then is the 17 
ſpring of that monltroys diſtinction, which, we 
| have known. in. the, empire, between the pro: 
vinces of the people and the Provinces of e 
emperor, between the intereſts of the ſubect 
and thoſe of the prince. The idea of pro 
per ty ſhould never enter the thoughts. of 
the ſovereign. When once his i imagination js 
ſtruck with it, it follows that, the ſecurity of 
his crown and his life ſeems to depend uf 
that property, and by a natura progreſs ava- 
rice takes poſſeſſion of him. | He thigks oh 
ſelf enriched by the. impoyeriſhmene, d 
People; and whatever rapacity has 8 805 
ſet down as clear. gain. In proportion, as 5 | 
ſubject 3 is plundered, he. appears to che! Jealous 
Prince reduced to a deeper, ſubjection Henk: 
ſchemes of rapine on the. one hand, diſconten 
and repining murmurs on the other ; and 
hence the dark ſeeds of civil War, which, lik | 
4 ſinothered flame, lie brooding in the very 
heart o of the ſaxe,. and at length break out in 
ſudden. eruptions, 9. over the land, Of big 
private coffers the ſovereign now thinks he has 
the full advantage; he congratulates himſelf 
on the prudence which ſettled his meafures.ſa, 
long before- hand: but, ſhort-Ughted man I her 
little perceives that, by being juſt, he would 
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6” aye been above ſuch little precautions; and 
hat all the mean, and of courſe cruel, paſſions, 
which lift for hire i in his cauſe, would be vile 
and ufeleſs, if virtue were the ſpring of his 
ons. This, my friend Tiberius, this i is "the 
 U6Aride which 8 future ſoyereign ought to 
Hear from Loet him once be perſuaded 
that the ſtate Ia the ſovereign are bur one 
thing : let him underſtand that this poli rical 
union conſtitutes his true ſtrength, the baſis 
of his dignity, his honour, and his peace; and 
ideas of property will then be rejected as for- 
did and unworthy k. His ſolid advantage will 
be placed in the good he procures for bis peo» 
e's: and thus his paſſions will.rransform them- 
ſelves to the virtues of a patriot king, juſt and 
table for his own intereſt, moderate upon 
principles of ambition, and benevolent through 
very ſelfiſnneſs. It is by conſidering things 
in this way, my worthy friends, that truth ap- 
pears the parent of virtue. But truth, 1 grant 
you, appears at firſt with an auk ward mien at 
burt. He who gains her firſt audience from 
8 muſt have been endowed with t no dall 
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7 The emperor Trajan was uſed to Lompärs . . 
treaſure of a prince to a fwelled and diſtempered 
ſpleen,” Which enfecbles and conſumes the reſt of the 
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degree of e hes 1 has tanghts 
the pernicious maxims, . that princes reign: for 
a 50 alone; chat 9 7 0 
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this, notable ſyſtem, will not be, ep Bir res* 
: ceived: Fl, let Hin be onde 1 0 and he wil: 


prince, inſtead 9 p— ling, ail ang Aticipate — 5 
concluſion. - r es 207 16.03 een 
Tang vill nom dove charms foam b. 
te, and virtae in its, turn will lend embelliſhu- 
ments to truth. 1: is, indiſpenſiblʒ necenlar7 
that, the latter ſhould enlighten, thę mind; for 2 
the inclination of our nature to a good, hefe 

value is.yotexplainedy is merely a blind;a.yague, : 
and, uncertan n But a; deſite to ſerre 
mankind is, virtue, founded on the knowledge: 
of remote. and extenſive conſequences. Te. 
know the e of humanity, is: the true 
ſtudy of a prince, Whafever is juſt, whatever 
is uſeful, that is truth, and the truth a king 
ſhould ĩnveſtigate: it. is the great hand of; ſo- 
ciety; in all buſineſs, in every tranſaRion. oh 
life, it upholds the chain of moral duties; on 
matuef wants and mutual aids grafts human” 
1 2 
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happineſs, and makes the author of public 
good a partaker of the bleſſings he beſtows. 
This is the moſt becoming employment of a 
prince; to which hethould dedicateall the hours 


of his life, to know mankind and himfelf; to 
pry into the ſecret movements of the heart. 


This he ſhould per ſevere in with a determinate 
reſolution, though alarming to flatterers; the 

temper, manners, and reſources of his people, 
| ought to be his chief ſtudy, and the end and 
deſign of his miniſters, and narrowly watch 
their conduct, to give a generous encourage 
ment to all ſuch as have a ſpirit to call aloud” 
fora redreſt of every grievance. The love 
of truth is founded upon thoſe principles, Pr- 


beꝛrius, and every prince, who is per fuaded, 


that juſtneſs and uprightneſs is the only way 
to be great, will ſee that thoſe things conſti- 
tute the love of truth. If be bofſeſſes thoſe 
| ſentiments; he will maintain his independance | 
ia the midſt of al court; for! it is there de muſt 
be jealous of his liberty. The moſt difficult 
part of your undertaking, will be to make bim 
n, ow” This; and t o this end all your: og 5 
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„ Wort ny a0 . are, ul thisgs they” 
are attached to, what things they reſpect, what they 
love. Er that Our e their minds uncover 
W Antonin. b. i in. 
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deavours muſt point. When I am armed with 
your iaſtroctions, replied Tiberius, 1 Wilk 4a 
bour with the utmoſt affiduity and firmneſs! 
N _—_ "OY on; rhe<bnverſation broke 
= i ce motions e 
"Tus emperory obter ing Wat it has to of- 
ten been the caſe, that ine friends of mankind 
have been deteſted and abùfechby their lings aud 
governors, who ought: to be the fathers of the 
people. The goodneſs of Belifarius's" heart; 
' which made him the idel off the people, was 
he only crime which enraged his enemies, and 
was the bctaſion of my jealduſy. I hach better 
haue imitatodt him un e 
eee 
9572 oö 

Ds 123300 * A B. — book ac 
200 D e 0911143915 e EIT 7 th . 
F EXT day Beliſarius 15allked-abrodd; 
and ſeated: -himfelf-under idn©old- oak, 
near the road, where-he-expettetÞ his viſitors,” 
How happy am Ih ſays he-cothavertwor vir 
tudus men every day to bear me companys 
This: alleviates my misfortunes! How agreca- 
ble is it to ſtudy the ſocial intereſts:off ſocietyl 
This ſoftens my afflictions! Phe very imagi- 
nation of having but the leaſt ſhare of being o 
ay ſervice; to nations, raiſes — 
1 „ 
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This makes the man, who has it for his con- 
ſtant en, reſemble a Beneficent Crea- | 
tor. 5 Kris A 

Tux emperor 4 tas ag; over don rd fiols 
haſt words. You'ſeem to be in raptures, ſaid 
| the emperor, when you think on a true bene- 
ficence; and indeed, of all the virtues, it affords 
the ſweeteſt and moſt endearing ſatisfaction. 
5 man is certainly happy, who enjoys ſo 

noble a pleaſure The hero replied, if this 
fupreme delight * eee min 1 
agrar ——— vice. Attend, O 
Tiberius, with patience and atternion o whar 

I have to ſay on this ſubject. 1 

Or fovereign authority de tigb at is 
the diſtribution of fayours and marks of grace: 
this partakes of the nature of beneficence, and 
is therefore a pleaſing. exertion of power; but 
in the exerciſe of it, it is requiſite that the 
prince! ſhould be guarded againſt ſeduction. 
The whole of: his intelligence muſt ariſe from 
thoſe ho apptoach his perſon; and of that 
number there is not one who does not for e- 
ver ineulcate, that the ſeat of majeſty is in the 
court; that all regal ſplendor is derived from 
the brilliant appearance that enlivens the pa- 

lace; and that the moſt valuable prerogative 
of the crown diſplays itſelf by a profuſion of 
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favours, which are ſtiled the munißcence 
the ſovereign. Gracious heaven]! the mu- 
niſicence ! it is the ſubſtance of the people 
he beſtows; the ſpoils of the: poor and indi- 
gent !. Thus the prince is deceived by. words: 
adulation and treachery beliege his throne; a- 
ſiduity for ever pays its court; and the habit 
of refuſing nothing gains upon the credulous 
ſovereign, who little thinks of the tears extort - 
ed from the poor by the extravagance of the 
court: exultation ills the palace, and every room 
:choes. with praiſes of the royal muniſicence. 
That muniſicence aſſumes the mien of virtue, 
and wealth is quandered eee 
from whence it came. Alas! would kings 
reflect how their ſplendor grows out of the 
miſery of others; and for the ſake of an un- 
grateful crew, what a number groan in & retch- 
edneſs! But, Tiberius, the prince who; has une 
true friend will be ſure to know this; and he 
will know befides, that true beneficence con - 
fiſts more in oeconomy than laviſh diſtrĩbution; 
that every partial grant is injuſt ice to merit, and 
that from injuſtice (pring:all the > work:evils: 
that can diſtract a ſtate. la een 
- You behold the anions of e 
ſaid Tiberius, with an eye of ſeverity. I con- 
ſider it in its true light, replied the hero, as a 
mere perſonal attachment, which, in the choice 
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of men for publie offices, counteracts the natu- 
ra eour ſe of juſtice, of nature, and of reaſon. 
For juſtiee appt opriates honours to virtue, and 
rewards to merit: for the arduous buſineſs of 
high employments nature brings forth great a- 
bilities and conſummate talents; and ſurely rea- 
ſon directs that of men the beſt poſſible uſe 
ſhould be made: but partiality confers the re- 
compence due to virtue upon elegant and po- 
liſhed vice; and thus complaiſance'is preſerred 
to honeſt zeal, adulation to truth, and meanneſs 


ta elevation of ſoul. The ſuperficial gift of 


pleaſing, as if it were ſuperior to every other 
gift of nature, aſpires to all the favours of the 
crown, and generally engroſſes them. From 
theſe premiſes it may be inferred, that par tia- 
lity in the diſtribution of favours is the ſure mark 
of a bad xeign;;/ and the prince who reſigus in- 
to the Hands of a favourite: the honour of his 
crown and the welfareot his people; brings mar- 
ters to this dilemma; he either ſets a ſmall va- 
Ine: upon what he conſides to his favourite, or 
lee aſeribes to his own choice the power of tranſ- 
forming the fouls of men, as if he were able to 
mould a ſtateſman or an hero out of a RN 
nuated flave, or a youthful profligate. 
Pn xx, ſaid Tiberius, would be an attempt 
| * yo" no ares pe fo ww A pee 
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abound in all ſtates, which may be competent 

ly filled by men of very ordinary talents, . © / 

Nor a fingle employment, replied” Belifari-' 
us, which does not demand, if not an able; arſeaſt 
an honeſt man; but royal favqur is f ttle ſoli- 
citous about the one or the other: on the con- 
trary, both are neglected, or, ſtill worſe, they 
are ſure to meet all the ſittle indignities of a 
ſeornful repulſe. Hence every talent dies in its 
bloom, and eyery virtue withers in the bog. : 
Of talents and of virtues emulation is che vivi- 
fying ſoul; but partiality is immediate eth. 
The ſtate in which this vice prevails may be com- 
paredito thoſe waſte and deſolate tracts, Where: 
N certait uſeful plants ſpontanegully ſhobt ap, pur | 
are robbed of their nutftiment by the briers! an I 
brambles that infeſt the land: and yer this . 
mage of phyſical evil does not fully expreſs the 
policicat miſchief; for under x reign of favou- 
ritiſm, the briers and the brambles are eher in. 
ed, while every ſalutary dar eradieated a 
trampled under foot. 3:1 60 

Jou ſeem to aſſume, ſaid Tiberius that th 
ragal favour invariably wants a due diſeerument 
of ſpirits, and is nevercable to make 4 "right 
choice ef wa- 42 tbe 

RARELx, if ever, 1 BeliCarias, ;nfonaah' 
that if the ſervants of the public were choſen 
by lot, it would be a more -infallible-mode-of 


0 proach. the perſon of the fovereign, what part 


phant, the aiſembler,;and the falſe friend, will: 
be better played by others, who know how to 
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election. Partiality grants its favours to thoſe 


only who intrigue for them: but merit diſdains 
the little arts of i intrigue; and that manly pride 


z decyphered by court interpreters into neglect 


oH the ſovereign, who therefore repays it with: 
calm diſdain, while the aſſiduity of lo ambiti- 


on xeaps every advantage. To a peince thus 


rejudiced, what acceſs can there be for the 
or the hero? Can they degrade themſelves 
to the pliancꝝ of ſlaves ? Can dignity. of mind 
ſubmit. to be a eringing candidate for court - fa- 
vour If nobility: of birth; gives a title to ap- 


is to be acted in a circle of favourites, by truth: 
igtegrigy.and;honour? Are they likely: to excel 
ig the dexterities of flattery and diſſimulation? 


Will they condeſoend to pry into the paſſions of 
their maſter, and explore the ſecret propenſi- 


ties of bis heart? The characters of the ſyco- 


touch the ſtring that ſounds gratefully to the 


royal ear, and to fly over that which will offend, 
Virtue would. appear auk ward in the attempt. 
The favourite will acquit himſelf with grace in 


all theſe particulars, but {till it will ever be a 


million to one that he is unworthy" of —_— 
tinction he enjoys, 7 


TAE favourite of a Ami; juſt, Ai 


* 


% 


- BULTSEACNRTUS © 
table prince, interpoſed the emperor, will, woſt 
1 be a man of integrity, © © 

Ix the court of a diſcerning, juſt, and equi 

table prince, replied Beliſarius, there will be 
no ſuch perſon as a favourite; ſuch a prince 
willbe worthy of friends, and he will have them : 
but favour will do nothing for them.” A faith- 
ful ſervant-would bluſh to be ſo enriched, If 
ever there was a faithful ſervant, the emperor 
Trajan had ſuch'an one to boaſt of in his mi- 
niſter Longinus. That true and worthy friend 
of his maſter was taken priſoner by the Daci- 
ans: the king of that people ſignified to the 
emperor, that, unleſs he acceded to the c ondi- 
tions of peace prdpoſed to him, the captive mi- 
niſter ſhould be put to death. And what was 
Trejan's anſwer? He left it to the honour of 
Longinus to decide, as Regulus had formerly 
done in his own caſe. Behold there the model 
of public characters! Thoſe are the men L have 
in view! How glorious to be the friend of ſach 
a prince! Longinus ſaw the bright oecaſion; 
and with a ſublime of virtue diſpatched hims 
ſelf, leſt pity ſhonld take poſſeſſion of the em- 
peror, and incline him to an * of penny: or 
Per ſonel regard. R 211 

IAM Saw by thi whit of your 
reaſonings, ſaid Tiberius: yes, I now perceive, 
that the * * when rightly underſtood, 


ties, and eminent ſer vices, form the only admiſ- 
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gives no latitude io the affections of the fore- 
reign: but are there not incidents unconnect- 
ed with the intereſts of the people, in which he 
way 3 give a Wye to his Fan f- 
. : 2 7. OI pa 
I ANSWER in 7 oh negative, replied BUifbri- 
us: the prince has no poſitive unconnected in- 
tereſt; every thing is relative to the whole. The 
ſmalleſt matters are of importance, and even 


the very civillties of a king mult be addreſſed 


wich caution. Royal favour, it has been ſaid, 
is but a partial evil, and diſplays itſelf only in 
little things; but a deviation from the ſtrict 
rule of right, even in trifles, will ſoon become 


habitual, and from ſmall-irregularities to great 
exceſs the progreſs is rapid. The circle of the 


forereign' s favour enlarges itſelf, and to baſk 
ia the ſun- fine of his ſmiles, grows a general 


deſire; each courtier ſtrives to wriggle himſelf 
into his favour; and the fence:hus thrown down, 
bow ſhall a prince reſiſt the ardor of importu- 


nity, and the frequency of ſolicitation? The 


fence that ſhould guard him, my beſt Tiberi- 
us, is 4 determination of the will to be always 
Juſt and good. When a principle of vpright- 


neſs is known to guide the choice of men, it 


. muſt then be merit, and merit alone, that can 


hope for prefermetit. Talents, exalted quali- 
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able claim: the candidate for honours muſt reg« 
der himſelf worthy of them. Iatrigue is diſ- 
countenanced. and emulation is animated. Am: 
bicion is obliged to proceed by manly ways, and 
ſtarting at the thought of being detected, abans». 
dons her little ſchemes of perſidy and cunning. 


How different is the cafe, when the prinee is 
under the influence of perſonal affection? To 


gain the aſcendant over that affection, becomes 

the buſineſs of all. He who poſſeſſes the arts 
of inſinuation, and knows how to cabal with the 
ſervants of upper ſervants, purſues his drudge- 
ry through all its ſtages, and creeps up to pre>, 
ferment, meanly riſing to ſplendid infamy.. In 


the mean time the man of virtuous pride retires; 


and with the conſent of all, he is reſigned to 
oblivion... If it ſhoald happen, that for. ſome 


| important | ſervice, he is called from obſcurity, 


to make one in the glittering, crowd; or if it 
ſhould be neceſſary to employ him on ſome oc 
caſion worthy of his abilities; ſtanding uncon- 


nected with faction, he finds all parties combi» 


ned againſt bim, till at length it is viſible, that 


| he muſt cither debaſe himſelf, by counter mi - 


ning the dark deeds of his enemies, or elſe ſur⸗ 
render to them at diſeretion. The court where 
intrigue prevails, is a wild uproar of paſſions, 
in which the {till voice of truth can never be 


7 heard. The public geod is an Wee 
K 
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very enterpr e is judged by its rent; and yet 


* 


thing, and per ſonal affection is the fountain of 
all praiſe and cenſure; partiality paſſes its'deci- ” 


ſions upon all occurrences; and the prifce, en- 
 compaſſed round with falſehoods, diſtracted with | 


doubt, ſuſpicion and miſtruſt, ſcarcely ever puts 
an end to the waverings of his mind, bat to vere 
minate in error. | 
Wu r does not be depend pet the cine 

of fats ? ſaid Tiberius; facts are obſtinate wit- 
neſſes, and the reftiniony they give, is bold 1 7 
loud. FEY 

"Fxcrs, replied Beliſarius, are not {ob 


nate as you may imagine: they rake a newcom- 


plexion from the contrariety of reporters. E- 


events too frequently give the palm to raſtinefs, 


und defeat the beſt concerted ſchemes of gen- 
us and ability. Men are often more fortunate 


man wife, and there are occaſions when the 
ptopoſition is reverſed. In either eaſe/ the cha- 
Tiers of men may ſuffer much from prejudice, 


and that more particularly in a court, where 


the colours of good and evil are all derived 
rom t Ie prevailing opinions of party and Fae- 


4 Jus rixrax, i in his old age, is 2 bach y 
example, faid the emperor ; oy has been cruel- 


ty deceived! 
AL A6! replied belt, who Has more rea- 
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emperor, I moſt heartily; rejoice; for the life 


erte appginted by a new 


* WJ 1. 1 r N . * 3 r * * * 2 * N ** „ 8 

> Ju Lo batt 1 5 N 4 9 A AY" ö „ wma 
FL | e CON TRE . SHES — 
jy => "+ 7 * © IS 45 * g 5 e > WA 7 AE 4 * « % IL * "3 
7 5 1 ey ES I it . 2 
ob :, 2 , > F * * N - 
. . . ky . 

— * * 


n 


BE 11 1 8 a K * 0 8 499% 
fon- PH myſelf to know. Phat has heen;praRin 
ſed upon the credulity of Juſtinian? Who is 
better acquainted with the. ſnares that faction 
laid for him? It was faction ſent Narſas into 
Italy, to interrupt the proſperity of Beliſarius 


The emperor little ĩimagined that a miniſter ot 


the finances would be a dangerous rival of: the 


general: but Narſes had his faction at court. 
and he ſoon found ane in the camp: à ſpitit | 


of diſſenſion prevailed, and Milan, the 1 
of Italy, was loſt. Narſes was recalled; but too 
late; the iide of ſucceſs was now ebbing away: 
Milan had been lacked, her inhabitants put to 

the ſword, and all Liguria diſmembeted from 
the empire. That Narfes was pardoned by the 


of {a great a. man, * we haxe one obligation, 


# leaſt, ta the decline of all military diſcipline; 
In the virtuos days of the republic, for the 
eomplicated crimes pf diſobadience, and the ſe- 
9uyRion.of pant gf a, army, Narſes-would have 
_ aroned wh his head. 1 Was recalled in my 
turn. I's ſusceed me in the command of the 


army. ele xen chiefs, all janlous of each other, 
. 7 led party: Dil 
£014 prevailed in their councils, and they Were 
defeated, By this means, we loſt gll-lealy: The 
command was transferred to me, but Imoragey + 
e Pand.. lib, 49. ts; 16. 5 
hy K 2. | 
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neral without an army. I was obliged to tra- 
verſe over Thrace and Illyria in queſt of ſol- 
diers. A ſcanty number, not exceeding four 
thouſand, was collected together. With this 
_ Faſh-levied body, who had neither cloaths, hor- 
tes; arms, or proviſions; I marched into Italy. 
In this condition, what was to be done? With 
the utmoſt difliculty, I prevented Rome from 
falling into the hands of the enemy. Tbe ca- 
bal at court rejoiced at this diſaſtrous proſpect 
of affairs: J hings are going as we could wiſh, 
ſaid they; he is in the laſt extremity; merely 
ſtanding at bay a little, to be preſently over- 
u belmed in ruin. Amidſithedeſolationof their 
country, I was the only object of their atrenti- 
on: to ſee my ruin accompfiſhed, they would 
have compounded to ſee the ſtate ſhook to its 
foundations, I demanded a ſupply of men, and 
I was recalled; Nav ſes, with a powerfuFarmy, 
was appointed to ſucceed me; and, beyond alt 
queſt ion: Narſes had abilities to juſtify the choice. 
That he was named to the command, was per- 
haps a publie benefit; but before I was wound- 
ed, the common -· wealth received # ftab: the 
tuin of Beliſarius was purchaſed at the expence 
of the ſtate. There lies the miſchief of par 
ty. To raiſe or overturn à ſingle man, an en- 
tire army, perhaps an empire, muſt be ſacrift 
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_ ALas!- exclaimed Juſtinian, I now * 


the treacheroys arts by chich your glary ws. 


obſcured... What an indelible ſtain ta the em- 
peror, thus 10 bene be is ak HE: of 
Four enemies! e 
Mx good neighbapr, replied: clifari „ den 
are little am are of the refinement which court 
policy has acquired in the arts of deſtruſtion 
you do not know the genius af inigne, har 
Aire it is, how perſevering, how aſſiduons, cud 
implacable; Reſpectful and obſequious to hr 
Lenne the lovergign, it manages with cau- 
tion, and works its effæct by degrees, like the 
drop af water that ouly poxes at firſt through 
its fauce, ſaps on by imperceptible ſſrokes, and 
then in one ruſhing torrent bears down all. C- 
bal and party have this further advantage o 


miſtruſt, and of courſe without precaution; + he 
has nothing to oppoſe to the malice of his ene 
mies, but his: upt ight conductf which is over 
diſcoloured by envy, and his honeſt fame, of 
which the report chat rings throughebt the 
realm, expires and dies away at che gates of the 
palace. Envy alone is privileged within the 
verge of the court; and the charaſter againſt 
which her ſhafts are aimed, is ſure to fall a 
victim. In the courſe of human contingencies: 
it. cannot otherwiſe happen, but thatevery<om- 
3: 


their ſide, that the man of honour is without 15 


e 
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— muſt experience the viciſſitudes of for- 
tune, and find his train of victory ſometimes in- 
rerrupted; of every cafualty envy takes ad van- 
tage, and makes even accidents a ground of im. 
peachment. Has the commander done all that 
was poſſible? he ouglit to have done better; 
ay body but himſelf would have acted upon a 
different plan; he did not make a right uſe of 
His opportunities,” The charge againſt him is 
aggravered; and the good he has done dwindles 
into nothing. The reſult is, that the man who 
-ean be uſeful to his country, is the moſt dan- 
gerous per ſon in it. To the misfortune of the 
_ Public, bis downfal is effected; and to their 
greater mis fortune, ſome worthlefs wretch is 

1 fore to riſe upon his ruins. Another conco- 

| mitant evil is, the impreſfion' made upon the 

19 minds of men, by the melancholy profſpe& of 
if virtue in diſtreſs, and of vice exulting in prof- 
1 perity. Public ſpirit grows languid at the re- 
ai ' flexion; that all the fine incentives of honour 
Hi are extinguiſhed 5; guilt is emboldened, the evil 

Ceiounſcience forgets to bluſh, and exceſfes of eve- 
ry kind rio with impunity. Such are the e- 

Vils chat attend a reigtof favouritiſm. Judge 
Fourſelf how ſuch a diſpoſition may Ham rar 
yy ruin of the ſtate. © 

© *Wirzovr" doubt, ſaid Juſtinian, it is the 
9 — dangerous infirmity that ever byaffed the 


— 
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its fall. By a length of duration all its vigour 
is exhauſted; and it muſt ſhare at laſt the com 


 BELTSARIUS gy 
pied! of a prince; but i in an old man, who for 
thirty years has ſtruggled to- no pur poſe id 
the ſtorms of fortune, and at; laſt, inſpire of 
all his efforts, ſees the tempeſt ready to burſt 


in ruin on his head: in one thus worn out "47 


with age and troubles, may it not be deemed 


an excuſable weakneſs, if he endeavours to 


ſweeten his cares, or at 1eaſt to alleviate them, 
by indulging the private affections ? Iewill an! 
ſwer no purpoſe to be toe ſanguine in our 
hopes; let us not deceive ourſelves with flat- 
tering ideas of the publie condition even no 
the empire by its owu weight is tottering to 


mon fate which brought the empires of Belus 


and Cyrus to their diſſolution. Like them it 
has flouriſhed in ſplendor, and ae an it 


muſt moulder iato run: 
IAM no fataliſt, replied: Belifhrius; 0 


| aa fo revolutions. of government: that would 
be to give a ſanction to our preſent degenera- 


ey of ſpirit, and male deſpair fyſtematical. 


That all ſublunary things, and kingdoms a- 


mongſt them, periſh-and-die away, Lam not 


now to learn; but that nature has traced the 


bounds of exiſtence to all its productions ſeems 


| a poſition: rather problematical. The body 
ö natural indeed has its period when the animal 
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gour. and to ſpaſms that elerate for a while, 
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tuaions decay, and calinly we welcome death; 5 
but there never does occur a moment, in which 
it is allo well us to deſpair of the common - 
wealth. The body - politie, it muſt not be diſ- 
ſembled, is ſubject to convulſions that ſhake its 
frame, to flaw diſorders. that conſume its vi- 


io lunge it into deeper dejection afterwards. 
Civil, contentien breaks the conſticutional- 


ſtrengih. repoſe is apt to relax, and activity 
| Nrains- all: its efforts; but none of theſe aceir 


dents are mortal in their nature By this, na- 
tions after having ſtraggled under various 
from the very brink of deſtruſtion. Old age 


On of ſtates is not therefore marked out; the- 


the conſtitution: of the empire is now enfee- 
bled, and ſank into a languiſhing ſtate, It be- 
boxes us to diſcern where the latest poiſon 
lies, to trace the diſtempes ſromits ſirit ſprings; 
this will furniſh ample matter for . further 
. — chat this ſhould 
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ſooner than uſual the next day, ' and was 
full of impatience to have thoſe'woands fully 


probed, which had brought the late into ſuch 4 


a” languiching condition. Beliſarĩus went as 


low as the reign of Conſtantine. Is it not to 


de lamented, ſaid he, that ſo bright à genius 
ſhould be fo much miſtaken in the propriety 
of the means to produce the end deſired; and 
to uſe more vigorous means for the extinctioũ 
of the empire, than would have been neceſſary 
to retrieve its ancient honours? to/abgliſh the 
Prætorian bands, to adopt into the ſtate the chil- 


dren of thoſe, who were incapable of giving 
them inſtruction &; the authority of the pre. 
fect diſtributed id were hands f. were mas 


kin nes of FOR 2 Tue lags upon 
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* When that parent v Ln: to Py” his 
child, the. tate took the charge upon itſelf; and the 
infant was educated at the expence of the public: and 
this law Conſtantine directed to be engraved on mar- 


ble, that he might perpetuate: it through a all ſucce(live 
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the frontiers aſſigned to the veteran ſoldiers; 
h formed an Agrarian army for the defence 
ef the empire; this was indeed a wiſe inſtitu- 
tion, a large and comprehenfive-policy. Why 
did not he adhere entirely to a plan ſo juſt 
and ſimple? He did not fee, or he was un- 
willing to ſee, that, to trauſplant the ſeat of 
empire, it muſt be torn up by the very roots. 
In vain did he propoſe to himſelf. that the cis 
ty he was founding ſhonld be a ſecond Rome: 
in rain was the latter deſpoiled of its rich: 
eſt ornaments for the decoration of the. for : 
mer: it was a mere theatrical ſhifting of 
| feenery, de en ApeRtacte of e; 
mige. 
Tov oſtonith me, ſaid Tibarien. joverenps- 
ing him; I wes. uſed to think the capital of 
the world more advamageoully ſituated upon 
the Boſphorus, in the middle of two feas, and 
between Europe and Aſia, than in the heart 
of Itgly, upon the banks of a tiver, which 
fearee deſerves the name of navigable, * 
ConsTANTINE thought as you do, — 
ed Belifarius, and he was miſtaken. Theſtare 
which is obliged to earry war into foreign 
-territofics,” muſt be gorerned by a ſound in- 
ternal. policy, compact within itſelf, and ea 
to be defended. Such was the advantage of 
Healy, The hand of nature ſeened to. have 
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made it a reſidence for the maſters of the ; . 
world. The mountains and the ſea, which 


incloſe it, formed a ſtrong barrier againſt inva - 


ſion: guard but the Alps, and Rome was guard - 
ed too. If that fetice proved toe weak to re- 
pel the enemy, the Appennines afforded a ſafe 
retreat. and ſerved as a rampart to half Ita- 
It was there that Camillus gave the 
Gavls a fignal overthrow ; and in that ſpot 


 Narſes obtained his brilliant N over To: o- 
tila. | 


Ar prefent the empire has no fixed ims 


movettte' centre; but lies open and expoſed 


to all the aſſaults of fortune. Aſk the Scythi - 
an, the Sarmatian, and the Sclavonian, Whe- 
ther the Heber, the Danube, and the Tanais, 


are barriers to obſtruct the march? On that 


ſide Byzaatium is dur only fence; chat its walls 


are not in due repair is not the circumſtance 


that grieves me moſt. 
Wurn Rome was the ſear * empire, the 


eſtabliſhed policy of government was able to 


carry the vigour of its laws from the centre 
to the extremity of the Rate : all Italy was 


Under its immediate influence, wirhin the reach 
of the adminiſtration: the law gave the —_ 
to the manners, and the manners in their turn 1 


made grave and faithful miniſters of juſtice, 
We hare indeed now the ſame inſtirucions” 
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but as all is tranſplanted from the place of itz 
growth, the conſequence is, that every thing 
droops, as if regretting its native ſoil, The 
empire is not collected in itſelf, as it was be- 
fore: it is enlarged, and thereby weakened. 
The national character has loſt its ſpirit even 
the endearing name of country is gone from 
amongſt us. Italy was renowned for men 
who imbibed with their firſt breath the love 
of their country, and grew to manhood amidſt 
the exerciſes of the Campus Martius. At 
preſent, where is the cradle, and where the 
ſchool of warriors? The Dalmatians, the II- 
Iyrians, and the Thracians, who are now mingl- 
ed with us, are in fact as foreign as the Nu- 
midians and the Moors. No common iptereſt 
to unite them in one common cauſe, no kind - 
red ſpirit to .aQuate and inſpire them. Re. 
member that you are Romans, {aid a command- 
er to his ſoldiers, in the days of the old repub- 
lie; and that ſhort-harangue was of efficacy to 
brace their nerves for labour, and to render 
them. invincible in battle. What animating 
topic have we to inſiſt upon? Shall we lay, 
Remember that you are Armenians, Numidi: 
ant, or Dalmatians We are no longer one 
i body· politic, and there lies the cauſe of our 
debility. The projectors of our new ſettle 
ment were not aware that to form the coaliti- | 
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on; that unity of intereſts, which we call our 
country, requires the progreſſive toil of ages, 
tho ſlow and imperceptible working of ſenti- 
ment, habit, and opinion. Our new city was 
embelliſhed by Conſtantine with ſtatues of Ro- 
man heroes; but alas! the poliey was ineffec- 
tual, for the men whoſe images we only ſaw, 
lired and breathed the flame of liberty in the 
capitol! The genius that inſpired them, did 
riot embark on board our ſhips; we imported 
inanimate marble only. Paulus Emilius, the 
Scipios, and the Catos, are ſilent here and 
mute; they are foreigners at Byzantium; 
but at Rome they harangued the people, and 
the people under ſtood and felt them. a 

I Do not perceive, ſaid Joſrinian, - but the 
empire, ſince the ſeat of government was re- 
moved, has enjoyed a truer ſtate of peace and 
ſecurity, than i it knew at Rome for a long ſe- 
ries of years. The people there had fallen in- 
to degeneracy, and the ſenate ſunk e in 
ſhame and ſervitude. . 

Wa xn the adminiſtration is confided to im- 
proper hands, replied Beliſarius, the ſtrength 
and dignity of every ſtate will be impaired, 


and a train of calamities muſt enſue. At Rome, 
however, nothing but one good reign was 


wanting to recal the conſtitution to its firſt 


principles. Take a view of Adrian s admini- 
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ſu ation: the ſtate ſeemed under him to riſe 
out of its ruins. Behold Marcus Aurelius 
upon the throne: to what an height of glory 
and magnificence was the condition of the em- 
pire raiſed by the conduct of that excellent 
Prince! Roman virtue has been often eclipſed, 
but not extinguiſhed: whenever a prince ap- 
peared of a genius to rekindle the ſpirit of his 
country, the latent fire was always ready to 
mount into a blaze. But alas! every princi- 
ple of virtue is now deſtroyed: the ſeed muſt 
be ſown again; and that muſt be the arduous 
talk. of a long reign, founded in, juſtice, mode- 
ration, and wiſdom, Nothing but a prodigy 
of this ſort can redeem us in this juncture. 
Our very victories may be the ruin of the ſtate. 
We he ve an hundred enemies to cope with, and 
thoſe enemies have but one. An idea is con- 
ceived that they may be all ſubdued; and jet 
one is no ſooner cruſhed, but he riſes again; 
_ a freſh foe is ever ready to find us employment, 
and by a rapidity-of ſucceſſion, they gire breath- 
ing time to each other. By this diverſion of 
dur arms a conſtant alarm is kept up, and the 
Nate, thus diſtracted, grows feeble every day. 
The march of armies to various and diſtant 
places conſumes our ſtrength; che vigour of 
our meafures ſtrains every nerve, to relax us 


en in the end; and every Toys is a wound 
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| which has not time to cloſe. Thus, aſter an 
exertion of all the powers of the empire to 
maintain its own importance, a ſiugle day ſhall 
ſhake it to its foundation, and render the labour 
of twenty years abortive in a ſingle hour. Ne- 
collect how often, under the preſent reigu, 
our ſtandard has been hurried about the world, 

from the Tiber to the Euphfrates, and from 

the Euphrates to the Danube! And noc 
what is the eonſequente? what is che fruſt ot 43 
ſo many victories, under Mundus, Ger mani 

eus, Salomon, Nat ſes, and myſelf, if I may be 
added to the vamber? A n is 50 we e 

obtained at laſt. 

And if eur tifoties exhauſt us, —_ the 


22 iris . benutz ee _—_ oo 


1 @ "peace; replies Beifavins, i is not 
the wig to pre eech caltinitiesaFrar;- 'The 
ſarage of the North has nothing in view but 
bebty; and if he is ſure of gaining ft, dig n 
tire to frequent ineurſtons grows the ſong. - 
er. The Perſian need only ſpread” au alarm | 
every year through our faireſt provinees in R. 
nia, and he goes back loaded with dur money. 
A new way of exterminating the platteres, 
by holding forth the booty that invites Bim? 
The price of peace becomes the principe of 


"oy * by — their 
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ſubjects, have pampered and inflamed the avs · 
rice of their enemies. 

Jov affect me deeply, aid Juſtivian; 1 
Wart would you oppoſe to the invaſions of 
the enemy: A good army, replied Beliſarius; 
and, above all, a people free and happy. When 
the barbarians ruſh into our provinces, they 
are attracted by the love of plunder; and 
though they leave deſolation and hatred be - 
| hind them, yet their purpoſe is anſwered if 
they leave impreſſions of terror alſo, - The 
caſe is different with an empire that would 
maintain its poſſeſſions in ſecurity, If it does 
not endear its government to mankind, it may 
as well abdicate; for it is a, ſelf-evident, pro- 
poſition, that all authotity founded on feat 
| will grow weak at every remove from the ca» 
| pital, till at laſt; fading by degrees, it is loſt in 
diſtance. - To rule by the medium of fear from 
Taurus to the Alps, and from Caucaſus to the 
foot of Atlas, is an impoſſibility in politics. 
If the ſubject groans under the weight of his 
grievances, and power ſupports itſelf by the 
Meat of his brow, of what moment is it to him 
whether Romans or Perſians are his — 
The authority that burdens us will never be 
well defended; and. the nation. that has not 
ſpirit to reſiſt oppreſſion, will.crouch with tame 
acquicſcence under the firſt delirerer that ap- 
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pears. Would you give ſtability to-govern- 
ment? lay your foundation in the affections of 
mankind; and the affections of mankind; are e- 
ver attached to the principles of humanity, of 
beneficence, integrity, public faith, and zeal for 
the happineſs of million. Thoſe are the vir- 
tues that command a willing people. Fhe ſpi- 
Fit of the conſtitution is then diffuſed over the 


part; the people are all as one hand and ane 
heart, and every provinee is the ſeat of govern- 
ment. | | — 5 7 16 1 f * 3: £37 { * 
I 8#aLL have frequent occaſion: to allude 
to myſelt, continued Boliſarius; and, my wor- 
thy young man, faid he te Tiberius, by ap- 
poealing to my experience you have made all 
apology for egotiſm unneceſſary. When E 
had the condutt of the war in Africa, I conſi- 
| deretl thoſe regions as part of my native coun 
ty. The regular autl ſtrict diſcipline, Which 
I 6eſtabliſhed throughouc my army, procured 
dhe good will ef mankind, and attracted plenty 
from every quarter. In a little time I had 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my camp. reſorted to 
2 & ſanctuary by every varieus .people,. who- 


'crowded to my ſtasdard and liſted under me. 
The day which ſaw me enter Carthage at the 
head of a victorious army, did not hear a lin- 


geile groan; neither the quiet nor the uſual em- 


whole dominion, alive and aftive in each diſtant 
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ployments of the citizens ſuffered on the oc- 
caſion: induſtry and commerce: purſued their 
intereſs, as if it had been a time of profound 
peace; and in return for this benefit felt by all 
orders of men, it was in my power to become 
the king of a people who called me their com- 
mon father. The ſame happened to me in 
Italy: there the native inhabitants gathered a- 
; bout me in crowds, reſigning themſelves to the 
empire; and at Ravenna 1 received the ſuppli- 
"cations of the Goths imploring their conquer- 
or to be their ſovereign. Behold here the influ- 
| "ence; the empire of humanity. Do not ſuſ- 
Peck t that Tam here my on panegyriſt: all 
my merit conſiſted in following the leſſons the 
very barbarians gave me. Tes, even the bar- 
batians c can boaſt their Titus and their Marcus 
| Aurelius.” Theoderic and Totila deſerved 
the love of human kind. Je cities of Italy 
exclaimed Belifartus, what a contraſt have you 
feen between us and the barbarians! At Na- 
Ples in particular, my eyes beheld men, wo- 
wen, and children, flaughtered in one com- 
mon carnage. I flew to their affiſtance: I 
matched the unbeppy, the innocent victims 
from the fury 'of an incenſed ſoldiery: but I 
Was ſingle in oppoſition to them, and my en- 
| rreates were hoſt in air: the men whoſe duty 
it was to ſecond me, were inteut on plunder, 
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The ſame place was reduced by the generous 
Totila. Thrice-happy prince! he had the glo- 
ry of ſaving it from the ravage of his troops. 
His deportment was that of a tender fathet᷑ in 
the midſt of his family. Humanity cannot di- 4 
play a fcene more truly pathetic than this ge» 
nerous prince exerting. his beſt offices for the 
protection of a people that ſurrendered to his 
arms. It was the ſame at Rome; that very Rome 
which ſaw the officers of the empite, in the 
midſt of all the horrors of a famine, carrying 
on the deteſtable trade af a monopoly. It was 
in this manner our enemies conciliated the af 
ſections of mankind. Their juſtice aud mode- 
ration hurt us more than their valour. 
hag on our part, did we counteract their 
virtues? In no ſhape whatever: the inhuman» 
ty, the avarice, and tyranny of our commanders 
leagued with the enemy, and ſerved their cauſe. 
1 had no ſooner; reſigned the command in Ita- 
| ly, than the ſame Goths, whoſe proffered crown 
I had jaſt refuſed, with one general conſent, 
with a kind of epidemic ſpirit, kindled to indig- 
nation by the malver ſation of thoſe who ſucceed- 
ed me, reſolved at once to ſhake off the yoke. 
Hence the reign of Totila, and all the mĩsfor- 
tunes of Italy. When I had ſubdued the Van- 
dals, it was my ambition to ſettle terms of ami- 


106 e the empire and the Moors; and, I 
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thought I had ſueceeded to my fatisfaction: but 


dendmen. Can it be expected that, harraſſod 


m back was ſcarcely turned when our honou- 


Fable plunderers, our chiefs, who made war a 


gainful trade, our illuſtrious ſons of riot and ra- 
Pacity, infringed every treaty L had made; and 
let looſe the moſt horrible violence to pillage 
their cities and deſolate their fields. By deſpe- 
ration the Moors were ſoon rouzcd to yenge- 
ance, and our provinces were deluged wich 
blood. From oppreſſion fprung revolt, and all 
* bands of peace were rent aſuuder. 
Fon the ſame cauſes in the hrart of the 
n the fame effects have been produced, 
Imbecility in miniſters, avarice-in pro-conſuls, 
inhumanity and de ſpotiſm in the governors-of 
eities and of provinces; theſe are the enot mi- 


ties which I have ſeen in every quarter. To 
theſe it is owing. that every department of go- 


vrrument is now become au intolerable charge 


tothe people. In order to enforee a paſſive o- 


bediene under the burchen, recourſe is had to 
meaſures of the moſt grie vous nature: the mi- 
Htia has been abohſhed;, and the ſubject has been 
-excluded from the ſacerdotal order; nay, the 
righe of alienating their property has been 


-wreſted from them; and, to erown the whole 


with what wilt ſcarcely be believed, they are 
deprived” of the miſerable liberty of becomiag 
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thus cruelly, the people will be reconciled to 


the. yoke that galls them?! Can there exiſt in 


their idea any ties of. intereſt, or of duty, be- 


| tween them and their oppreſſors? The burſt of 


every groan that deſpair and miſery extort, is 
inſtantly. proclaimed treaſon; and armies are 


marched. to carry fire and ſword through the 


provinces. _ A new and.cruel way of reducing 


mankind to obedience by their total ruin! and 
then, of what uſe are ſubjects thus reduted, 


and broken · hearted under 'a load of grie- 
vances? A well-governed people ſhould be at 
once both ſpirited and complying; and both 


theſe qualities would unite. Were they not pre? 
| vented, by the pride and; avroganee of little ty+ 


rants, who too often make the reign of a well 
diſpoſed prince an odious i FEM of 7 w 


arbitrary power. 


Ix is upon miniſters, pod all es lids fabltis 
rates. of authority, that a ſoyereign muſt depend 


for the love or the hatred of mankind. Ha 


ought therefore to watch them with a careful 


and a jealous eye. They are too often the _ 


moſt cruel enemies he has; for of all the evils 


that can attend a prince, the averſion of his peo- 


ple is the worſt, and yei that is brought upon 
him by his officers of ſtate. Whatever then 
dare for the gratification of ſpleen, pride, ava- 
rice, and all their — paſſions, it x 
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all, in miniſterial language, the direction of the 


| fovercign; it is for the ſupport of government, 


Though they are the planners of every perni- 
cious project, yer, in carrying it into execution, 
they are, if you will believe them, but ſervants 


pf the crown; and thus the prince is made the 


involuntary unconſcious ſcourge of a people he 


loves. My dear Tiberios, continued the hero, 


fever your royal maſter has the happineſs of 


_ Embracing you as his friend, let it beyour ad- 


vice never to Mlacketi the reins of authority, W 
that'all who are under it may feel the curb of 
Juſtice. - Every act of perry tyranny committed 


in the name of the prince, is ſure to fully the 
_ laflre of his crow with the tears of the ali 


ed. An evil adminiſtfation is 4 fibeF upon the 
character of the ſovereign. But when iniquity 


is controuled, when corruption is checked, and 


the grievances of the ſubject redreſſed by a pa- 
triot prince, the complaints of injured men will 
indeed be addre ſſed to the throne, but no wur · 
mur lags againſt it will ever be heard. The in- 
dignariow of the ſubject wilt be pointed at its 
proper object; ir will purſue the authors of pub- 
lie miſchief, while the good and upright ſove · 


| reign | ſtill PE the affeQions of a nn | i 


Tuzkk is derbi inverpoſed Juſtinion, 


1 more beautiful i in weer. than a prince attend- 


3 
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diſtracted by the multiplicity of views. To bear 
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jog to the movements of every minute wheel 


ip the great machine of government, But the 


objects are too complicated, and he would be 


the complaints of the ſubject, and to examine 


tbings to the bottom, ſo as to decide in all ca- 


ſes with juſtice and moderation, would indeed 
be an illuſtrious taſk, but it is greatly above th 8 
powers. of any prince whatever. - 

Tos E are the phantoms of aiffculty, repli- | 
ed Bcliſarius, that are conjured up to deter bim 
from the taſk; but thoſe phantoms, when exa-- 
mined. with a ſtedfaſt eye, diſcover themſelycs 


to be mere mockery, and they vaniſh, The 


art of goverging, we ſhall ſee to-morrom, is b; 
no means fo complicated, as politic men would. 
make us believe. Farewel, my friends. Ton 


| ſee how, of my own accord, I now engage ].. 
| ſelf more deeply in this diſcuſſion than I ar firſt; 


intended. To rule idea! kingdoms | is a kind of 
caſtle-building which the imagination of man is 
fond of indulging; and there are few, I believe, 


who in their viſionary reign and their dreams 
of power, do not, like myſelf, think themſelves _ 
capable of regulating the fate of empires, Po- 


litical theories, ſaid Juſtinian, are often the de- 
lirious chimeras of the yulgar, but they are, at 


the ſame time, the noble ſpeculations of the ſage 
and the philoſopher, | 


wo E LISARIUS. 


Jos riIxIAx withdrew, much affected with 
| the reaſonings and wiſe obſer vations he had 

heard. His courtiers at ſupper obſer ved that 
the ſtate never was ſo happy, nor in a more 
fouriſhing condition than at preſent. It muſt 
certainly be fo, replied the emperor, for I ob- 
ſerve you riot in abundance ; the empire muſt | 
be happy, for I ſee you always i in a ſtate of diſ- 
ſipation. The people are no more than a mere 

cypher, and the court with you is the empire. 

Their countenances changed at this, and they 

were confounded, They concluded among 
themſe! ves that his frequent conferences with 
Tiberius was the occaſion of the reſerye that 
he had ſhewn to them of late. Popular virtue 
and humanity, ſaid they, has over-heated the 
mind of this young zealot. Such as him is dan- 
gerous about a court; we muſt endearour to have 


ya remored. 


CHAP. xn. 


next day, not knowing any thing of the 
intrigue of the tourt party. He began with 


reduce things to their moſt ſimple principles. 
He ſhould in the firſt place conſider the true in · 
tereſt of his people, and what they might rea- 
ſonably expect from his conduct That is a 


is good for the whole kingdom. As for exam- 


ple, Tiberius, was you a farmer, what would 
= you expect to be the duty of your ſovereign ?. 
_ Tiberias replied, I ſhould expect my property 
| preſerved, and an unmoleſted right, after all the 
daes of the crown were paid, to enjoy the fruits 
of my labour and induſtry, I fhould expect 
that I and my family ſhould be protected from 
iojuſtice, violence, and oppreſſion. Tou an- 
ſwer well / replied Beliſarius; this is an anſwer 


M 
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"H E blind old hero met "his two „ el the 


obſerving, that the ſovereign who would be 2 
real, and not a nominal prince, ſhould always 


large field of contemplation indeed. replied Ti- 
beriusBeliſarius replied, there is no diffi- 
culty, nor any thing to perplex it, for the wants 
of one ſingle perſon is the wants of the whole; 
ſo that each of us may always eaſily know what 
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to the whole: every freeman and citizen re- 


quires the ſame, The prince on his part, ſays 


Belifarius, demands from his people the neceſ- 
ſary ſupplies, and obedience to his laws. with a 
proper force to ſupport the authority of go- 
vernment, This is juſt, and eaſily underſtood, - 
Now, what is the concern of the people with 


regard to one another? To be honeſt, induſ- 


trious, not to over reach nor defraud one ano- 
ther, but to live in peace and harmony, each 
peaceably enjoying his own poſſeſſions; and this 
is human happineſs. Twelve tables, at one time, 
comprized the laws of Rome; and that time 
was at leaſt as eligible as the preſent. What 
we call juſt, is the balance of what is uſeful, 
and the liquidation of what is coming to each 


individual from the aggregate of public good. 
Let equity adjaſt this account, and the code 


which directs it, need not be long. But equity 
is now embroiled with complications, that have 


ſwelled to an unwieldy ſize. This miſchief is 


owing to the capricious detail of an arbitrary 
diſpoſition, which ſets up its own caprice in the 
Place of law, and then makes the law as vague | 
and uncertain as that very caprice itſelf: it is 


owing to a poor puſillanimity, that with ſolici- 


tude is ever inventing new ſnares to entangle 
civil liberty: it is owing to the pride and jea - 


| louſy of power, which never thinks it can make: 
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its weight ſufficiently felt: and in ſhort; it is ow- 
ing to a vain deſire of ſuperintending a multi- 
plicity of minute objects, which would all — 

whemſelves clear, and be properlyadjuſted with⸗ 


out any ſuch ſuperintendence. A digeſt has 


been made in the preſent reign of edicts and de- 


erees without number; but after all, it is the 


ſchool for lawyers, and not for the people; wheres 


as it is the people who ought to be inſtructed, 


in their duties and their rights. Every citizen 
ought, in the firſt inſtance; to be his own judge: 


ic is fit, therefore, that every citizen ſhould 


know diſtinctly and with preeiſion what is pre- 


ſcribed, for bid, and permitted by the law. To 


this end there need only be a few good laws 


ſimple, clear, ſenſible; and eaſy in their applicas 
tion to the actions of men. This would faci- 


the detail of ſubtleties that now entangle it. For 


conduct; are univerſally felt and underſtood; 


the ſubject exults in his ſecurity, and acquieſces 


in ſubordination: he perceives the aſcertained 


degree of political liberty, which he gains in 
return for the reſignation of his natural privi⸗ 
f leges to the authority of the ſtate; and finding 
his own private adventage in the public fatety, 
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litate the adminiſt ration of jaſtice, and abridgs 


when the rights and the duties annexed to civil · 
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| Alicution, which has united both in ſo beautiful 
a connexion · I would aſk to what reaſon is it 
to be aſſigned, that the fubje& is ſo often re- 
ſractory to the authority of government? It is 
becauſe the laws, which limit and abridge the 


hberty of the people, are ever expounded with 


rigour; while, on the other hand; thofe which 


ſavour natural freedom, receive too often a ne- 
gligent, a temporizing conſt ruction. But this 
abuſe would be effectually remedied by the fair 


ſimplieity of a popular cede, or a fyſtem adapt- 
ed to the capacity of the whole community; 


from whence it would reſult, that the judges, 
obfer ving mankind fufficiently inftruded in the 


rules of right, nay in a capacity to appeal from 


them to a known, preciſe, and determinate law, 


would be upon their guard not to make it com- 


ply with accaſions,.or to vary thevpiir of | It se- 


- cording to their own diſcretion. 
Ox laws, which are deſigned to a 


on the rights of the ſubject, thoſe. that faſten 


upon property are the worſt, and moſt liable 


to abuſe. They are not indeed levelled at the 
lives and liberties of the people; but the hands 


of the people are never tied ap; but with an in- 
tention roplunder them. Of the exceſſes, more- 


over, committed by the officers of the revenue, 
there is ſcarcely ever one that does not involye 


in it he crime of ararice- This then is the 


- 
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firſt object to NMhich the ſorereign's eye ſhould 
be directed; it ſhould be his firſt eare to eſta- 
bliſu the collection of his taxes upon the clears - 
eſt aud moſt intelligible ſy tem. While-impoſts - 
are multiplied, and the las that eſtabliſh the 
taxation, continue vague, complex, and uncer- 
1ain; the adminiſtration of this whole depart- 
ment will ever be captious, fraudulent, and op- 
preſſive. Theſe laws, therefore, maſt he ren 
dered as ſimple as poſſible; they mult be pen- 5 
ned with accuracy and preciſion; and the tax 
itſelf, that indiſpenſible demand of government,- 
F hould be equal, eaſy, and founded on the ſit- 
nels of things: ĩt ſhould be one general impoſt, 
though varied in its application to ſundry-wiſe - 
and good purpoſes; and finally, ĩt ſnould be uni- 
form thronghout therealqm. like the tributeyyhich 
Sicily ſ paid with pleaſure to the Romans, or like 
that which was levied in Aſia, F in proportion 
| a the annual igcreafe or loſs, and gained for 
. che aden of it 4 ee man- 
: + Aeoiqsd ah 
* poder Rog pern taxes. were, ee lay - 
ak reaſon, but at the, will of the zemperocß, aling. . : 
De tribut. ac ve&tig. ER. 1 0 8 
d Becauſe neither war nor peace without war, nor em 
A of them be maintained without taxes. Liv. ih. i. 
t. All Sicily paid tenths. Buling. ubi ſupra, 5 
J. see App. De bello ciy. lib. 3. Larger or ſmalſer 


taxes were exacted from Alia, according 40 che "wy" 
or poverty of the year, Dio. lib, 45. 
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kind. Were the finances thus regulated, fraud 
would not be able to entrench itſelf in the la- 
byrioths of law, and the + abſurdity-of edifts : 
but the right eſtabliſhed upon clear and fim- 
ple principles, would carry the cleareſt evi 
dence of truth along with it, and that trutlt 
would draw the line to circumſeribe the pow - 
er of the officers, Thus the laws of taxation, 
by ceaſing to 11 p 0 n r to” 1 
deteſtable. 
+ You are aware, dad tha en wht the 
reaſoning that encounters theſe principles: 
make taxation fimple, and you reduce it at the 
ſame time. wiſh to do fo, replied Belifari- 
vs— But, reſumed Jaſtinian, if the people 
are left too much at eaſe; by a natural conſe- 
quence” they grow lazy, arrogant, rebellious, 
ed Belifarius; will affuring to men the fruits 
of their labour, give them an averſion for 
induſtry? Will men become rebels, becauſe 
their happineſs is ſecured and promoted? But 
. thefearis, that they will prove arrogant! Alas! 
1 know that little n would be glad to ſee 


* en emperors laid a dur U upon ati,” der-. 
dure, dead bodies, ſmoke, air, &c. There were rights 
2 turf, the highway, ſhorage, duties upon carri- 


ages, beaſts of burthen, c. See Buling. ubi ſupta. 
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them crouch like ſlaves under the maſter's laſhs 
But I would deſire to know; to αhom ſhould = 
the ſubject bond while his- conduct is free 
trom reproach or- guilt? There is no power 
on earth, but that of the laws and of the legal 
1 „to nien an-. honeſt member of ſo- 
enee. I- would aſk fur 


1558 Will uſurpation be 28 ſare of. having o- 
bedicnce paid to it, as will. chat mild auchori - 
ty, which ereates for itſelf a kind of: paternal 
empire ever the hearts of men, by n of 
beneſicence, and bye 


40 * 


for. gratitude, affection, and — 1 Believe 
we, Iknow the character of the people: they 

are not what. they are repreſented. Are they 
diſpirited, nay diſaffected? It is owing to 
their grievances... Is their temper ſowered? 
and are they grown reluctant to command? It 
is becauſe they find themſelves for ever acquir · 
ing, and never ſure of poſſeſſing. In ſober 
ſadneſs, this is the truth: but ĩt is diſcoloured, 
Vith art; deligning men dogmatize on the ſub : 
3zQ, and they endeavour to give their falſhood 
the air and ſanction of appear ing ſyſtematical 
The principle upon which they groumd them- 
ſelves, is, that the race of man lives in ſubſer- 
viency to a very ſmall part of the ſpecies, aud 
that the world was made for the uſe of them 
ſelxes and a few leading men. -I is an i- 


f 
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conceiveable: pride, ſaid Juſtiniaa,- aud yet a. 
pride too common to the human mind. Mot. 
E-commonasyouimagine,/ replied Betiſarius; 


we hear it indeed often, but it is from men 


who are aGing a part; it is a ſort:of paradox. 
in polities that never had one fincere-believer, 
1 will venture to ſay, there never yet exiſted. 
4 per ſon of common: ſenſe, however eminent 
his ſtation, ho, upon a comparative view of 
himſelf and the people, who ſupport, who nou- 
tilt: and defend him, did not ſhrink back with 
humility into bimſelf? for“ he feels his ibe-. 


| rol — [ber * vidodhrs wary 

: . but the miſchief is; he is ſo practiſ. 
ed in the character, t at he has learned to play 
it well, and to impoſe upon his audience. 
May heaven preſerve” your royal friend, my 
worthy Piberius, from this fatal illufion! That 
he may be effectually preſerved from it, direct 
his attention to the early periods and primitite 
ondition of civil ſociety: he will then obſerve 
three elaſſes of men, each ſubſiſting ini a ſtate 
of reciprocal aid and dependence: the · huf- 
bandman; in the firſt place, employed id the 
cuſtivation of the earth for the ſupport of life; 
the artificer, ſecondly, whoſe occupation it 4 
to give to che materials of the earth their re“ 
Hative forms ad- ftneß for uſe; and, thirdly, 
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1 the ſtateſman, or able politician, who conſecrat · 
ot: ed himſelf to the arts of governmenc-for the 
„good order and well-being of fociety. In this 
| Fi federal union not one of the parties is uſeleſs 


* or inactive: the advantage of mutual ſuccour 
| 2 circulated in full exertion through all the 
members, aceording to the powers of each: 
and thus bodily force, labour, and induſtry, in- 
tellectual ability, the faculties of the mind, ſu- 
perior talents, and eminent virtues, all conſpire 
 _ nd act in concert for the general good. This 
order of things, fimple, natural, and regular 
as it may appear; is the true analyſis of govern - 
ment: theſe are the original forms ingo 
— hich — exconomy* muſt reſolve itſelf; 
principle: aun ane. $6 1 


dle. * 
e cn. n i ee 
it would be:apain{ all good ſenſe aud order; 
if any one of theſe claſſes ſhould revolt againſt 
the others: you muſt ſee that they are all e · 
qually dependant, and equally conducive to 
each other; and that if a. preference can be a 
cribed to-any. one in. particular, it muſt to the 
husbandman, inaſnauch as the ſapport of- life is 
the firſt great principle: and deſire: of nature: 
the art, thereſore, that nouriſhes man muſt be 
the firſt of arts. But as this art accompliſhes. | 


bs end. by. methods eaſy. ** as it. Ia * 
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poſed to no d- 


mand talents, virtues, and the moſt refined ac · 


upon his guard agaĩaſt th 
ſtupid diſdain: on the contrary, it will n 
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anger, and requires an exertion 
of the moſt common and ordinary powers; it 
is right ibat the more delicate arts, which de» 


quirements, ſnould meet with the highe(t en ; 
contagement. For this reaſon, therefore, the 
arts that adminiſter to the-firſt-wants of life, 
vill not be held in the greateſt eſtimation, and = 
indeed they do not aſpire to it. But inaſmuch 
it would be impoliiic on tbe one hand, 
89! over-rate them, ſo it would be {unjuſt 
on the other, and repugnant. to the intereſts 
of -humanity, 20 degrade them eee 
tempte:: 74 latte 20 2111 ig ene, 

Ir pour fiend, — ee be 


bim to cheriſh, as the nur ſe of bimſelf and of 
human kind; this too much deſpiſed, though 
encellent and beneſicial branch of induſt ry. Ir 
is lit; the arrangemeit of chipgs, that the. 
people ihould labour for the two other claſſes 
of ſociety, hic ed- operate with them for the 


good of the whole, and contribute largely 10 


tbe ſupport of that power which forms the 


defence of the community. The earth was 


vr dained to ſupply the nurture of man, and to 


thoſe who enereaſe its fertility, the firſt Main- 
tenance is due; this is juſtice to the husband - | 


man; and the ſtate, in rating him to the charges 


of government, muſt be x careful to lay the tax | 


upon his redundances only. If the ſole re- 
compence of hard and un remitting labour were 
no more than the mere privilege of leading au 
undeſirable and wretched life, the culti vators 
of the earth could no longer be deemed a part 
of the political aſſociation, but would remain 
in a ſtate of flavery* their condition would be 
intolerable; they would raft from their rank 
turn order into anarchy, or elſe pur a ſtop 
to the propagation of fo many miſerable beings, 
and ſo annihilate the rank itſelf, © © 

Ir muſt be allowed, faid Juſtinian. TY 
they are too much depreſſed; bur TY 
krtle is wanting 10 that race of men, enur 
as they are to penury and labour! Bey ond 
the excitements of appetite and the firſt wants 
of nature their ambition never riſe; let them 
have bread, and bane hin ve content along with 


at * 


To ſay he truth, my rde belbbügar, re. 
plied Beliſarius, one would imagine that you 
had lived your days in courts, for you are ma- 


ſter of the language. What you have now ad- 
| Yanced, 5 for erer in We ear of * a Prince, 


«T his was the maxim of Henry? tv. : of France; 3 and 


of all good kings. * 1 


* 


4 & 
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that he may be the more readily induced tos 
_ Pillage his people, and that he may do it with- 


out remorſe: The people, it is true, have not 
the inordinate wants, which luxury has crea> 
ted in the bigher ranks of life; and therefore, 
they are more likely to be reaſonable in. their 
ints and their demands. The more 
frugal and modeſt their way of life, the more 


ſober and temperate their manners, the ſtrong- 


er is the preſumption that when they remon- 


ſtrarc their grievances, they do it with ſuffici · 


ent provocation. In the court dictionary, to 


want the nece ſſaries of life implies the want 


of ability to maintain twenty uſeleſs horſes, and 
as many idle droncs in livery: in the. honeſt 
meaving of the {imple husbandman, it is to want 


' wherewithal to nouriſh a poor old father, 


bending under years and infirmities, to rear a 
little race of infants, whoſe feeble arms are 


yet unfic for work, and to comfort a virtuous 
wife, who is either breeding or nurſing a new 
ſubje& of the ſtate; it is, in plain rural lau- 


guage, to want theſe things, and to. want, be- 
ſides, the preper feeds to depoſit in the ground, 


= well ſtored granary againſt an hard feaſon 


and a year of ſcarcity, and in age and in fick- 
neſs the comforts, and the ſuccours, which 


weary nature has occaſion for. Ohl my 
| — is it not manifeſt that the fraits of agri- 


- 


. rm © 


— 2 * u 
„3 » 
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culture are deſtined in the firſt! place, and of 
juſtice due to thoſe who labour to make the 


earth more productive? The deſtination is 


holy, and ſhould be kept more ſacred and in» 
violable than all w trenfure'? in e een e a | 
of Janus. 
Al As! ſaid the” emperor, ee cn | 
of public calamity, when government may ex- 
ert a- diſpenſing power, and ftate-neceflity'is 
thenthe law which impoſes min and 


taxes on the people. 8 
I ſhould be à cafe of che ſt exremiy 
indeed, replied Belifarius; every ſuperfluity 


ſhould' be firſt brought inte au common' ſtock, . 


all reſources ſhould be exhauſted, and no way 


left of ſaving the ſtare bur by the rum of the 
people. That ſtare-neceffity T am a ſtranger 
to: the occaſion” for that diſpenſing power 1 


| have never ſeen But to repreſent things in 


their tree point of light; do you know where 
the miſchief lies, tbat makes the honeſt haſs 


bandman groan in miſery? It reſts with that 


ſuperior claſs, as ir is calted, who paſs away 
the hours in idleneſs and 'riot: by them the 
whole burthen * is thrown upon honeſt ioduſ- 


* Marcus Aurelius, i in a preſſing neceſſity, ſold the 
fer en of his royal palace, rather than overload the 
people with new taxes. | | Aurel. Vis, 

* Salty, lib, iv. „ 
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try. They reap almoſt all the advantages of 
thecivil union, and yet contribute the leaſt to 
its ſupport; they do nothing for the ſtrength 
and dignity of the geverument, which gives 
them ſo much eaſe and enjoy ment. They re- 
pay nothing for the benefits they receive, and 
yet in their caſe it ſeems a privileged, an ho- 
nourable inſolvency. Let this abuſe be alto- 
gether reformed: let the neceſſary charge of | 
government fall in juſt proportions upon e· 
very member of the community; let it be 
diffuſed through. all orders of men, accord- 
ing to the means and abilities of each, and. 
the burthen will then be n equita - 
be,, 
eee ham: ene, Gia the 
emperor, in order to eſtabliſh this juſt equali - 
ſo much deſired? * Have not the Decurions, 
who were baſe enough in the aſſeſſment of the 
cities committed to them, to over-rate ſome, 
an order to give undue exemptions to others}, 
been adjudged by the law to be burnt alive? 
AL as! replied Beliſar ius, I know that lit- 
bis favour is ſhewn to thoſe unhappy wretches. 
For not ſufficiently grinding the face of the 
poor, they are laid in irons, unmercifullyß 
ſcourged and buffeted, and 8 under 


Cod. Leg? de Annona, 
+ Cod. lib. i. de Cenſib. 
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the name of Juſtice, with every barbarity, 
ell they envy even the lot of ſlaves . Bat 
for the regents of provinces, for proconſuls, 

and other miniſters, are there rods and dun- 
geons ready? And ſuppoſing there were, of 
what. uſe are pains and penalties, while the 
mouth of complaint is ſtopped, and the cries of - 
miſery are ſuffocated? Let laws abate of their 
ſeverity, ſo they have a free courſe, and injur- 
ed men are * 10 Proſecute their * 

remedy. Pe 
Fux liberty to complainiof orievances, 4 | 
Juſtinian; has: been the gat — people in- 
all periods. 

Ir has ſo, replied Beliarius, it is a ooüllün⸗ 
tional right, but the exerciſe of it has depend- 
ed upon the will and pleaſure of ſubordinate 
tyrantss * Have not attempts been made to 
attach the perſons of preſidents and prefecta, i 
that cities anc provinces might be at liberty to : 
appeal to the court for a redreſs of injuries, 
in which thoſe very men- were either prinei- 
pals or accomplices? And could any method 
be taken more ſure of procuring impunity for 
the offenders? The law directs its miniſters 
to e violence and exattions; and m_ | 


$ Traite de Orig. du gouv. Fr. 

* Traite de Lorig. du gouv. N. 

* Pand, lib, i. tit. 18- | 
N 2 
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very miviſters-are: the party accuſed. The 
law impoſes a religious duty upon the gover- 
nors of provinces* to protect the weak from 
the oppreſſion of the ſtronger; and thoſe 
very governors have at once the means of op- 
preſſing, and even the power of doing it un- 
der the ſanction of that very law which forbids: 
them . The law defines the groſs ſum of the 
tax, but preſidents and proconſuls make the 
aſſeſſment upon individuals I, and they never 
want ſophiſtry to give a colour to their exac+ 
tions. The law gives a right of citing the tools 
and little inſtruments of the governor before 
the governor himfelf 4; but from his tribunat 
there lies no Kappeal to the ſovereign, and 
this, we are told, is grounded upon a maxim, 
That the prince raifes none to that high ſtati- 
on; but men of approved wiſdom and upright- 
nels, who can do no wrong. But cannot the 
prince be deceived in his choice? To truſt the 
welfare of a whole people to the promiſed faich 
of one man, ĩs a monſtrous abſurdity in govern- 
ment, Juſtinian was aware of this, and to-re=. | 
form the abuſe re-eſtabliſhed the Prætorſnip, | 
with full powers and inſtructions to enquire 


* Pand, Hb. 1. tir, 2 1 Ibid. 
F Novell. 28. A | POL | | 
4 Cod. Theod. BY i. tit. 10. 


$ Pand. lib. i. tit. Lb EY 
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into the conduct and depredations of the go- 


vernors . But in doing this he created a new. 


order of tyrants, whoſe reſidence in the pro- 
vinces gave an opportunity to corruption to 
ſpread as it were by contagion, till they, Who 
were meant to be the guardians of the people, 
became confederates in profligacy, and enereaſ- 


ed the number of vile uſurpers. Hence the 


impunity: with which vice lords it through the = 
empire; hence too, the ſhameful imbecility of 


relaxed and ineffectual laws, & 


Wu ar would you do in ſuch a caſe; ſaid: 
the emperor ?: I would liſten, replied Beliſa- 
rius, to the outcries of the injured, and proud 

oppreſſion ſhould tremble for its guilt. 
THERE is, among the various inſtitutions: 
eſtabliſhed' by. the princes of the empire, one 


that I, reverence, aad fervently-wiſk to ſee en- 


forced according to the true principles and ſpi- 


rit of its deſign. When in the number of per- 


ſons, to whom the authority of government is 
delegated, I. perceived a ſet of officers ſent in- 


to the provinces . with ſpecial powers to hear 
ihe complaints: of the re in to traf. 


8 1 * * 
4 rit x 8 ot i 


7 Novell, 24. 5 | 

* Vide Pand. lib, xtviii, Leg. 101. r 
leg. Jul. de annona; leg. Jul. peculatus. Cod. Theod;. 
Ib. iv. tit. 12; Cod. Juſt. lib. i. De cenſib. | 

+: They: were called Cux ios i, _ 


N. 3, 
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mit a memorial of grievances to the emperor, 
I felt my heart expand with the ſpirit of hu- 
manity. My vows are offered up, my conſtane 
Prayers, that the prince may give that impor - 
tant office all its weight and dignity; that he 
may naminate to ſo glorious an employment his 
ſelect and moſt virtuous friends, the men of ap- 
proved integrity and honour; that amidſt the 
awful pomp. of religious ceremony, he may re- 
eeive, at the foot of the altar, the folemn oath, 
by which the choſen patriots ſhall bind them- 
1 ſelves to their prince, their country, and their 
| God, never to betray the intereſts of the weak 
and helpleſs to the pride and arrogance of do- 
mineering ſpirits; that he may each year de- 
pute this honeſt band as the guardians of our 
eivil rights; and that he may, as ſoon as their. 
high commiſſion is executed, recal them to his 
Preſence, leſt corruption have time to tamper 
| with their virtue. Were things in this train, 
1 What glorious effects might be expected from 
1 fuch a viſitation! The conſequences are now 
before my eyes! Behold, on the arrival of the 
Juſt and upright man, how Liberty rears its 
| head in the provinces, and ſmiles content! how 
Tyranny and Opprefion look abaſhed and 
. 5 Behold the governors, the procon- 
fuls, and their deputies turn pale and ſhrink at 
the tribunal of their judge, whois furrounded 


— —„—ñ—— — 
—— nome — 
— — 


by a grateful aſſembly of the people. and hail- 


ed as their father and their avenger ! It is the 


complaint of kings, that the Truth does not 
reach them! But oh, my friends! ſhe endea- 


vours to make her way to them, and even to 
breakthrough their guards, in defiance of ſwords | 


and peril; Yet how eaſy might the acceſs * 


made! It would not then be the feditions- | 


ery of a tumultuous people, but the calm re- 
monſlrance of the wiſe and good offering up, 
with reſpectful deference, at the foot of the 
throne, the ſupplications of humanity. How 
rare would be the flagrant outrages committed 
in the very name of the ſovereign, if thus an · 
nually they were to undergo a ſevere and ſtrict 
examination, while the ſword of juſtice is rea- 
dy in the ſovereign's ban to fall on mann guil- 
iy head! 5 

Op all ranks in en the my elaſs ĩs 
that where licentiouſneſs and diforder are like - 
y to prevail with impunity. But let dĩſcipline 
de enforced with due rigour throughout the ar- 
my; let partiality never glide into the adminiſ- 
tration of juſtice; and a few examples, fuch as 
Juſtinian has held forth to the world, will con- 
troul the wildeſt and moſt daring ſpirits. 


To what example do you allade,faid the em- 


peror?— Lou ſhall hear; replied Beliſarius: 
it is, in my judgment, the brighteſt paſſage of 


BELISARIUS ww 
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his reign. + The generals who commanded at 


Colchis, had imbrued their hands in royal blood. 
The king: of the Lazians, even then in alliance 


with the emperor, was inhumanly murdered. 

Without delay Juſtinian ſent Athanaſius, one of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſenators, with iaſtructi- 
ons and full power to hold an enquiry into the 
conduct of the delinquents, and, after a full 


hearing, to pronounce judgment, and fee the 


ſentence of the law executed on the guilty. A- 


thanaſius, who was now judge in the laſt reſort, 


conducted this important buſineſs with all the 
pomp and ſolemnity the occaſion required. On 
one of the ſmaller hills of Caucaſus he fixed his 


tribunal, and there, in the ſight of the Lazian 
army, the murderers of the king were be head- 
ed. But commiſſions of this nature call for 


men ſuperior to corruption, of which, indeed, 
the number is miſerably thinned by the weak b 
and proſtrate condition of the ſenate. 

How . faid: Tiberius, are you a zealot for 
that deſpotic order, thoſe enemies of civil liber- 
ty, men of boundleſs arrogance in power, ſub- 


miſſiye to uſurpation, and erer ar mann 
or be enſlaved? 


- Wren I bemoan the want of a ag re- 
plied Belifarius, 1 do not regret what it was; 
I regret what it might have been. There is in 
every governmenta ** to arbitrary pow]. 


onal authority; and being an intermediate or- 


BFEEISARIUS, ut 


er: for it is perhaps natnral to ma to ſet · up 


his own will as a law to others. By their rigid 
behaviour, their inflexible pride, and domineer- 
ingarrogance, the ſenate made their adminiſtra 
tion odious; and mankind, har raſſed out, began 
to conceive hopes that the government of one 
might prove more mild and equitable ; they pre- 
ferred it, therefore, to the tyranny of the few. 
The-fovereign, thus eſtabliſhed, grew jealouſly 
fond of the ſole authority, and upon the rains 
of the ſenate he was determined to build up his 
prerogative. As he advanced in his eneroach- 
ment, a panic ſeized the ſenate; and the whole 
order crouched at once with a-meanneſs that 
exceeded even the wiſhes of the new maſter: 
even Tiberins bluſhed for their ſervility+. Bat 


Joſt the power of doing evil, might till retain 


that of rendering ſervice to the public; chat it 
might-give to government an air of conſtitatis 


der between the ſovereign and the people, might 
connect and ſtrengthen the whole force of the 
community. And yet it is not in this view that 
regard the ſenate. 1 conſider it as a ſemina- 
ry of ſtateſmen and of heroes, where at all- 
times might be found a fer of great and emi- 
nent charaQers, uſed alike to the ſword and . | 


+ Tait, Ann. lib. 1. 
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the ſeales of juſtice, diſtinguiſtied both j inconns 
eil and the field, and fully inſtructed how to 
give ſupport to government. by ſalutary laws 
and military force. It is from that nurſery of 
men, all trained to truth, to knowledge, and to 
vircue, that the ſovereign would be always a- 
ble to ſelect his miniſters, his generals, his go- 
vernors, and his officers of every fort. Let there 
de occaſion now for a man of principle, wiſdom, 
and ability; where is he to be found? How is 
he to be known? Where has he diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf? Muſt the fate of a whole people be 
riſked before he can have a decided character? 
Can a Regulus, a Fabius, or a Scipio, be form- 
ed by the new inſtitution of an imperial militia 
todo duty about the palace &? Inſtead of a pub- 
lic career of emulation, where the ſoldiery is 
enured to the exerciſe of arms, where talents. 
enter the liſts, where virtue is called forth in- 
to open day- light, where the characters of men 
diſplay themſelves to the world, and the pow- 
ers of genius are unfolded, and abilities preſs 
forward in the race of glory; inſtead of this 
| bright ſchool of honour, all generous conten- 
tion is ſuppreſſed, and employments of dignity, 
that ſhould be the reward of merit only, are now 
This new-fangled order. conſiſted of the * 


of the revenue and the civil magiſtrate. The ſenate 
was merged it in it by the policy of the emperors. 
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given as a compliment to the accidental circum- 
ſtances of birth, or partially dealt out by the 
hand of. court favour, From this ſource ſpring. 
all the evils, which, like a torrent, threaten to 
overwhelm the ſtate. 


Wu Ar would you adviſe, ſaid the emperor? 3 | 


When men have degenerated into vice and pro- - 
| fligacy: when the whole race is degraded, and, 
after painful endeavours to appoint for the beſt, 
nothing great or good can be ſeparated from 
the general maſs of the times; judgment then 
may be weary of deliberating, and he who finds 
that he chuſes only to err, may reaſonably de- 
ſire do wave the fatigue of ak to no pur - 
„ | 

BeLISs ARIus replied, you 22 e too haſty 2 
concluſion; a ſovereign may be 


ſome honeſt men be found; and if not, ſome 
means may be found to make them ſo, if the 
prince be found to be a lover. of virtue, and a 
man of penetration. J muſt now take my leave. 
of you for this time; the next time we meet I 


will diſcuſs this topic more largely, and to your 


fſiatisfaction. 


JosTINIAN 833 ſomething diſcompoſed 
at this. Does he conſider that men may put 
on falſe appearances? ſaid he to Tiberius; and 


frequently dif 
appointed jn his choice, but he ſhould not be 
diſcouraged in his attempt. There will always 


"+ 


= B E LISARI UVS 

to imagine that men ean be made ſuch as you 
would have them to be, is a propoſirion I can- 
not well conceive. However, Beliſarius from 
his years, obſervations, and misfortunes, can ſee 
- farther than we imagine; and it will not be lot 
time to attend to his · counſels and iaſtruction. 


wy 


eee geen. 
0 H A P. XIII. 


Tur. next day they found Bulifertus in his 

garden, who welcomed them to a lecture 
from his gardener. Nothing, ſaid he, bears ſo 
near a reſemblance to political oeconomy as the 


proper management of plants. Solon could not 


reaſon more ſtrongly chan Paulinus "oy gardi- 
ner does. . 
As the hero and thi emperor were taking 
a turn together, Tiberius mentioned to him 
the different reflexions they had made upon 
what he advanced the laſt time they had the 
pleaſure of converfing together, and that they 
imagined he was wrong in his laſt propoſition. 
BxT IsAkrus replied, it is certainly an un- 
doubted truth, that a prince, al ways · ſur round · 
ed by a croud of courtiers and flatterers, will 


have but very little knowledge of mankind. 


Would he be properly informed, he muſt apply 


. — '” 


phe . 
\ p 
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to the honeſt farmer, or the old weather»beat» 


en ſoldier; they will give him the ſentiments 
of the people; for the truth will always be diſ- 
guiſcd by his flaves and flatterers. The voice 


of the people is an oracle, that will always dif 


cern and pronounce what ſort of men are pro- 
per ſervants for the ſtate; and they ſeldom fail 
of pronouncing a right ſentence. The ſove- 
reign's thoughts ought to be employed in con- 
ſidering who are moſt proper to be counſellors 

of the ſtate, and thoſe who are to carry their 
plans into execution, When the firſt are honeſt, 
the laſt ſeldom fail of putting their well con- 


certed plans into execution. The whole de- 


pends upon having near bis perſon men wor- 
thy of their ſtation. Theodoric had but one 
faithful adviſer, the virtuous Caſſiodorus, and 
the glory of his reign is known to the univerſe. 
I will take upon me to ſay, that even at court 
there are not wanting infallible criterions of ho- 
nour and fidelity. Severity of manners, diſin- 
tereſted conduct, the honeſt firmneſs of truth, 


a generous. ardour in the cauſe of innocence, 


unſhaken conſtancy in friendſhip, a zeal for vir- 
tue that never veers about with the gales of for- 


tune. and a reverence for the laws; theſe are 


the features of character by which a prince may 

know how to diſtinguiſh among men, and tode- 

termine his choice. Would you know the to- 
O | 


i 


kens which ſhould . him proſeribe men 
from his preſence ? They are more legible and 
certain thau the former; ſor virtue may be 
counterfeir, but the character of vice is ſeldom 
-afted. As ſoon as it appears, you may believe 
it genuine. For example, If I were a king, 
the man who once ſhould dare to talk with con- 
tempt of my people, with levity of the duties 
of my ſtation, or ſhould attempt ro varniſh with 
Mattery the abuſe of my prerogative, that man 
ſhould never rank in the liſt of my friends. 
Moreover, to an obfervant eye, that marks the 
ways of the world, there are never wanting cer- 
ain traces of character, which, through the 
veil of diſſimulation, betray the habitual ſenti- 
ment, and develope the inward man. I have 
' Heard much of the profound impoſture of cour- 
4iers: but impoſture is as well known as can- 
Hour itſelf; and ſhould the ſovereign be impo- 
ſed upon, the public voice will undeceive him. 
Let him therefore give his eſteem and confi- 
dence to the worthy, and he will be fure to be 
properly informed in every deliberation : for 
W 0 virtue will then fit at " is — 

" r do you conſider, ſaid the emperor, what 
a number of the good and virtuous he will bave 
occafion for, that the free courſe of juſtice and 
the dignity of his reigu ffay be ſupported in 


complete ſo honourable a liſt? 8 
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their vigour? Where is he to ſind the men to- 


Huna nature, replied. Beliſarius, will wu 
ways ſupply him. Let ſovereigns know how 


to uſe them, and ſhe will never be defeQtive,— 


And to direct that uſe, ſaid Jaſtinian; can there 

be a better rule than that of wholeſome and; 
ſalutary laws? — That will go a great way, re- 
plied Beliſarius; but it is not all: the manners: 


| are not, in-many in:taaces, within the controai- 


Axpo we then, aid Jaſtinian, areinyactae: 


habits to which time has given a kind of Wer 


ſcription, to be effectually changed? 4 
Mx gardener will inform you, replied Bali- 


ſarius. Here, Paulinus ; When a noxious herb 


ſhoots up among your plants, what do you do?. 
I take i it up by the root, anſwered the ho- 
velt gardener, —But why, inſtead of weeding, 


it do not you lop it? Why, it would ſprout 


again, and there would-be no end of the troue 
ble: and, beſides, good ſir, it is at the root it 
ſucks in the j Juices of the earth, and that it is ur 
buſineſs to prevent. Lou hear him, my friends, 


ſaid Belifarius; he has given you an abridgment 


of the law. The law, it is true, retrenches, as 

far as it is able, the crimes of ſociety ; but the 

vices that give birth to thoſe crimes are ſuffer⸗ 

ed to remain, whereas. they ought to be weed-. 
O 2 
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ed and torn up by the root. Nor is that an 
impracticable ſcheme: for all vices, at leaſt thoſe 
of the court, have one common root, and grow 
out of the ſame feed —And what is that pray, 
faid Tiberius?—TInordinate defire, replied Be- 
lifarius: and whether that defire be underſtood 
io import avarice, that loves to hoard, or Fapa- 
- city, that delights in ſquandering; there is no- 
thing ſordid and unworthy but what ſprings 
from that ſource. Inhumanity, fraud, treache- 
ry, ingratitude, envy, malice, and all the vices 
that make the gradation to the higheſt iniqui- 
ty, are modes of the fame depravity of heart, 
that breaks out in every ſpecies of meanneſs 
and of pride. It goes on in a courſe of depra- 
dation upon manł ind, and with the ſpoils of the 
weak pampers itſelf in riot, voluptuous enjoy- 
ment, and every ſort of proſſigacy and corrup- 
tion. Thus the love of riches infects the whole 
ſyitem of the manners. Does it kindle ambi- 
tion? Perfidy and fraud are mingled with what 
other wiſe might be a noble paſſion.” Is courage 
ever grafted uponcovetouſneſs? From the ſtock WM 
on which it grows, even courage ſhall derive 
the pernicious qualities that debaſe it intoa vice. 


The moſt brilliant talents are by avarice tin- | 


ged with the ſtain of venality; and the ſoul, 
which is enſla ved by it, is for ever ſet up to 
auction, to be bought by the higheſt bidder. 
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_ From this ſource, this fatal deſire of amaſſ- 
ing wealth, [pring. all the crimes that diſturb 
the community. Of this-vice,.whaſe. tyranny 
aſſlicts the univerſe. Luxury i is the parent; for, 
to make its genealogy clear, Luxury engenders - 
various wants: by theſe Avarice is begot; and 
Avarice, to gratify. her purpoſes, is obliged to- 
league with Oppreſſioa. From hence it is clear, 
that to lay the axe to the root of the miſchief, 
we muſt begin with Luxury: there muſt com- 
mence the grand revolution in the manners. 

Bur that, ſaid the emperor, will be to wage 


war with an hydra; one head is {truck off, and 


thouſands, grow in its room. To uſe a compa- 


riſon more analogous; Luxury is a Proteus, 
which is never to be chained, but eludes the 
touch 1 in different {hapes. ] will go farther, ſaid* 
the. . Emperor: the cauſes and the effacts of Lu- 
_.xurys its connexions and its intereſts, form a- 
ſyſtem ſo compounded of good and evil, that, 
.were it poſſible to reſtrain or to deſt roy it, I 


\ 


ſhould much doubt whether the former would 

be endured; or the latter Dae in the end an 

 Miraptaghs ig the ſtate: fgets 5 
1 GRANT you, replied Belilar ius, har . 

ry in the ſtate is like a ſet of wicked and evil 

men who have entrenched themſelves in grear* 

connexions: meaſures are kept with them in 


the: beginning on account of their pariy; but 
3. 
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go fo far. us ſet out with faQs, which I 
myfelf have ſec Luxury, f it has been ſaid, is 
of uſe in merz cities. I do not believe the 
poſition; but, be that as it may, in a camp I am 


ſure it is pernicions. When Pompey obſerved 


the ſoldiers of Cæſar living upon roots that 


grew wildly in the fields, They are, ſaid he, an 
 berd of brute beaſts ; he ſhould have ſaid, T hey 


are men. The primary quality of a general is 
to hazard his life; the ſecond, to circumſcribe 


his paſſions and his wants within the bounds of 
reaſon and of nature; and this laſt, to the man 


enervated by voluptuous indolence, will be a 


taſk of the moſt difficult ſelf-denial. The peo- | 


ple that ſhall endeavour, amidſt the rough ſcenes 
of war, to enjoy the ſofter delicacies of peace, 
will {trive to reconcile two things wholly in- 
compatible, and will neither be able to bear pro- 
ſperity nor the reverſes of fortune. To be 


victorious will not anſwer their purpoſe; they 


muſt riot in abundance; and ſhould that happen 


not to be the conſequence, even victory will 
Joſe its charms. The camp where frugality 


and ſober manners prevail, will be full of ſpi- 


Tit and manly vigour; it will be, as I may ſay, 


on the wing; while the army which is diſſolved 


in luxury grows fluggiſh, daſtardly, and inac- 


is SEL anus 
in the end they are ordered into confinement, 
as enemies of the ſtate. I ſhall not, however, 
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tive. By temperance all the advantages of in- 


ward ſtrength and outward reſource are manas 
ged and ſecured ; and, on the other hand, they 

are all thrown away by prodi gality. till at length 
deſolation, famine, pale diſmay, and ſhameful 
flight, conclude the war with infamy and diſ- 
grace. To the people ſoftened by effeminacy, 
every enterprize appears above their ſtrengths 
the principle of valour may remain, but the pow» - 
er of executing is gone; and the enemy that 
knows how to harraſs and fatigue need not en- 
deavour to vanquiſh: the delays of war will 

have the efficacy of ſo many battle. 
Nox does the whole miſchief of luxury con- 
fiſt in waſting the vigour of the body; it ſtrikes 
corruption to the very ſoul. Themanof wealth 
and affluence, who leads pleaſure and luxury 
in his train, diffuſes a contagion through the 
camp; and the ſoldier of fortune, aſhamed to 
be outdone by his equal in the army, becomes 
his competitor in profligacy, and for a ſhew of 
vain glory, incurs real diſhonour. To riches 


and ſplendor of appearance eſteem is offered up 


as a tribute, while poverty falls into contempt, 
and ſober virtue is abaſhed by ridicule: then 
farewel to all; there can be no deeper perdi- 
tion. This, my friends, is not a fictitious ac- 
count of luxury; it is the hiſtory of what 1 
have ſeen, | | 


* 
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+ xxow-full well, ſaid Tiberius, that you 
baniſhed it from your ar mies: pray inform me 
how was that accompliſhed : Without any kind 
of difficulty. replied Baliſarius: I caſhiered it 
from my own tent, and made it appear through- 
out the ranłs in a contempiible light. Agaiaſt 
the venom of pride contempt is a power ful an- 
tidotel I had learned that a young Afiatic had 
uſhered into my camp the ſoſt indulgences of 
his native clime; that he repoſed himſelf un- 
der a purple pavilion, and drank out of golden 
goblets; that his table ſmoaked with the ra- 
. reſt diſhes, and ſparkled with the. moſt exqui- 
Mite wines. invited him to dine with me, and 
in the preſence of his comradeæs, Young man, 
ſaid I, you fee we live here upon homely fare; 
we are often worſe ſerved, and it is what we 
have to expect; for in the race of glory-ir-is 
our lot very often to want bread. Your deli- 
cacy, take my word for it, will meet frequent 
diſappointments in this hardy courſe of life, and 
therefore I would adviſe you to take your leave 
of the army. He received this reproach with 
_ die ſenſibility, mage an apology for his con- 
duct, and diſcharged. his retinue And was that 
.admonition ſufficient? interpoſed Tiberius.— 
Without doubt it was, replied Beliſarius; for 
my own example gave weight to my pre- 
cepts; and, beſides, the character of. irreſolu- 
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tion never belonged to me. But ſurely this . 


| ſeverity of life muſt have occaſioned great com- 


plaints!—When the lawis equal and expedient; 


it is obeyed without murmufing Very true: 


but to be humbled to the level of the poor muſt 
have been an hardſhip upon the rich man. 
That may poſſibly be the caſe; but to coun» 


ter- balance that inconvenience, it was agreeable 


to the poor man to fee the rich undiſtinguiſh- 
ed; and the poor in all quarters of the world 
are the greateſt party, Les; but- in courts 
the rich have the ſtrongeſt influence. They 
have fo, and they revenged themſelves by my 
ruin: and yet, far from repenting, I ſhould act 
in the very ſame manner again; for the vigour 
of the ſoul, like that of the body, is the reſult 
of temperance, Without temperance, there is 
nothing generous and diſintereſted; and with- 
our difintereſtedneſs, not a ſingle virtue. I en- 
quired of a ſhepherd one day why his dogs were 
ſo faithful: Becauſe; ſaid he, they live onbread. 
Had they been nouriſhed with fleſh, they would 
be no better than wolves. I was much ſtruck. 
with. this reply. In general, the ſureſt way to 
controul the progreſs of vice, is to retreneh 
the wants occaſioned by evil habits All this ts, 
practicable in an army, ſaid the emperor, but 
merely viſionary, nay impoſſible, in a ſtate. 


Between civil inſtitutions, and military law. 
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there i is a wide difference: by the latter, li- 
berty is much abridged, and feitered with ſtriq 
limitations. Nolaw whatever reſtreins a mems 
ber of ſociety from enriching himſelf by fair 
and honeſt means; and when wealth is acquir- 
ed. no law can diveſt him of the right of diſ- 
poſing of it, or prevent a quiet enjoyment of 
his property. It: is the fruit of his induſtry, 
bis labour, and his talents, or it was tranſmit- 
ted to him by his anceſtors. He is at liberty, 
to diſſipate, or to gratify his avarice by con- 
cealing his treaſuſe l ſubſcribe to what. you 
ſay, faid Beliſarius— go ſtil] further, conti- 
nued the emperor: if the riches of the com- 
munity are engroſſed by a particular claſs of 
men, it is fit that they ſhould be diffuſed, and 
that labour and induſtry ſhould derive their 
ſhare from the hand of idleneſs. I concur 
with you. in that alſo, ſaid the hero I will 
add, reſumed Juſtinian, that ſenſuality, oſten · 
tation, ſplendour of appearance, the caprices of 
_ taſte; the coquetry of faſhion, the refinements 
-of.effeminacy, and the whims of vanity, are 
all little blemiſhes, in the manners, which the 
policy of every ſtate connives at, and of which, 
 Nithout-a degree of ty ranny, no law can take 
cognizance — Heaven forbid, ſaid Beliſarius, 
that 1 ſhould deſire to bring aun the weight 
of law upon matters of this ſort Noa then 


you ſee, continued the emperor, that luxu ry 
ſtands protected by all that is held ſaered and in- 


of property, and, I may add, public utiſity— 


] agree to all, ſaid Beliſarius, except that laſt 
point. To clear that from objections, ſaid 


the prince, you will allow that luxury animates 


the arts, and bids them thrive and flouriſh; that 
it encourages induſtry, and excites a ſpirit of 
activity and emulation, offering to the habit of 
indolence and the love of idleneſs new incen- 
tives of deſire, artificial wants, and ig gra- 
tißcations. en 

ITL Low, aid Beliſarius Wbt je Tiley; for 
thoſe who have been addicted to it, has its al- 
jurements; and that it is profitable to the men 
who ſtudy to heighten thoſe allurements, and 
gratify defire : that the law ſhould leave that 
commerce free and open, I likewiſe admit. 15 
not this what you contend for?k 

'T conTEND for ſomething farther, replied - | 
1h emperor: I maintain, that the influence of 
Juxury, by progreſſire degrees, diffuſes welt 
through every claſs of the community, even 
down to thoſe who work and labour. It is 


| beneficial to them, for it opens a vent fortheir 


commodities, and e returu for their 
Won une tf | bY 
Ir is "Om this poine ſaid bela, chat 
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- appearances miſlead you: for that which comes 
to the ſhare of the labouring man from the 
hand of prodigality, only reverts back to the 

original owner: it was firſt taken from him by 
avarice; and if it return to him; it is becaufe 
luxury cannot prevent it. Recal to mind the 
idea which I formerly fuggeſted, of the pri- 
mitive ſtate of ſociety: what is the end it has 
in view? Is it not to render man uſefulto man? 
And in that ſyſtem, is not the right which one 
man has to the labours of another, founded on 
reciprocal conditions? If fo, what muſt be 
ſaid of him, who employs thouſands to anſwer 
the multiplicity of his wants, without contri- 
buting on his part to the ſervice of others? 
He is like a ſterile and pernicious herb that 
gros to ſeed in a field of wheat. Such is the 
rich man who loiters his days in idleneſs and 
luxury. For him the buſy part of ſociety are 
at work; and with a cold diſregard he res» 
ceives:the products of their labour, as a tribute 
due to him. To ſupply his deſire, and admi- 
niſter to his pleaſures, ſeems the employment 
of all natute; the elements, the moſt exquiſite 
viands, the arts, and the choiceſt efforts of in- 
vention, are all his. He partakes of all, and 
is unconducive himſelf to any uſeful end; he 
engrofſes from the public ſervice a number of 
hands for his own purpoſes. He does the du- 
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iy of none; and dies ar laſt without leaving'any 
void bat nter reer 
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rias; for it ſeems to me ihat he is not altage- 


ther ſo great an incumbtance as vu imagine. 
For if he does not throw the fruits of his own 
talents into the general fund if he daes not 
impart to che public, his own'aftivity and pov. 
ers; yer he ci reales bis money, and that does 
full axe ; 72 * 3-54 10 G97 {3Y9 vs | vx}; £1 
Hod, my young: friends aid Beliſarms:; 
money is a mere ſymbol of valuation; à gene : 


ral: ſtandard denoting the worth of the thing 


we er. and a pledge for ppt * 


and gem fk has who in the oourſe of that 
traſſic gives only the ſy mbol, and never parts 
with the reality; breaks the true lam of c 


mutation, in order to poſſeſs himſelf of that 
for which he never pays in kind. The pawn 


which he depoſits, diſpeafes with the contract, 
iaſtead of binding it cloſer. Let the magiſtrate 
keep painful vigils for the public ſafety; let 
the ſoldier fight the batiles of hi country: and 


let the husbandman and artificer- work. 1aceſ- 
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ſervices is annually — hisptivilege 
= 49 be-ingniicant, iv amped upon his gold, 
3 Ix this manner, ſaid Tiberias,: the world is 
hired in the ſervice of opulence It is ſo, my 
yound friend, continued Beliſarius; and the 
rich man is at no other trouble than that of 
paying in the detail to the whole community, 
the wages of . — there - 
be ſuch a ſtate of ſerviiude? enqui⸗ | 
a —— ante theſe 
men of overgrown opulence ?—Becaulſe;'replied 
the hero, the law fecures to-every. individual 
| —— e eme 


of — and fodamiddge..c With the 
liberty of nn right of poſſeſſing, is 
naturally connectec ; and property. a8 Well s | 
liberty; is e beg to be wiolated. t It 
i Wund dandes: 4 an ee abe. Wan alen 
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> wer brag fo whe yo to the 


** been d le 
Emperor. Trajan, N have found a treaſure. "I The « em · 
Perot anſwered bim, that he had nothing to do but 


to enjoy it. The other replied, Ir 3 too much for e 
3 Then make a wrong uſe of it, ſaid 4 
„ Alezand ee e eg. 
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train, upot eee but it would be a 
more crying evil, were the principles of wag: - 
lation ſuppreſſed. andinduſtry-diveited of a ſe· 
cure title: to its poſſeſſions. Let us therefore | 
omplait bun - evils: As long a6 
ictivity, ĩnduſt ry. and c 
conomy ; ji Adee Abe date, of happi- 
neſs and inequality in the conditions of man- x 
The more flouriſhing the ſtate, the 
more ſtrikiag will that inequality be; and yet 
ro level thate conditions, is e oY E 
| gillatare- will- uſurp. 24400 Ea i nn 
LE us avow then. dad the bre Miet 
luxury has its uſe: for it tends, by i its wants 
and its expences, to compound with the babe 
for the very inequality complained. of. In o- 
ther words, luxury exhauſts ĩts own xiches, and 
bids them flow among the people. acknow-. 
ledge it, replied Beliſarius, riches. ſhould have. - 
as many vents as poſſible ihrongh which to dif- 
fuſe themſelves abtoad. I do not mean to ar- 
gue, that the man of affluence ſhould- be ob- 
liged to hoard his riches, or that any rule f 
policy ſhould preſcribe the uſe.to be made of 
them. The law, L have: already: faid.. ſnould 
content itſelf with chargingzhe public with the | 
neceſſities of government: Farther than this it 
ſhould not go; the teſt of every mans ede 
298 ſhould be left unexerciſed, in ſuch mau - 
| 3 
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pinion will do the teſt. Opinion! ſaid the 
enperor——Yes,' opinion, replied Beliſarius: 
that aud that only, without eonſtraint and vi- 
oltnce,-will arrange all things in their proper 
oder! dad ir baue alone chat ee 
'A revelucion e folk appears duk ts 
; buc ir depends entirely opon the will nd 
ide eme of the: forereign. Let him be e- 
qual and impartialto merit; e mam of m. 
deſt reſerve and fimpfieity of manners be ſure 
of the beſt reception ar court ; let the prince 
oelair His conrempr'of oſtentatious expente, 
and emaſchlreigg ſuzirics; let bim keweld win 
an eye of diſdaln the flaves of lunury; ker bim . 
view with. regards of chearfulneſs and refpecs 
the men who labour for che pubſie good, and 
the court will ſoon take the tone of fimple man- 
nets, esuskleck by wildom and frugatity.. Of. 
eben vim tes longer be honourable, it WI | 
nbt even be deceht. A becoming auſterity of 
life Wiffiake the place of licentioufucſs; eve! 

_ ry thing: frivdfous will give way to wildem? 
na! merit will be the beſt letter of recom- 
 mendarion; and pomp and vanity will be left to 
_ the Exipty Pleakares of TelFapplauſe. "Ob! my 
_ friends * how rapid wound be their falk You 
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know. how docile and imitative. the. metropelis- 
is; how eaſy to de moulded to the example of, 
the courty That Wbich grows into eſteeim 1 * 
foon- in f aſhion. 4 The godd old. frugaliy o once 
reſtored, diſigterellgduels would olle, and 
bring in her train hetroic manners. ＋ — ma an 
of ability to be uſeful, . in. ingrdinate * 
deſires 80 lo onger Ke reed from che 
debaſing Ace Epe would. i ſoon find the- 
ſentiments of onouf .tak king root in his heart; 
che love of his country, and anardour for glo-- 
rg, would warm the breaſt of freedom, and e— 

| mulation would kindle, up, its zenerous flame. 
Alas! did the ſorereign, know is alc ndant 02 
ver the minds. of men. with \ "what facility he can- 
mon}d. them to bis Will, te would, enjoy. it as 
bis. ſweeteſt power, | his belt e and moſt relpecta- 
ble prerogative; and. yet it is the only me 

attribute of which he is entirely ignorant.” 

"By bat influence, fal d Juſtinian; ſhall the- 
ſovereign, be able to contro a talſe for àmuſe · 
went, the love of ' pleaſure, and ihre luſt of 
money? Of what conſequence is it it to M. 

| v hoſe eyery ſenſe is intoxicated With voluptu⸗ 
-- ouſneſs, whether the court probes or Feu 
8 ſures 14 conduct? 4 Wi rt 1 prince be able to · 
reſtrain the man, whoſepower 925 wealthis great; 
. making his own uſe 21 7 igduftrious?* 
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m delghtes? fro tt ing chic” arts ſubſer- 
ect — Abi? No, replied — 
e d if it be agreeable to the forereign 
e am brand! effeninacy with ſhame, atid 55 : 
delence with contempt : he can excfude diff. 

patiog, vice, and incapacity; however wealthy, 

ron the brit" offices of the ſtate. * Ie will de- 
pend n him to malte the true comforis of 

life and e every tion! enjoyment the fure at- 

tendants of a good and reſpettable character; 
be} can gire them to merit, and he can, more- 
* overs take from luxury all its pride and often- 
tation, till it feels itſelf the object of contempt. 
This wiltalmoſt compleat the work * for when 
_ ley Is thus reduced, honeſty will vo longer 
be depredſed, i nor will virtue ſoffer- indignity. 
1 here will be other rewards, of which ricties 


$54 54 Oy - 


can never b be the ſubſtitute. The eſteem of 
the public, digniries, and. honours will be the 
price. of merit. Gold will not be able to co- 
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= ſhawe and infamy, and the little ſpirit 


_ wal Hutter in vain pomp and. ſplendid orna- 
ent. Belieye r me, my good friends, take pride 
from luxury, and you diſarmi IT -- Alli its refin- 
e914 Tenfations, are affected; it ſubſiſis entirely 
upon the opinion mankind.entertains of its gaiety 
and happineſs. . Subque that opinion, and you 


_ z5ducs riches to their true ſtandard. If they 


| aſpireto honour and real ralue, they muſt be 
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Abetgen by the uſe mad 
poſſible” for luxury to. be getierous;” av By 
gtons upon its wants; and that tery aftticeis 1 

compounded of all the paſſious that are uſually 

| hired for money. But if the moſt ardent paſo 
fioons, fuch as pride, ambition, and love elf, 
(for love always is in the train of pomp a Low 5 
glory) ere no longer attached to magniſicen 
and oſtentation, yon may then compact: die 
the eſtimate of luxury i is Aae, As avs 
rice loſes of its force. FF 

Tus real adtantages of RY fach Fg - 
venience, accommodation, the delights of afflu- 
ence; quict, independanee, aud that ſuperiority 
v hich fortune claims over thoſe whoare retaia- 
ed ic its ſervice; all theſe are more than faſſi- 
eient to ſtrike a deep impreſſion upon Jittle 
minds; in ſomuch that Fam far from boping or 
fearing the downfal of arts, which have lau- 
ry for their foppore.-/ FUG! TORtt 
Dor let diſtinctioũs and We N . 
eines! from wealth, and then the fouls which 
nature has endowed wich energy and ſpirit, 
wirh exalted virtues and generbus paſſions, wilt . 
look down with diſdain upon tue perth enjoy- 
ments of x vanity, : and will ſeck elſewtiGfe there: 4 
wards of fame and honour, in n 
Tur glare of affluence, faid Tiberie, will 
eber be exlipfed it in an 3 and Hovriſie 
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ing, ſtate by the frugal ſyſtem of nend 
unproſitable honours. The eyes of mankind 


are dazzled by the luſtre of wealth; and digoi- | 
ies, nay majeſty itſeifi are obliged to borrow. 


chegce their mott. ſtriking decorations 
Ishoulp be glad to know, replied Beliſa- 
rins, of two eminent men, which, according to. 


your ideas, gave the greateſt dignity-and even 


majeſty to the Roman ſenate, the rich Lucul- 
lus or the indigent Cato? The queſtion quite 


overpowered Tiberius. I allude now, conti - 
nued the hero, to an ra of luxury; and yet 


in that very period, with what. veneration did 


the. ſound. uncorrupted. part of the. common- 

5 wealth (I. mean the people) recal to theic minds 
the days of ancient ſimplicity, when Rome was 
free, yirtuous, and poor; when the lands of 


her ſcanty territory were tilled by the conque-+ 
ror's;hand, and the plough was crowned. with 


triumphant laurel? Let us do juſtice tothe 57 


ple, and reſt aſſured that, a. Wiſe ſovereign, i in- 
circled 1 with warriors and with. patriots: void of 
arrogance, but · full of years and honours, will 
exhibit to bis people a more reſpect⸗ ble and bo⸗ 
nourable ſcene, than a prince diſſolved 1 in uxu⸗ 
ry and ſurrounded: by a: train of glictecing val. 
ſals. It is a maxim. ever inculcated by perſons 
in high offices, that to ſtrike the public with i- 
dess of dignity, y their rank Spght ercr 10 b Fry 
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are genetally 2 7 rhe 1} burthey're:” : 
ſemble a coat, whoſe amplicude ſerves to cover” 
the defects of the body; and this furniſhes ws; 
with am additionet reaſon why the whole war- 
adobe of out Ward few and ſplendor, Which 
thus disgulſes men and confdunds the judgment, 
ſhould be vi jorally thrown' afide, When Virrw 

diſplays Ar to the public eye, like a wreſtfer 

in che amphitheatre, her form and vigonr wilt 
be better diſtinguiſhed ; and if Vice, Incapact- 
er, and Meannefs, ever  prefame to enter the* 
like, rliey' wilt ſtand more confeſſed 80 ie w. 
and wilt the fooner be covered wich ebnfuſiou. 
I.rs is another ad vantage refalring from fm. 
ple 1 manners in eminent ftarions; that the Pure 
den of rewarding merit is made Hgbeer to the 


_ public, and the ſtate makes# faving: 99 
that would be x ru 


2 


able rapacity of he Kieridu 
non of honours will diſpenſe with the neceſfity 
of magnificent prefents; 2ndfrugatſty event {IS 
_ the grant of hodours, will "make the- een 
x berter exconotiſt for the public go ” The 
is the great end tre Houfd Hay 
reſtrain the rich from |aunching in | 
„ reren 
a fire that ſoon cbnfames the materials it ſuba 
bann. Tie — . ü Preſefus 
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their — — knowledge, and N vir 
tues. may be inclined to conſecrate themſelves 
to the ſervice of their country, from being taint-. 


_ ed by the ſweets of luxury, and corrupted by 
the; luſt of gold The brighteſt diſtinctions, 
ſuch as are never prophaned by fordid miſ- ap- 


Plicatious, ſhould. be reſer ved for perſons of 


their temper and genius. I cao ſay of myſelf. 


that I ſer ved my prince with all due zeal; and: 
nen conſiderable ſuccels; and my on feelings 


: 88 how vile a thing is gold when com- 


pared with the oaken branch and the laurel, 
thoſe ſweet remembrancers of the ſovercigy's. 


affection and (eſteem. Moreover that eſteem, 


which is ſo grateful to the honeſt heart, eſpe- 
cially-when ſeconded by the voice of publie ap- 


for actions of real worth and utility, taking 
care, with a calm dignity of reſolution, ne ver 
to proſtitute them for undertakings, vain in their 
nature, frirolous or dangerous. That will be 
his true frugality. To maintain this properly, 


| it will indeed demand a firm unſhaken conſtan- 


* "or mind; a- ab: of juſtice always on its 
ſeduction or farprize ; a deter- 
nen of he will that never fluctuates, bur: 


| Ae a * bope that it N ſoften i in- 


ptobation, the prince will do well to reſerre 
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racter will be acquired, nay it will be ſuppbet⸗ 
: ed, if a: real. love. of virtue animate ihe ſove- 

reign's breaſt. In thaticaſe; his opinion will be 
the opinion of the public and his enample will 


decide and fix the: national character. r 
_ SHALL fairly own, ſaid Tiberius, a diſſi: 


culty that remains with me? At the rate you 
have gone on, the court, from hence the roy 
al favour, intrigue; and luxury, are diſearded 


vill grow rathet · ſerious. and gloomy and pole | 


ſibly then a young prince 


3 


vou; that the prince may want ee | 


your fear; but, my dear friend, I have nat ſaĩd 
That the taſk. of governing is a mere paſtime. 
And yet, even amidſt the ſolicitudes of royalty, 
there may be many hours of the ſweeteſt en: 


joy ment. The miniſter, for inſtance; may re- 
port to him the progreſs, of agriculture in par 
ces and provinces, which before were melan- 


choly, ſcenes of idleneſs, poverty, and diſt reſs: 
May he not then ſay to himſelf, An act of my will 
has now made millions happy? His ſages of juſtice 


may inform him, that by one of his laws the int 
heritance of an Orphan has been wreſted from 


che griping hand of hard- hearted avarice: May 


he not ſay with exultation, Heaven be praiſed! 


1 have been the protector of the poor. From 


the war · office he will not receive conſolations 5 
ol ſo * nnn. a nature. But when . 


f ef 
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he is gold with what zealand generous * 1 
is ſanhiſul iubjects ſhed their blood in the caufe 
Wee neee ed 
pity will ſo eon nd themſelves in mixed ſen· 
ſations of — — and gratirude, that | 
the teard of humanity willdelighe him. In ſnort, 
the vos and prayers of his own illuſtrious ra, 
andthe 'bleffings oſ future ages, which the con · 
® ſcious imagination will anticipate, all crowd to- 
| gether in bis breaſt, and are the ſolid pleaſures 
Z of a ſovereign. And will not theſe ſuffice ? 
Mill chere be ſtill a void left aching in his bo- 
Gm? Like the kings of Perſia, in ancient times, 
ane may viſit the provinces of his empire, diſtin- 
guiſhing uith his favours thoſe who promote 
| br pv eng agriculture, plenty and popolati- 
vn; While pride, inhumanity, and indolence, for 
br king the contrary miſchiefs, will be ſure to 
meet the marks of his diſpleaſure. At Byzan- 
dium, as well as at Rome, the public granat ies 
have been viſite: by be emperors; would it be 
a degrading condeſcenſion, if they made a pro- 
greſs into the country,-to know with certainty 
that under the Towly' roof of the peaſant bread 
has not been wanting for his helpleſs children? 
: Alas! how uninſtructed muſt that prince be in 
regard to his duty and bis intereſt, who ſuffers 
 #Tacuity in his time! We muſt not imagine that 
: a in his moments of nn when 
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ed from the cauſe and duties af his 


he is de 


| 
WT a 18 


= 8 * 1 
OS 7 Ba. s 8 * 2 
- £ . 4s: © oo, e 
„ 1 * oi -2 * * 
7 9 * x4 1 * E 
r ff 
l 5 %g 4 . : . 


N 
& <4 1 
2 $ Fa 


rank, 1 ten remain a ſtranger to the fwreet ſen»: | 


fations of domeſtic happineſs and ſaci 


x „ 83 
7 1 ; . 
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fare. He will have his ſelect friends; and un- 
bending himſelf with them, he will taſte the 


charm of rational delight. The man of virtue, 


who wants little, and is therefore eaſily icons 


rented, diſplays in his con ver ſation that ferenjs 


iy of ſober joy, which ſprings from peace and 


in ward harmony; that hear tfelt eaſe, ta which 


pride importuned by craving wants, and vice 
for ever ſuffering the corroſions of remorſe; 
are utter ſtrang ers. An honeſt mind, it muſt 
be acknowledged, will find but little lei ſare to 
relax itſelf from the duties of an important of- 


fice; but the moments of vacation will be den 


bed tful. Remorſe, ambition, and fear, are ba 
where u rightneſs, truth, and virtae may walk, 
ſecure, without fearing envy, that lies in am 


buſh, and without apprehending fadden. gifs 


grace from the whim of the prince, will not, 


perhaps, be the moſt brilliant court, but ĩt will = 


be the happieſt in the world t will not be 
erowded, ſaid the emperor.— Aud Why not. 


© that love to ſhine in caſe and ſplendid vanity 


will not flutter in the circle; but to recompenſe 


that lo, men of * and of N calent 


the hallowed hour. The const 


reſumed Beliſarius? The lle ambitious fr 


We 


S ART 'F 
form a numerous party. Tay numerous, | 
my friend Tiberius, and 1 fay i it in honour of 
human nature. When virtue is in faſhion, the 
ſieeds of it will be diſcloſed in every heart. Pub- 
lie eſtimation is a kind of ſun in the moral world, 
that warme, that animates, and calls forth the 
latent principles of truth and honour. When 
the ſoul is ſunk in ſloth and languor, it is not 
hen the time to delineate its true character. 1s 
it to be expected that a young man, who has 
heard nothing from his father but the panegy- 
tiek of money; whoſe imagination has been 
dazzled with the luſtre of gold; who in cities 
and in villages has ſeen nothing ſo abject and 
deſpiſed as labour and induſtry ; who has been 
taught by experience that pride can creep, that - 
ambition will crouch, that law will bend, the 
road to honours be thrown open, and court 
fayour diſpenſe its ſmiles at the beck and com- 
mand of riches; that they, and they only, can 
protect him from injuſtice, or exerciſe the ſe⸗ 
vereſt tyranny; that they adorn and embelliſn 
vice, ennoble meanneſs, and ſuperſede talents, 
Ability, and virtue; is it to be expected, I ſay, 
that a young man educated in this train of think - 
ing ſhould be able to draw the line between good 
_ and evil, virtue and ſelf-intereſt? Let a diffe- 
rent deftrine prevail; let the ſovereign, that 
Fountain'of the manners, ſet the faſhion of the 
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4 Ty let education and habits of virtue teach 
the value, the neceſſity of ſelf-approbation;/ let 

them awaken the love of honeſt fame and a de- 
| fire to win the applauſe of good men; let the 
| foul expatiate abroad to gather the ſuffrages of 
the preſent age, and to foreſtal the praiſe f 
future times; let fair renown be next to virtue 
the higheſt and greateſt good; Jet zeal for the 
moral character make honqur deater than life, 
and ſhame more dreadful than enen/antihilaci- 
on; let theſe, principles be once eſtabliſhed, 
and it will ſoon be found how feeble i is the in- 
fluence of ſordid views and mean defites,” Ohl 
my good friends! where would nom be the 

names of Decius, Regulus, aud the Cato d, had 
they not been ſouls of fire, iuſpired by honoun, 
and replete with virtue? To excite an emula- 
tion of (heir example, there muſt be an iuſti- 
tution founded in wiſdom, and real encourage- 
ment to make men run the bright career of glo- 
ry. It were vain and idle to require of the 


Fathers of families, that they ſtiould 4rain-up © 


their children in the paths af virtue, if that 
very virtue be left to languiſii under — 
and bear the ſpurns of tt ĩiumphant vice. To 
re- eſtabliſi order, and give the manners the 


| - ſtrengihand beauty of ſyltera, all that is; good 


1 life muſt be appropriated to virtue; eu 


1211541101 
e aſſigned to juſtice and to honour, Let 
—— proceed ches fyſtematically, audit 
will teadily ſtrike your obſer vation how the 
manners will ſecond the laws, and gain ſtrength 
enforcement from che popular opinion, 
10 Spe: — rewards and puriſhmentzꝭ, dig - 
nities and diſgrace, thoſe are the engines that 
policy ſhould ſet in motion on the fide of vir+ 
tue and civil liberty; by managing theſe pro- 
| Pech the world may be governed at diferetion, 
Bor to keep more elofely to the point; by 
— and oſtentatious mangers the great are 
rendered infotent and avaricious; from fimple 
manners ſpriug the oppoſite quatles of mode 
ration; jaltice, and humanity; and thus the lead. 
Jug iatereſto of vice being liſted on the fide of 
Vuirtue, men wil! adopt the latter with che ſame | 
Fpivicthar attached them ro the former. " 
os have given us à pledfing reverie, fain | 
Juſſioian, an agreeable and flattering dream! 
Far from it, -replied Beſiſar its to think of ma. 
king intereſt and ſelf - love the ſprings of hu-- 


mind by what methods was formed, in the iu- 
Fancy of the republic, that glorions ſenatorfat 
order, in which ſo many ardent virtues, fuch 
| Heroic patriotiſm blazed forth upon the world. 
To what, thivk you, was it owing It was be- 
7s ee. —- oanteg 


* 4 


man aQions, is by no means a dream. Call to 
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greatneſs of ſoul; * it was becauſe public veng 
ration was attached to virtuous manners, and 

* glory was the hero's ſure reward · Such, in all 
periods of theworld, bare pe een - 
and movers of the human heart; eels 

IA not now to learn that neee Kabicss 
and particularly the habits: of deſpotie .prid&; 
give way unwillingly to the moſt powerful 
motives, But let it be obſer ved, that ſor one 
ſon of profligacy. and corruption, who would* 
hold out with obſtinacy in ſpite of ſhame, diſ- 
grace, and infamy, there are a thouſand who” 

would yield at once to the controul 1 reaſon, 
and having glory for their excitement, would 
walk contentedly in the paths of — and of 
virtue. Let me pur ſue the conſequences of this 
idea. I ſuppoſe that men of virtue are placed 

at the helm of: government. I will, in that caſer . 


anſwer. wich my life for the prompt obedience 


the fidelity, and the public ſpirit of a. people: 
who are no longer bent under the yoke at op- 
preſſion, but, inſtead of being har raſſed by lit- 
tle tyrants, find: their lives, their property, and 
their liberty, ſecure under the ꝑrotec ion of the 
laws. The. ſtate then begins to raiſe its heads 
concord prevails through all elaſſes of the com- 
munity-; the plan of Conſtantine, built on a ſan- 
fFbe Roman empire was increaſed by encouraging: 
merit, wherexeriit was found. Liv, lib. 4. 
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| ; dy bottom, lays a deeper foundation; and from 


civil union I ſee ſpring up emulation, fortitude;. 
zeal' for the public good, and with theſe that 
weight among the nations en made pad 
the.miſtreſs of the world. 
Jos rin fax was abforbed in FO while 
Belifarius talked in this manner, and beheld with. 
wonder the becoming ardor with which the old 
dero exprefied himſelf, forgetting all his for- 
mer misfortunes, and exalted in thoughts of 
making his country HJovriſhing and happy. 
What a generous foul is this! replied the em- 
peror, that the old man ſhould poſſeſs ſuch ſen- 
ments for thoſe who have uſed him fo barba - 
rouſly. Beliſarius replicd, it would be the moſt 
glorious ſound that ever ſaluted my ears, if I was 
told, * Yow are now to endure the moſt wretch · 
ed torments; but thoſe torments will accom» 
pliſh your moſt ſanguine hopes of recover - 
7c ing the ſtate from the condition r 
Eee floutiſbing and happy conditen. ? 
Ius virtuous Eudoxa came to inform hin 
that his ſupper was ready, He went in; his 
daughter, with a graceful and modeſt air, fer- 
 vedupaplaccofpulle for her father, and join- 
ed wih him in the frugal repaſt. The empe- 
nor aſked him if that was His ſupper? To which 
Beliſarius replied, Fabricius was my equal, and 
"i what is now my —_ anda was his alſo. 
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1 a0 like this, faid Juſtinian to Tiber 
us, covers me 2 ſhame and IEICE 
| It us depart,” © © 7 Nn ing 
FTE — ns aue eee 
of the emperor from the uncafineſs that they 
imagined he was under; prepared a ſcene of feſ- 
tivity, at which he would not condaſcend to be 
preſent,” but retired: to a private ſupper, his 
thoughts being wholly taken up with the hap» 
pineſs of Beliſarius s mind, though to che world = 
he _—_— to ” he with * 
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ENT morning eee 
1 berius. In their way to the hero afys 
lum, he ſaid, Lam always dend but when I am dh 
his company, His ſerenity and compofure of 
mind infuſes itſelf into my mind, and'F am always 
happy in his preſence. But he is like the ſun, 
when withdrawn from his company, my mind 
is a glooomy darkneſs, a mere chade. The dif- 
ficulties for redreſs of grievante appear nothing 
when he is talking upon them, but appear un- 
ſurmountable when I think of them myſelf. In 
the firſt-place, the hero talks of making every 


15 — 3 40 5 | 
de empire is overloaded with expences. . His 
plan for new modelling the army, well; nigh 
: annihilated by a twenty years? war /——and: : 
reducing ai multiplicity of taxes to one general 
tax, ſimple and light. Tiberius made an- 
wer, I make no doubt, but what he has ſeen 
the ſubject in all the different points in view ;- 
only inform him of the diſſiculties that have 
occurred eo you 1 ee — 
mem all. 
Tun — was accordingly mm 
with a ſtare of the emperor's reaſonings; and 
after hearing them attentively, 1 knew, ſaid 
—Belifarius, that I ſhould ſtarc in your mind a. 
number of doubrs;. but I: 3 F hall: 
be able to remove them 65-5, 
Tus expences of the court, acc og to- 
my plan, are now reduced; We have baniſhed 
Auxury and favouritiſm. Let us now take a 
nie af the metropolis; and pray tell me the 
indolent, and almoſt! without number, ſhould 
be 8a burden to the ſtate? The corn which 
is diſtributed among them, would maintain 


1 
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ihe city, and malte it etnulace Nome, that 
Conſtantine charged himſelf wich this ruinous_ 
expence. But by what title eau an uſeleſs and 
inactive race pretend à right to de thus main- 
| rained! at the publie charge? The Romans, 
a people altogether of à mitary genius ; might . 
well claim to be nouriſhed,” even i time of 
profound peace, by the fruits of their con- 
queſts; yet in the very height of their ſplen. _ 
dor aud their glory, a portion of land to eu- 
tivate was all they required; and that being 
allotted by the ſtate, it is well known with 
what eagerneſs they iſſued forth to che labourt 
of the field. Bat witch us, what uſeful end is 
anſwered by that ever - era ug multitude that 
befieves the gates of the 'puluce? # Was it 
with ſuch men that 1 expaled the "Huns, 
' thoſe-ratagers of Thrace? The tity ſhould 
retain only ſuch a number of inhabitants a8 a 
find due employment to mamntala themſelves 
by their induſtry; the reſt ſhould be ſent forth 

6" coloniſe in 2 N bunu 
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was five buſhels:a month, or the ſixth of a buſhel per 


py day : therefore. 40,000 buſhels, at. fix men to a e 


would maintain 240,000 ůmen. L 
*:Sze Prud. Mb. 1. in Synn, The Roman pounds 


was ten modern ounces, 50 — . * 
— ER. 
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a fruits dene bee Anke | 
is the ſeminary of ſoldiers: a good and ſer - 
viceable militia will never be formed out of a 
lazy race, who are contented: to loiter away 
iheir days in idle poverty. Let the laws, aud 
above all, the taxes be reduced to a plan of 
ſimplicity; and the militia of the palace will be 
undone; by its own inſigniſicance. What an 
immenſe ſaving may n e circum- 1 
| Ayer need not be mentioned. - . 
Tus moſtialarming expence of government 


þ in maintenance of the army. But even 
that expence will be reduced to the regular 
body of the legions; for the; veterans. eſta - 
” Vliſhed in — — 
empire, ſubſiſt by their own induſtry, and their 
jmmunities and exemptions from all civil offices 
| ſtand i in the na ure of pay · 4 * Thoſe coloni . 
ah 2 of Conſtantine's genius and 


Policy, are not as yet annihilated ; to make them 
_ revive: in all the ſpirit of their original deſign, 
depends upon the will of the prince; for in 
fact, the number of gallane ſoldiers, who are 
1 "now ya its Oy: ad ee de- 5 


EE 4 See L'orig, du. Gouy, Fr, par 1. Lan. 
5 ; 2 Cod. Theod, 1 Lib, 7. "Tit: 28. | 1 


fire no „bender | reward than to be ſent to cal- , 
tivate and defend the lands they have acquired 


by conqueſt. The ſame may bealſerted i in re- 


gard to the troops which have been ſetiled 
upon the borders of rirers f. Thoſe places 
now improved and cultivated, repay with a- 
bundance the induſtry of the labourer.. 

Wu ot ł ſwarmsof barbarians have been con 
Nancly crowding about our trontiers, i in hopes 
of gaining a ſettlement I in our provinces; | 
aud occaſionally they have been admitted, with- 
out ſufficient precaution *; but the danger . 


conſiſted in admitting too large a number. Let 


foreign ſettlers, therefore, not be embodied 
ropeiher, but diſperſed in diſtant. places, and 
let the waſte and uncultivated lands be allotted 
to them, · Of theſe we have, alas! too many! 
ant and active government would 


+ but a e 
W We the foreign 2 . 


+ They were called an e Fa 
verus firſt nn them. See Lamprid. in Alex- 


2 and. 


4 Theſe | ſettlers were e called Leth, and their lands, 


_ Letic farms. | £0 


* As the Goths under the « emperor valent. 


* The lands of the Fiſcus, or Treaſury, were im- 


menſe. The puniſhment of moſt offences was a con- 
fiſcation of p"opertye 8. L*Abbe Cern. Ge n 
du 1 Fr „ + 


Es : > 
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incorpoprate them with the geſt of the ſtate 
as uſeful citizens, and well . ſoldi- 
><. * TINY | 
7 Pan legions, therofare,. are. now the caly 
xemaipivg hurthen to the ſtate; and the tribuie 
Which we draw from Egypt. from Afric, and 
Sicily. Would well ſuppart thiee times the gum» 
ber che government ever had in its ſervice | 
| II is not reſpeRiing this article that parſigony 
| £2 is required, concerning their maintenance r. 
. The ſtare may be at eaſe, but it cannot be too 
| 


ſtrenuous. in its endeavours to fix them upon 

9 good and regular eſtabliſhment. There was 

A time, when admiſſion. into the le | 

au bon anaur reſerved for the citizens of. Rome, 

2 phi warmly d diſputed hy the young men, 

| - who. were. eager candidates for it. That 
Tine is now, no mare, but it ſhould be re · 


need. . then. hat may not be at · 


iu Sicily. paid a tribute to the Romans of $,200,000 
buſhels of corn; Egypt; 21, 666,080 ; and Aﬀrc, 
473,200,000 ;. at the rate of ſix men to a buſhel, there 
daily maintenance for 1,200,000 men. | 
be monthly pay of a foldier was 400 aſſes, Va- 
1 Ive 25 filver denarii, equal to one numus aureus. The 
E- aff; was an ounce of copper, thefilver 1 pac, of 
- ed one, and the aureus 140 grains. f 
F This honour was alſo eagerly difpoted by the 
| youth of the provinces, ho! hag the: rights of the 
F ” TE | | 
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chieved by men who dene oe: n _ 
bre! * 
Mex. are no hinges ala Mavis aid ow em- 
peror.— The nature of man is the ſame; re- 
Plied Beliſarius; and nothing is changed bar 
opinion, that ſovereign miſtreſs of the man- 
ners. In fact, we only want the ſoul of one 


great man, his genius and his example, to ex- 


pand themſelves abroad, ant! fix the principles 
and the manners. From a million of inſtan- 
ces, that ſupport this propoſition, take a ſingle 
fact, which is, in my eſtimation, worthy of 


the old republic in its greateſt period, and e - 


vinces plainly, that in all ages, the virtue of 
mankind has diſplayed itſelf in proportion tb 
the demand made for it by thoſe who were 
ſufficienty Killed in mig of human: na- 


111 oy: 


. taken by Torila, 
brave officers, whoſe name was , _ 
lied out of the city at the head of a ſmall — 
ty, and. entrenched himſelf on an eminence, - 
wher e he was ſurrounded by the enemy. ot Fa- 


mine, it was not doubted, would ſoon reduce 
him to the neceſſity of ſurrenderiug; and in 


fact, he was in want of every thing. In this 
enigence, he addreſſed himſelf to his ſoldiers: 


« My friends, ſaid he, we muſt either periſh, 


or ſurvise in ſlaxery. Tou, I know, Will 


maps as 


. 
* 
r 


: 
: 
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4 not heſitate. about the choice; but it is not 
2 n to periſh, we muſt periſh nobly. The 
coward may refign himſelf to be conſumed 
-« by famine; he may linger in - miſery, and 
% Wait, in a diſpirited condition, for the friend- 
ee ly hand of death. But we who have been 
-<« ſchooled, and educated in the field of battle, 
we are not now to learn the proper uſe of 
e our arms: we know how to car ve for our- 
<4. ſelves: an honourable death. Ves, let us die, 
% but nat inglorious and unrevenged; let us 
% die covered: with the blood of our enemies, 
% that our fall, inſtead of raiſing the ſmile of 
+ deliberate malice) may give them cauſe to 
£ mourn;over the victory that undoes us. Can 
<4 we wish to Eure a few years more in 
i liſe, hen we: know that a very few muſt 
bring us to our graves : ? The limits of 
human life cannot be enlarged by nature, 
1 n econd 
-46 „ 9 8 5 
H finiſhed his: nme the foldiery 5 
chared their reſolution to follow him. They 
began their march; the intrepid countenance 
wich which they advanced, ſoon denoted to tbe 
enemy a deſign to give: battle with all the cou- 
rage of the laſt deſpair} Without waiting, 
therefore, to receive the attack of this illuſtri- 
bons band, the Goths thought proper to com- 


To 
"SE. 


* 


2 


pound, 900 immedi Jr; 
berty. & e Rege | ir wes] z 5 
I can count; wy: Ghent two 
millions in the empire, (capable ot the ſame... 
maguanimity, if another Paul were at he head 
of them. We can reekon alſo ſome chief of 
this illuſt rious elaſs; our victor ies haue pointed 
them out. While ſuch reſour ces remain, let 
us not deſpair of the commonwealth. Are 
you ſtill to be told; to what a degree of pro- 
ſperity, affluence, and population, ihe force of « 
the ſtate may be iacreaſed? Recal to mind- 
the condition in ancient times, L vill not wy 
of. Gaul, which we meanly abandoned. . 
of Spain, Greece. Italy, the r of — 
thage, and the various realms of Aſia from the 
banks of the Nile to the Euxine ſhore. Rev 
collect that Romulus 5. who in the infancy of : 
the ſtate had but one legion, was able at his 
death to bequeath to his ſucceſſor: forty . ſeren · | 
| thouſand: men n. arms. 7. that circum-- - 


Win at OS e t enen 0 d 


ey 


| Leonard. Aretin, 4+ Bel ral. aye bo 
Libgawac b nn e 
4 la order to 8 and Italy. from. the... 
Goths, the emperor ced- d to them the faire provinces. | E 
of Gabl”  * © Sion Apollic Mb vii. Ep, vile = 
C7 PS legion At that time conſiſted” of 3000 foot 
and 366 horte. see Dionyl, Hale, and Phataveh'ss 
1e. Romulus. F eee STENTS 
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mau. The empire, it is ſaid, is undene. Howl 


are haly, Sicily, Spain, Lybia, and Egypt, all 
enhauſted? Are Bœotia, Macedonia, aud the 
plains of Afis, which made the riches of Da- 
ries and Alexander, are they grown barren. 
umbers of man- 
my friends, let ſocial 
happineſs be re- eſtabliſned in thoſe regions, 
and ener of population will — 
men will be found in plenty, and then, I ſhould 
12 fan 4 wre propofe the vaſt plan which 1 


and unproduttive? But the r 
kind are thinned! Oh, 


litate and which, perhaps, is the on- 
ly way to render the empise more powerful 
and mot̃e flouriſhing than ever. And what 
car that plan be, ſaid the emperor :I will 


open it to you, replied Beliſarius. 
es 1 according to our 
way of conducting it, exceeded: the-ftrength 
of-g our armies; we were quite exhauſted by la- 


borious marches and fatigue of every kind. 


The diverſion of our arms gaye the enemy an 
opportunity to alarm us with ſudden incurſi- 
otis, which the line of veterans and of Agra- 


rian ſoldiers, poſted on our borders, was not 
ſufficient. to withſtand; and in conſequence, | 
before the regular legions could come up to their 


ſupport, de vaſtation and terror without contr oul 


\ 


by the activity, vigilance, and ſpirit of a ſingle 


4 
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ſpread a general ravage . Ia order, there- 
fore, to oppoſe to this torrent a conſtant fence, 
I would new model the empire upon à plan f 
military policy, in n 
e eee e pu |; 
of internal defence... Upon 
_ prefe@ would have under his 
arranged army; of whichiche cohbrüs maid be- 
formed by the ware owe 1 — 
provinces, with proper places 8 * 
their rendezvous, that they might ſo act 
concert as at the ſound of a e to a 
e eee mbodied a aort- 
oft aπνπιπj,8h“ lan ee 
Fon an army * kind would reſult abe 
further advantage, that every individual would 
glow with the love of his native ſoil; that ſoit 
which he has helped to people, which his- 
hands have cultivated, and which is endeared. 
nn the n de has enrlopedte mate. 


0% 10% 26 rw write; T5" on: tral 
he amy. e the: time of Auguſtuss- 
aid not exceed nine, The legions, were eſtabliſhed - 
at regular and fixed poſts, But the number of pro: . 
vinces afterwards ehere Ri g, the Tegions became Tn 
adequate to the ſervice; * - 6 pas ah wei 
to an interior ſation, and the lines of veterans, to 
whom lands were alloted on che borders of the enbmy, 
made but a feeble a Lena: room een Crore 
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it flouriſbing and fruitfol. With theſe iacen- 
tives in their boſoms, you may imagine to your - 
ſelf how — would bei in * en 5 
fence of their x operty . 6-447. wit 

IN an es wide n is no- 
_ thing ſodifficalt as to diffuſe through the whole 
am idea df a common cauſe, a principle of ct- 
vil union and one general intereſt. Among 
People ſeparated by the: ſea. we ſeldom obſerve 
_ any. confideradle degree of attachment to, one 
another. The South is wholly indifferent a- 
bout the dangers that alarm the North. The 
Dalmatian andthe Illyrian march under our ban- 
ners into Aſia with the coldeſt ipſenfidility : to 
them it is a matter of no concern whether the 


Tigris flows under our laws or thofe of the 


Perſian. By military diſciphne he is retained 
in the camp, and from the love of plunder he 
derives a degree of ſpirit; but ooo em 
facceeds; by fatigue and labour be is r 5 
and in the firſt moment of diſcoutencor terror 
he abandons a cauſe which is not his own. Up- 
on my plan the very reverſe would be the caſe: 
ide dame of country would not be an empty 
San te the foldier, but the” * ol his af" 


| * * "Wye re #73 


8 een inſpire theie, eee * 
courage to defend them. The fruit of the ſoil is the 


fake which the conqueror prepoles to ia. Zenoph. 
on — MY "eh. 5 


4 ; 5 


ꝛrited and ative race, preferred by labaus ſrem 


bis — by eee eee 
ioflame the ſoldier with ſpirit againſt the ene- 
my, the proper harangue may be thus conceĩ- 
red. Friends, countrymen, and feilow-citi=: 
« zens! behold the lands which gave you nur- 
ture; Lo, the roof vader which you drew 
your ſir ſt breath! the tomb of your anceſtors,: 
„the cradle of your intants, and the bed 
your wives, whom you are now going to de- 
fend. Andi are not theſe powerful- and 
pathetic motives? They have mademoreberoes 
than even love and ambition. Of their t eſiſt- 
leſs influence over minds trained up to ideas of 
war and the rigorous duties of ming dab 
pline, yon may eaſily form a udgmem. 
Fon my part. I dwell e dak 
light on dhe picture, which even now iĩmagina - 
tion fondly draws of a laborious, warlike youth. 
effing with ardour in all our towas and vil, 
— t@ the ſtandard: of their country a ſpi⸗ 


the vices of indolence, enured by habit to the 
rigouts of manly. exerciſe, addidted-tothe uſes = 
ful arts of peace, and eager to takethe field up- 

on the fir ſt alarm of danger! In amilitis focon- 
| ſtirured; the erime of deſertion would be z crime 
againſt nature; * and their courage and fideli» 


* It i is agaigſt nature to deſert the common: _ - 
8 Lic. Off - 


— 


wing eld; ady to be advanced when- 
——— By theſe means a ſpirit of: 
ul a and. Lwarkke genius would be diſſu- 
1 13 the empite, and the reward of 
bravery might be a:commition to ſerve in the 
ular and more honourable body of the le- 
gion vhich would be thus recruited; without 
_ thoſeraſhleviesof men, which partiality, fraud. 
dolluſon or negligence, ĩnliſt 1 into the army f. 
We ſhould then have a muſter of ibe people. 
How ſuper ior would be the force of the em- 
pire to any forme period of its ſtrength, even 
though we ſhould look baełk to the — 
moſt refulgent glory! & Would the enemy of | 
South or the North dare, in that caſe, toinvade 
vid Would they aſſault a people; who with am 
ung ſeiplined army. unprovided with the pro- 
per inſtruments of war, and almoſt wilhout 
. ＋ Hence the enemies on ant Gides; ave” us 15 many 
defeats; whilſt a long peace ſelects the ſoldier without 
cee Wbilſt the raw ſoldiers; attentive to their poſſcfli< 
ons, are approved either 1 or an 
tion, Veget: lib. i. cap. 7777 
8 Vader Auguſtus 23 legions; $; vader Tiberius 92 z 


f Adrian 30; Galba 372,000" men, OP N * 
E auziliaries. n 23 3 
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bread, boxe ſo often bear back their ir ruptiaust ö 
An who can anſwer, interrupted Juftinjan, 
that, in a military ſtate like this; the people” 
will always be under the controul of governs 
| * Who will venture tw inſure a da ſob- 
ordination It will be inſured; replied:Belifa- 
rius be their own intereſt, by the benigniry f 
the laws, and the moderation, juſtice; and ſaga- 
city, of a wiſe-adminiſtration, Lou wilt be ſs 
good as to bear in your minds, that I made the 
happineſs-of the people the very corner -ſtenle 
of the ediſice. It is very true; ſaid Jaftiniang © 
but the people are prone to change, fond of ĩn 
noration, inconſtant, reſtleſs, and ready to be 
| inflamed by the:finſt factious leader iat hopes 
tao find his account in civil commotions. Jon 
ſer the people in ons light only, replied Ben- 
ſar ius; you: judge of chem im cheir preſent c. 5 
dition, 2 ſtate of ſuffering, Rke that in which - 
they were plunged at Rome, * when Rome had 
fallen into misfor tunen. But of this y ma 
be ſure, that men always know cheir ow wants, | 
and will underſtand their rights: let che priace 
ſuccour the former, and protecł the latter, aud 
| your on wann n 1 . actnows | 


Ld 64 " 2 7 


; 


* 34. 744 3 


= It is « the ogy _ * common 3 bate the 
preſent and to commend the paſt times. The vulgar. 
of an inconſtant temper, ſedirious, contentious, den 


raus of novelry, an enemy to 2 WO" 


up to the throne 


ledge all his patriot cares with gratitude The? 
_ favereign's love will be repaid by the affecti- 
ots of his people. If he prove juſt, benevolent 
and wiſe, confiding the offices of his'adminiſira- 
„ eee eee on he: 


tamo 14 E ſhould: be wi ig oro th 
can 1 ed ſpirits, a paliry handful - 
of feditiousimalecontenes convert a people, who 
have teaſon to be ſatisſied, into a r 
red rebels? Sach a revolt is onl to be dread- 
ed by him who leaves his ſubjects to groan un- 
der oppreſſion: the character of reigning for 
the good of the community mne. | 
wark againſt.creaſons- and conſpiracies. Can- 
it-bejimagined, that amidſt abe: 8 ſent 
| by a gratefubpeople. rebelli-- 
on will dare to eres its ſiandard ? Whereis ĩt to 
| ſegk accomplices ? Will it go intodcenes of u- 
ral aranquillity, where peace, and liberty and 
Pleniy ſit ſmiling on the land? Will it Kulk in 
rowns, where iaduſtry works in chearfulneſs, 
and the ſor tunes oſ 1 his:hife, his 
property. and his rights; are under the. ſafe- 
guard of the laws? Will it cabal in families, 
where innocence,” rruth, honour, and the ſanc- 
rity. of marriage · vows cooperate with all be 
tendereſt diet al nature, and endear e dameſ: 
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tie ſcene? Can treaſon in ſuch places expect to 
find aſſociates ? It will not expect it; for the 
empire of juſtice is immoveable, or boching fub- 

| —— a laſt ing duration. I will al- 
low yow that in making the ſubject powerful, 
in order to render him Happy” and contented, 
there is a riſk that requires a dariug mind; but 
-of* thar-daring mind: I'ſhonld be /thodoft Wy 
ruin were the con ſequence: I ſhould ſpeal out 
and tell my people, I put arnis into your hands, 
to ſerye and aid me, if my government be afl. 
and to reſiſt ufurpation, if I ſhould be gul ley 
of it. This you will deem'raſhnefs, but in my 
ũdea it is the height of prudence thus to put un- 
der due reſtraint both my own paſſious and hoſe 
of the people, thereby eftabliſhing à ſure bay 
rieragainſ the ill conſequences of either! Wich 
my cron I ſheuld, by theſe: 'means,ctranſmjt 
to my ſacceſſor an hereditary neceſſity tõ go- 
vern according to law; and that neceſſity: thus 
rendered deſcendible, would be the brighteſt 
monument of glory that ever monarch left Be- 
hind him. I am aware, my friends, that ge- 
nine virtue does not act upon the principle of 
fear; but if virtue is entrenched by it) I hall 
| think it a conſiderable advautage; for what vi- 
tue is at all times ſore of walking upright ? 1 
en it ies maxim that a ys PIE 1521 
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laws; & the very law itſelf aſſerts it, and per- 
haps wiſely; but my firſt care ſhould be at my 


_ acceſion to forget that maxim, nor. would I for- 


_ giveithe ſycophant-who ſhould remind me of it, 
My friends, I now muſt take my leave. TO 


change the face of things, and new model an 
empire, is a laborious taſk: let us repoſe our- 


There ſtill remains behind a- 


your 


nother . which affliẽts my ſpirits: but 
I willireſerve- it for another opportunity. At 


our next meeting I ſhall endeavour to intereſt 


Tiberius in an n rnb * nn _ 
7 only alluded te. 3 —T—D¹ | 
; a back faig 0 N. 
I beriet, his views are very extenſive; but what 
che talles of muſt be undertaken by one in the 
prime of life, and not by one in my years, al- 


ſeol ves a little. To- morrow I ſhall be glad of 


-moſt won out wich cares, and the iofirmities 


of old age. That I am not able to decide, 
_ Treplied Tiberius; but I imagine there are fone 
_-Shiogs that require only the effort of the will 
20 eſtabliſh them. And if any thing depend 


upon time, that time is not very remote, when 


M dope me ſhall ſee it dawn upon us with luſ- 
de. My dear Tiberius, ſaſd the emperor, 


four lively genius makes you behold difficulties 
* * than I do. Iris my time 
A Pand. lib. 1. 


® 


\ 


D ll 1 
dow to learu to die, and not to begin a new life, 
gr only for thoſe be re poſſeſſed with fuck 
a lpirit as yours," 1 muſt ſee the brave old ge- 
neral again;\for-I'would 1 rather ĩudulge a plea- 
ſing ſadneſs in his company than ſuffer the in- 
fulting gaiety nn om men abe 
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garden till the ſun was near . BEE 
nir ius ſaid / this beautiful orb no Tonger lights 
me, but I am ſtill warmed and 3 155 
its rays; and in it en ene 

dhe Stang. Jutinig epics} vere 
: our warrior is filled with therriumphs of rei- 
1 to hear ſuch expreſſiviis from me brate 
old man's mouth delights and raviſhes me 
= Belilarius replied, there is nothing but religion 
cin give comfort to an old blind” man. This 
will give joy under che moſt ferere affliction 
aud trouble. None can give a better teſtimo- 
ny te this truth than my ſelf. Orerwbelmed 
With years, deprived of fight, and deſtitüte of 
friends, abandoned over to myſelf, and nothing 
Jo 6— eigugie but the decline 
. : S 


i 


| 

| 

} 

1 

| 
3 


heart, Where all was laid waſte. and deſolate 
with miſery, revived and glowed within me at 
that reſfexion; I felc ic expand in my boſom 
ih new life and joy. Thold the ſame ſelf · con- 
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| 1 bare nothing left but to ſend up my medita- 


tions to Heaven: to deprive me of that were, 
perhaps, to drive me to deſpair. The good man 
walks with God; a ſecret conſciouſneſs that he 


_ 1s acceptable to his Creator warms his heart; 


and from that ſource he derives ſtrength and 


_ rapture even in the midſt of affſiction. When 
IJ was firſt ſurrounded with misfor tunes 1 deſert - | 
ed by all, and given up tomy enemies, who were 


Plotting my ruin, I have often ſaid to myſelf, 


Be of gourage, Beliſarius; you are free from 


felf-reproach, and your God beholds you. 


ference ſtill; and when my daughter is witk 
me, yielding toche ſtroke of affliction, and bath- 
ing my face with tears; Can you be afraid I 


Alk her, that He who ſent ws on this ſtage of 


life, will ceaſe to prompt, to in vigorate, and ſup- 
port us? Your. heart is endowed with ſenſibili - 
ty, and truth and pureſt virtue teſide there; 
Your. father. has not more to anſwer. for than 


Jourſelf; and can you. imagine that the Fonn- 


tain of all goodneſs will deſert that virtue which 


. be loves? Oh! my. daughter, come but the mo- 
ent. when He, * a. his * called 
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forth: my ſoul into exiſtence, ſhall command it 
into his own: glorious preſence; and then we 

_ ſhall ſee whether wicked men will-follow this 
ther to diſturb that ſtate of bliſs; My poor 

daughter Eudoxa liſt ens with fixed attention to 
ibis conſoling lauguage, und her tears fall as 
the hears it; but they are tears that flow min. 
gled with delight: and thus by degrees I lead 

her to conſider life as a little voyage whieh we 
perfopmins bach wh zaccommodatedioour will 
es, and therefore with joy we approach the port, 

f * all is peace, delight, and rapture. 
Tov have framed for yourſelf, ſaĩd the em- 
peror, a very conſiderable ſeheme of religion! 
Alt is the true religion, replied Beliſarius. 
Would you have me comemplate the Gd whom 
T adore, in the light; of a ſullen and offended 
d who delight vengeance only ? Tknow 
full well that when he is repreſented to us by 
men of dark, of jealous, haughty and melancho- 
1y tempers, the i image of the Deity takes a 'tinc- 

turefrom the imaginations it has paſſed through, 
and a benevolent” God is made to appear · fret = 

ful, paſſionate; and iraſcible being, like thecrea- 
tures that talk oÞhim- 'They per hags ſind their 
account in making their own. vices the attribute 
of heaven: But I endeavour ro figure to myſelf 
the per fections which it is my duty to-imitate, = 
'Do e error ? I is is at ſeaſt * 
4 


- 
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innocent one. From the hands of my Creator 
1 came forth weak and feeble; he will be in- 
dulgent therefore; to him it is apparent that I 
Have neither the madneſs nor the wickedneſs to 
offend him: that ĩnfatuation of mind, that im- 
Potence of pride is foreign to my heart. To 
my God I am more dutifully attached, more fer- 
vently devoted. than ever I was to the emperor: 
of this I am ſure, that the emperor, who is 
but weak erring man, would never have done 
me harm, if, in oy; he coold have ws | 
m Reset rn 5 
ALAs! . God ad Joſtivfan, 3 is, ks. 55 
ſtanding what you have ſaid, a God of wrath; 
a terrible God! Yes, to the guilty he is ter 
Tible, replied Belifarius; but I am ſelf-acquitted 
ia my own conſcience; it tells me I am good 
and virtuous; and in the fame manner” that the 
flagitious ſoul is incempatible with the eſſence of 
the divinity, 1 have the comfort to think that 
the ſout of the juſt man is analogous to the foun- 
rain of all goodneſs But which of us is the 
juſt man, ſaid the emperor ?—He that endea- 
vours moſt to be fo, replied ent for 
goodneſs conſiſts altogether in volition. 4 


IA you delight in the See ide of 
your God; faid Tiberius, is not ſurpriſing, fince 
Sou behold him in fo amiable a light !—Alas! 
2 replied the Fold — I * bow much J m 


% 
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obliged to ſtrain my feeble powers in order to 
eoncei ve ſuitably of the Divine Majeſty; and al- 
ter all the efforts of a limited capacity to form 
imo oue complex idea all that is ſublime, and 
beautiful. and good, I am conſcious how inade- 
quate the image is at laſt; But what can a man; 
who would elevate his thoughts to a notion of 
his Maker? If that all- wife and ineomprehen- 
e Being delights in any thing, it is in the ef? 
n at bene volenee to al his creatures: this 
_ reflexion paints him to me in the mildeſt atti- 
tudes, and on that idea I therefore dwell, in or- 
der to ſorm che eee W "we 
Eim .. * 
Bor 1. wil 206 be ae ſaid Nt hn 
ror, to deſine him a benevolent Being: you- 
mult call him juſt alſo. They are ſynonimous 
words, replied Beliſarius. To delight in good 
neſs, and to have a- deteſtation for evil; to re - 
ward the former, and to puniſh the fatter, that 
is the true character of goodneſs: that is my 
firſt, my unalterable principles: Has it never 
bappened to you as it has to me, to attend the 
lesee of Titus, of Trajan, aud Antoninus? That 
is one of the reverĩes in which my ĩmagination 
loves to indulge. I fancy myſelf in that court. 
compoſed of the true friends of the crown: L 
ſee thoſe illuſtrious princes diſpouſe the {miles - 
ol complacence all around the honeſt circle; II 
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_ ſee them communicate the beams of glory aud 
of majeſty, mixed and-blended with fuch plea- 
fing delicacy and ſoftneſs, that every heart par- 
ticipates of the joy the ſovereign feels in diffu- 
fing happineſs to others. If that be an auguſt 

ſcene, how much more glorious and refulgent 
will be the court of Him, who is at laſt to re- 

ceive my ſoul! It will be filled with the Titus s, 
the Trajans, and the Antoninus's, thoſe delights 
of mankind. It is in their company, and that 
of the virtuous of all ages and of all countries, 
that the poor blind Beliſarius will glow with pu- 


_ , «a ad "Ip TON , . 
, 1 nm a - =_ * * n « UT bg An Co 2 £5 a n ** FS - wum 
a "TT, r r n is n os. IL ne” WK ect * 
£ $ . FF IT * 0 * * 2 us; 
* r W | > 92 * 9 
1 8 .*. "> J Wo x _ 4 7 
7 4 7 J " ol 


reſt fire before the throne of a good and equi» | 


table God. And the wicked, ſaid Tiberius, 
how do you diſpoſe of them! They will not 


be there! 1 ſhall hope; continued he, to ſee in 


that blaze of glory the auguſt and wretched 
old man who took away my eyes; for he has 
done much good, from the inclination of his 
heart; and if he ever did wrong," he was ſar- 
priſed into it. He will rejoice, I believe, to ſee 
my loſt organs reſtored to me As thus the he- 


ro ſpoke, his whole countenance was irradiated 
with joy, while the emperor poured floods of 
tears, reclining upon the breaſt of Tiberius. 
Ar length his tender ſenſations giving way 
to reflexion, Do you hope, ſaid the emperor, to 
find the pagan heroes in that paradiſe which has 
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X ſo enraptured you? Do you think 4 

be admitted? My good neighbour, replied 
Beliſarius, you do not o ] am ſure, to al- 
flict me in my old age! I am poor and wretch» 
ed, without any other comfort than that which 
ſprings up within me from the ſcenes of futu - 
rity which I have fancied to myſelf. If it be 
nn error, pray. indulge me in it: it eheers my 
| heart; and God is not offended; it enlarges my | 
idea of his benevolence, and I love him more 

ardently for it. I cannot be induced to thin 
that between my ſoul and that of Ariſtides, of 
Marcus Aurelius and of Cato, there is an e- 
ternal aby ſs of ſeparation; if I thought there 
were, I feel that my love for the great Au- 
thor of our exiſtence wang nn 
it. — 4 
N man, aid he emperor to:Vlberias 
while you honour the enthuſiaſtic virtue of 
this hero, you muſt not believe him an ortho- 
dox guide. Beliſarius never pretended to be 


deeply verſed in the myſteries of faith. And 


| who can be deeply verſed, replied the hero? 
| us eee preſume to think his eye has 


| * pa = Heere, by the ee God will 
work a miracle, rather than let him periſh everlaſting- 
Iy who has faithfully followed the laws of nature, 
But juſtinian, it is well known, v was a bigot, bow: * 4 
0 perſecuting ſpirit, op 


* 
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per vaded the great ſcheme: of Providence, 
Thbe all- wiſe Creator has given us two guides, 
which ought to operate in concert. with each 
other; and thoſe guides are, the ſight of faith, 
and of natural reaſon. The truth of which 
we are conviaced by intuition, faith will never 
eontradict. Revelation is but a ſupplement to 
the light of nature: it is the fame voice that 
ſpeaks to us from the throne of heaven, and 
from the bottom of the heart: It is ĩmpoſſi: 


He that they ſhould be at variance; and if on 


the one hand, the truth that ſtirs within me, 
angounces the juſt and good man to be aecepta - 
ble to his Creator, I ſhall never hear on the 
other; that he is obnoxious to the wrath of 
beaven.—— And who can be anſwerable, ſaid 
the emperor, that this inward ſentiment is the 
'revelation of nature If it be not, replied 


-  - Belifarins, a juſt and benevolent: God ſuffers 


me to be miſled, and all is loſt. - It is the 
light of natural reaſon that tella me there is 
an all-governing- mind, that commands ma 
to Vorſhip him; and promulgates his laws 
| in my very ſoul. And will the wiſe Creator 
give me by thoſe means an inward conviction, 
that may prove at [aſt the groſfeſt error? A- 
las! whoever is my antagoniſt on theſe points, 
I beg him to leave me ſtill my conſcience, the 
light aof intuition: it is 2 guide, and. ny belt 


1 ſhould abjure it at once, and 1 ſhould N 


5 
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: FO, Without it, I can no longer diſtin- 
guiſh right from wrong, or good from — 
truth and falſhood become indiſcriminate, and 
my duty loſes its ſanction. 1 do not even 
know that there are any duties to bind mes 
I then am blind indeed: and they w 
took from me the light of the ſun, were 
by far leſs barbarous than the man who 
ſhould „ in me man Mar | 
reaſon. Ws 1 at et e = 
Lr me aſk you, aids beds, what ds „ 
you perceive ſo clearly by this faint; glimmer-— 
ing ray within the mind ?-— pereeive, egpli- - © 
ed the hero, that the religion which i intimates = = 
to me a juſt and benevolent God, is a true re- 
ligion; and that whatever is repugnant to that 
ſine inward ſentiment, is not of that religion. 
Shall I ayow my principles I am attached to 
| that religion, becauſe it renders me better, aud 
gives a dignity to my nature. If I felt that it 
made me haughty, fierce, and hard of heart, 


V — y —— a> 


te my God, In the dilemma” which 0 
me to be either wicked or an unbeliever, ! 
chuſe the latter, and am ſure it will leaſt of. 
fend Jou. But happily the religion T em- 

brace, is congenial to my heart, Love God, | 
and love his works: can any thing be more 
'Eople, juſt, and natural? To. wiſh. good to 
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mum who does us evil: what à noble morality! 
how generous and ſublime! In our misfor- 
tunes; toiconfider all as a trial of virtue, how 
' ſweet and comfortable the philoſophy! Thus 
far I am content; and while I poſſeſs this mo. 
ral ſyſtem, if myſteries are propoſed to me, I 
acknowledge them aboye my reaſon, and I ſub» 
mit, with a ſincere compaſſion for: thoſe whoſe 
judgment wants the ſame-fefitude and docili . 
ty; at the ſame time I recommend them ts 
ite ſupreme goodneſs of the Father of all, 
” . nd to the infinite mercy of that omniſcient 
Jadge who ſees the Paths of error, * | 
forgive. ge io 
I this way af FEY "EO Nic Juſtinian, 
you are going to deal out ſalvation to numbers. 
Y wichout diſtinction Aud is it. neceflary, re- 
= «+ plied Beliſarius, that numbers ſhould be ina 
| late of reprobation? I feel with you, ſaid 
| Jauſtinian, that it. is more comfortable to love 
g 


God, than to fear him; but. all nature atteſts 
his Vengeance, and the rigour ol; his decrees. 
For my part, ſaid Beliſar ius, Lam per ſuad · 
end :thatihe only puniſhes when the divine grace 
cannot be extended; that he is not the origin 
of evil; that he — formed. the. beſt poſſible 
tyſtem, and has diffuſed all the good that ſyſ- 
tem was capable of receiving. * That is my 


9 the Stoic ſchool,. which was ny 


by Leibaitz and other Optimiſts, is 
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embraced; with zeal and veneration: the voice 

of nature will ſpeak aloud in- favour: of jit. 
Should violence and cruelty arm It with ſword 
and fie; ſhould the rulers of the earth, who 
profeſs this religion, with bigot rage bid the 
| ends/of hell ovcr-run:the world, and in the 


name of God ,excruciate łhoſe whom they 
ought to pity and to love, they will eſtabliſm 
or other of theſe two propoſitions; either 


that ibeir religion is bar barous like them». 
| fines 67 hey mne * doftride- of 
UU $62 ide 


ou have ra iſe, 644 a Jofinin, ſerious 


| his-domijions-:an —— — 22 — 4 


general mode of worſhip- If this right be in · 
herent in the crown, how can it be neee Ly 


ſarius. God. is good, he. 


be made. Sen, Epiſt. Lib. xxv. Whatever is denied 
could not be given to us. Id. de Benefi Lib. #i, Chap. 


28. We have received great things, but we have not 


received greater things. Ibid. Chap. 29. It is not 
_ eaſy to think that God acts without deſign : | what 


could be the cauſe TRE am badly treated * | 


Anton. Lid. vi. 


theology: - Let it be propoſed throughout ches 
world, and it will be found worthy of being 


ood man, he hath therefore. made. the beſt that could 


— — — 
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 Siinſt-rebellions and en. 4difſencers, ons 
„ aids Jes en — of faith, ſaid 

Beliſarius, I will frankly own, that whatever 
concerns the good order of ſociety, and has an 
ufluence on the manners, is of neceſſity ſub - 
je& to the juriſdiftion of the ſovereign, not as 
the infallible judge of truth and falſhood,/ but 
as a magiſtrate whoſe: province it is to eom · 
pute the political good or evil that reſults from 
the actions of men: and this opinion of mine 
I found upon this principle, capa ſhould be 
_ ſirſt principle in every man's creed, namely, 

That God is the friend of Fd _ autho- 
rizes nothing that can diſturb it. Well then, 
laid the emperor, do you doubt that there is 
a cloſe and intimate relation between the eſta - 

liſhed faich and the manners -I acknowledge, 
replied Beliſarius, that there are many truths, 
by their nature inter woven with the manners; 
but take this with you, that there are intuitive 
truths planted by the hand of God in every 
breaſt, which no man in his ſenſes will call in 
1 ueſtion; Whereas the truth of myſteries, 

Hich are beyond the reach of the human un- 

derſtanding, and therefore require a revelati- 
13 tion, has no connexion with the morals of 

mank ind. For if we conſider a moment, we 5 

* perceive, that the all-wiſe Being has * 


nn ene 20 


rached his myſteries from the great ſyſtem of 


ethics, for purpoſes the moſt important to ſo- 


eieiy, namely, that without waiting for à re- 
men mau ſhouſd be ded by the propenſitx 


e} to moral conduct? And ik 


— bas thought fit to 1 5 


fare of ſociety, the political ha 


—— — Au queſtion 


ſovxeteignu ſhould enquire diſpaſſi 


ſbould dee che rule of 0 
in conſequ 
neee eee JE ex 


udec 
3 £ . F 
« 3 Fs: * 4 fs <> oo F * 
goternnſent. 4 . * 


Tossenvx, ſaid the n „nt — 


re to the ſuperintendence of the magi⸗ 
ſtrate but what eſſentially concerus the inter- 
eſts of ſociety : and yet among all the impor- 
tant duties of ſovereignty; the moſt ſacred of- 
ice ſurely conſiſts in being the vicegereuit ot 


mee empires, and-the-courfe-df 


is, Why ſhonld not the civil magiltraternmitate = 
the diſpenſations of the Supreme: Being? The ; 
ther, by believing or nor believing 1 paßti⸗ s 
cular ſpeculative point, mankind would in 4 
moral ſeuſe be better or worſe; and in a politi⸗· 
cal view, more valuable citizens, or more faith 
ubjodts. This, I will take upon me to ſay. 

ver eigu authority and 
ice: of it you ſeg: what a number 


— 2 —— — _ oa 
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penſations of the eternal will —Ahb! let them 
de vicegerents of almighty: goodneſs, faid Be- 
liſarius, and they will do well to leave the mi- 
niſtry of vengeance to the demons of hell. 
That the darkneſs of ignorance ſhould be diſ- 

pelled, and that truth ſhould have its triumph 

chroughout the world, muſt be allowed, ſaid 
the emperor, to be coincident with the plan of 

Inſinĩte Goodneis. Truth cannot fail to tri · 

umph, ſaid Beliſarius, but it muſt not be by 

the arm of fleſh. Do you not perceive that, 
by putting the ſword of vengeance into the 


| | hand of Truth, you entruſt Error with it al- 
| 75 ſo? The very poſteinon of that ſword will 
| be ever deemed a ſufficient authority to wield 
Hl it without merey; and, let me add, Perſecuti- 


on will always be on the ſide of the ſtrongeſt, 
and will erect its banners according to the pre- 
valence of opinion, and, as that ſuggeſts, will 
glut itſelf with the blood of unhappy vidims. 
In this manner, we know, Anaſthaſius perſe- 
cuted that mode of faith which Juſtinian now 
protects. Phe deſcendants of men, Who were 
formerly murdered by the ſpirit of intoler · 
ance, have now reverſed the ſeene, and in their 
tꝛuru commit a daily maſſacre upon the poſte- 
 ._ rity of thoſe, who not long ſinee butchered. 
m.uankind for the ſervice of another religion. 
= — -_—— Ay 


n bee: vos «7 4 


the — right, ca either ot them 
be ſure: that the blood he ſpilt was tharwiths . 
which God deſired toffec his -altars/imbrugd > 
Error has an immenſity of ſpace, and Fruth is 
like a mathematical point in the prodigious 
void. 415 Aud who- has hit tha point? Each 
ether bappideſd te Ehle; bat up 
0 proof? #f chere be the clareſt ex- 
dence that he is right, can that evideuce au- 
choriſe him to inſiſt} and to inſiſt ſword in hand. 
ſuaſion comes from heaven, or it is the work of 
man. If from heaven, it will bring with its 
the credentials of its » if it Be of hu- 
man origiu it cam only claim the authority of 
reaſon ofer the faculties of the underſtand=: 
n mau is anſwerable for his own 
ſoul. It is his buſtneſs, therefore; and bis on- 


iy, ro-determine tho choice! upon which the? 


appineſs or miſery of his future exiſtence de- 

pends. You would compel me to tHink as yo. 

do; and if you are miſtaken, you ſee how? 

dear iti ooſts me. As to yourſelf, the error 

mighichave been innocent; will it be innocent: 

| towork'my-roin?! Alas! why is mas ſo arro-? 
Sant as to ſet up his own religious creed as at 
om others? Millions, who had entertain - 

2 | 


| "at: Let pur 
.deſcend-from heaven, and it will be ſure % 


ſuppoſed that the zealous religi 


his ſedt? The only paint upon which all the- 
alogiſts agree is, that they do not camprehend 


| rebels and 9 : he beate nil de. 


8 BEL ISAR US. 
ed a rational ſyſtem; of belief, have been ſedu · | 
ced and impoſed upon. But let it be eren 


is it my duty to attach e 
man opinion? God. he will ſay, enlightens 


him: let him then charitably pray, chat God 
Will faxour me in the ſame manner. But, af- 
ter all, if chis infallibility be aſſumed upon hu- 


man evidence, what ſecurity has the zealot for 
himſelf or for me, whom he has forced into 


the very myſterics they dare to prononnce ap- 

on with ſuch xremptory decidon: and {hall 
it be ia crime in me t doubt, where they do 

e and ſimple fauh 


gaining praſelytes: but decrees and penal e · 
dicts will give two things only to the world, 


e will bis . ———— 


tte maſk of diflimulation; while the faoatics 
of every ſe& will be ſo many tigers let looſe 


upon mankind. Caſt an eye upon Theodorie. 
that wiſe king of the Goths, i whoſe reigu (if 
we except the latter end of it) was not, inferior. 


to the adminiſtration of our moſt virtuouns 
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6 defi — plant ork own” Faith by 
the deſtruttion of mankind, that he *puniſhe; 
the I conformity” of His" "favourites 
wich death. How can I think; he uſed to 
* ſay, that you will not betray me, ſince wülr 
42 ſpirit of the baſeſt complaiſanee you be- 
tray him who - adered by your fore- ſa· 
«© thers? The or. Cenſtanttus thoughe 
the ſame - Win OW was never a crime it 
theſsbje@to be ſteady it his religious tenets; . 
on the contrary, it was in his eyes à ſin of the 
deepeſt dy. im any courier: to abhure Nis falxht | 
far temporal motives; aud betray his fonf for- 
the fake of court fdvyouj,ẽ,jB) Would ts Heavens 
that like them, Joſtigian Had never bent him- 
ſelf to enſlave the privilege of thinking! But 
alas! he ſuffered himſelf to benen in con 
troverſies, which can never be ended; and 
which gave him more tteubie than alf his 
most rious labours. För whit were che con- 
ences? Sechtious revolt; aud maſlicres;- 
His era gent wee n un 
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I ſity of the! fldts; fald the en- 

r. — unſty of ſenitĩment. 

Tbe expreſſion is equivocal, replied Beliſari 

us, and the conſtant ſource of miſtake; The 

minds of men- are never in beiter harmony; 

ihn uhen eat, i indi T2. il is at liberty to thin 
35 
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for himſelf, Do you know whence it is chat. 
opinion is jealous, arbitrary, and emed 
It is oving to the fatal error of ſoxereigos. it 
dhinking the ſpeculative: opigions of mankind 
of high importance to the ſtate, and diſtin- 
guiſhing one dogmatical- party with the moſt 
partial favours, in prejudice aud total excluſt- 
on qf all the reſt, No man is willing 0 he mark · 
end ont for eontempt, proſcribed, and ſtripped 
of all his civil rights. Wheneyer s ſtare is divid- 
ed into two faRions, and one ot them engroſ- 
ſea all che advadtages of the community, the 
other, whatever be the. cquſe of diffeakon, will 
rhink- jeſelf aggrieved, and the love of their 
country will give way to eſentment 80d four- 
vels of ſpirit.” The moſt frivolous object will 
become. grard and important, as ſoon as it iu - 
uences, the peace of ſociety. It is that in- 
ſuente, and not the king — Aich. in- 
flames the temper of party. Lei a er: 
7 be raiſed concerning the ies of. ſand-on 
_ the ſea · hore; to that controverſy annex a de- 
gree of influence upon the condition of the ſub 
jest, and it will be managed with as much beat 
and animoſity as any other queſtion. Religis 
ous futy is, for the moſt part, componnded af 
_ envy, fierce defire, ambition, pride, hatred, 
and fanatic em. ys 1k 3 tyrannizes with 


| eil if it were commiſlio £ _ heaven: 
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_ add all cheſe on ated-pailior are the gods ; 
of whick e are 0 implacable de- 
legates. Were there. notlüng ita be gained on 
earth by waging war for heaven; werezeak 
for truth to he depri ved of a piaus licenge ta 
murder all who differ about au hypotheſiss 
were religious enmity na longer allowed to 
riſe upon the ruins of the man it hates; were 
it teſtrained from enriching itſelf wich the 
ſpoils of the appoſite ſect, and gaining un- 
due honours and preferments; the ſpirits o 
 wankind.mould ſoon 5 TR and all the 
n 4 Fs MOEN TY Wo 
An ſo the cauſe of God would'be:abags 
doned, aid. Juſtinian. The cauſe of God, 
replied Beliſarius, wants no enthuſiaſts to ſup⸗ 
port i 5 Is at owing to polemical divinity that 
the ſun riſes, and the ſtars glitter i the f- 
med 24101 h ſhines. wich its bum pure . 
genuine luſtre; and the yaderſtandinþs af men 3 
are not enlightened by burning the faggors f 
perſecution... The actions of mankind are em- ? 
mitted by heaven to the juriſdiction of ſove- 
reigs; but to judge of the inward fentiment, 
is a right reſet ved for the great Seatcher'of 
Hearts; That Fruch has not chofen” priaces 
for its eee _ * HY: plain, if we | 
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ne Df, 878 dr 2 1 Nine aer 29 
Ix the kberey os thialing; Mid the em- 
peror. muſt not be limited; the liberty of 
acting will mne ee an 
„ eee eee all OY d Be. 
kſarius: it is in that reſpectathat man is Abr 
the immediate controul of the civil power; 
limits of law and natural juſtice,” it will have 
the leſs oecaſion for force to maintain its o-. 
dignity, and the: good order of ſociety. The 
baſis of authority is juſtice; remove the later 
and the former falls to the ground. I want to 
know by what arts of ifluſion is mortal man to 
deify himſelf, and induce his eee 
to be duped by the monſtrous apotheoſis to 
ſuch a depth of infatuation, as to. — 
ſword in hand, command mankind to believe 
what he believes, and think: what he thinks? 
Aſk the commanders of the army, whether the 
logic of the ſword has ever convinced the 
world? Bid them tell you what were the ef 
tests of violence and rigour againſt the Van: 
dals? I was in Sicily; Salomon arrived in the 
extremity-of deſpair: . All is over in Africa; 
« aid bez the Vandals have revolted: Carthage 
| 1 is at and they-haye. committed the vil- 
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arſon? hay have driven me beyon Al au- 
„en, Thus that brave met e | Ui 
ae : rpc ourſelves in ch | 
paſbona £008 e ines ent 
or pi — 
e 


terged Belihrina f. 
by 1 of eee pope Pg 
ant under and, — about diſtiao- | 
re to attend to At firſt. 
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would you have us employ. to make you ador- 
edupon earth? and if God would deign to make 
himſelf heard, the anſwer would. be, eee 
Iva viruses. , VA e © 190 

As ſoon a8 the emperor had . in bi 

= ſcattered thoughts, and compoſed Himſelf, and 
called to mind the enthuſiaſtic violence, the 
pride, and the unrelenting animoſity of the re. 
ligions ſeftaries that ſurrounded him, atid the 
counſels: they had giden him, he'broke out in- 
to a rapture. What's difference is here! A. 
man grown grey in the art of war, exbibiring 
a ſoul filled with benevolence, humanity; and 
meekneſs; and thoſe, who! would be deemed 
the miniſters of the God of peace, preach no- 
thing but implabsble terenge! Alas! the 
often bave I given way to a falſe zeal, which 
is no better than tyranny over che underſlan * 
ings of mankind! What à contraſt is here 
between the old hero and me! he is pious ind 
juſt, loves his God, and wiſhes him adered 
all; he only deſires, that all homage paid 3 
che Divine Being, ſhould proceed from Ad * 
n nee a Tall: we Re Hive 
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n peror and 1berius intheirgourney 


ger, Which they had Dot ſoreſecn ; and their 
deliverance. Was, refer ved by providena to 
make the! character of the brave old, e 
Wine iin Ihe greater en 
4 Tux Bulgarians, who had! only ee 
wm the foot of a mountain in Upper Theoen, 
having intelligence chat thein purſuers 
entered into quarters, and all the — _ 
quiet, they reſolvedto make an other excurſion 
into Jnſtinian's dominions. For this reason 
the detached ſeveral parties one of which, 
7 reached the retreat of Beliſar ius 


* when, they perceired-s carriage approachingy 

| - Which-blled. them with the hopes of a good 
beet. They immediately ſurtcunded' it and 
| took the emperor and Viber ius priſoners. The | 
3 1 Þ anderefs, upon their giving up all their mo- 
bey, ſpared their lives, but ſtill demanded a 


larger ſum for their ranſom. They were 
Zoing to lead them into captivity. The em- 
Peror N upon om to conduct them to 


* E LIS AR 1 8. 


the. place they: were going, when their full 


ranſom ſhould be paid. fHxſſuring them 
the fame time; that they had no reaſon to ap- 


of their enemies. 
Tur manner in which Ae Wen ddlivered 
7 had ſuch an influence upon the commander of 


the Bulgarians; that he demanded where they 


would-be conducted to. Near ſix miles, re- 


The Bulgarian was ſtruck with the ſound; and 


| faid, are you acquainted with that illuſtrious 
hero? The emperor replied, yes; he is thy 

ie . 4 II it be fo, we Will accompany yon : 
thither; and you do not need to make; yours 


ſelves in the leaſt uneaſy, 

- Beers arivs, on the! firſt notice. "Py ile 
arrival imagined they came to carry him” of 
a ſecond time; and his daughter, with tears; 
elaſped him in her arms, My father, fas 
the, Oh! my father! muſt we part again? 


-- Jv this inftant word was brought, e ; 
court-yard was filled with:an armed force; that 
ſtood. in formidable ranks round a carriagel 
Beliſarius made his appearance: and the chief 


of the: Bulgariaus immediately accoſting him} 


Hlaſtriqus hero, ſaid he] here are two mel 


ho claim an acquaintance with you, and call 


prehend any danger mung into che bands 
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plied the emperor, to the caſtle of Beliſarius | 
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vou their friend. What are their names, 
ſaid Beliſarius? 1 am Tiberius, ſaid che 
young man, and my father is made a priſoner 
with me. — Oh! yes, I know them, exclaim- 
ed Beliſarius; they are my neighbours, and 
my good friends. But you that lead them hi- 
mer, by what right have you laid hands on 
them? Who and what are youf We are 
Bulgarians, ſaid the chief, and the right of war 
is our claim. But every thing gives way to 
the eſteem we have for you. We ſhould but 
ill ſerve a prince who honours you, if we fails 
ed in reſpect to mne vou acknows 
ledge. Thou wonderful man! your friends 
are free, and to en 6 eee for toeir 
Aberty. {ug TEL r 
Ar theſe words; the 1 and Tiberi- 
ned an effort to raiſe. their arms and em- 
brace Beliſarius: the hero felt the chains which 
reſtrained them; and how, ſaid he, your hands 
bound in n and * nen _ 
immediately. | 
1 e 4 furprize, and won- 
der together roſe and throbbed wildly in the 
boſom of Joſtinian, Oh! h tue, ſaid he to 
pimſelf, powerful virtue! what an irreſiſtible 
empire is thine! a. poor blind old man, ſur- 
rounded with wretchedneſs, commands reſpect 
from kings! wreſts the ſword from the hands 
— | 
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the ſhame — covers me! Alas! it would bo 
too mild a puniſlimentk | 
Tux Balgarians were Aae 10 rewtw | 
the booty they had ſeized 3 By no means, ſaid | 
the emperor, keep it all as a gift, and reſt aſe 
ſured that I en . _ ranſom. Wr 
n bf | 
Tux Balgarisa chief, in ne of Be- | 
kſurivs, aſked-if he had any commands-ſor the 
king his maſter, Tell him it is my conſtant 
prayer to heaven, ſaid Belifarius,. that ſo vali» 
ant a 3 be the: vos hoon the friend _ 
my ſovereign. 
On! Belifarius, 8 Justinian ad 
FECOVE!L ed — gs and ſurprize, Oh, 
Belifarjus © what an aſcendant have you gain» 
eck over 8 of men! The very enemies 
of the empire eſteem and love yon! Do not 
wonder, faid the hero with a ſmile, at the in- 
tereſt I have with the Bulgarians, Tam upon 
good terms with their king: and but à fe 
days ſince we ſupped together. Where wag 
that, ſai& Tiberius? In the king's own tent, 
replied the hero; I forgot to mention that ad. 
venture. As I was on my journey hither; 
was, like you, made a priſoner, and conducted 
ha barbarian camp. Their king * 
1 2 
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where I felt into the hands of a roving: pare. 
u- How. faid Juſtinian, the king of Bulga+ 
ria a Know you, and not detain. you with him! 
Je was inclined to do t, returned the he · 

ro, but his deſigns and my principles did not 
rorr ae. He talked to me of 
taking my revenge. Who? I retenge myſelft 
A wigbty cauſe indeed for involving! a whole 
country in flames! Þ returned him thanks, a8 


e, to convey me ſafe — 


you may imagine, for the offer of his afſitance; Ke] 


and now, you fee, 9 r IR 
for met . iii Lf" LH © 
On! what drake W ies * 
norte fot the ſoul of Juſtinian, faid Juſtimian 
kimfelf; ſhould he ever know to whar cru} 
exceſs his ingratitode has been carried! Where 
mall he find a friend like you whom he has 
thus baſely injured? Alas? he is unwortby 
df any man's regard un n E = 
. ae 
Do not exaggerate the Mitter; bn 
Balifarius; feſter not the wounds of au aged 
emperor, but rather reſpect his years and his 
- misfortunes. He was ſur prized into that pro- 
ny againſt me, and I vin gire * a little 
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hiſtory 15 the aki There: are rindi re- 
markable eras in the progreſs of my ruin. 
The firſt was my entry into Carthage, Being 
maſter of Gilimer's palace, the uſe I made of 
his throne was to convert it into a tribunal of 
juſtice. In ſo doing, my intention was to give = 
weight and dignity to the laws: my inward. 
ſentiment was not legible to common eyes; and 
when a man ſeats himſelf on a throne, he will 
naturally enough have the appearance of try: 
ing how he likes it- That was an indiſcretis- 
on: but it was not the only one I - commits- 
ted · A very | whimſical kind of | curioſity | 
prompted me to dine at Gilimer's table, after 
the faſhion of the Vandals, and I was ſer ved, 
in the uſual manner of that court, by the offis- 
cers of the king: It was concluded, that I had: 
a. mind to ſucceed to the vacant throne, and 
appearances. gave ſome colour to it, A report 
of this ſoon reached the imperial palace. In 
order to counter work the effect of it, I deſir . 
ed to be recalled,! and' Juſtinian recompenſed 
my fidelity by a magnificent triumph. Gili 
mer, with his wife and children, together with 
all the accumulated treaſure, which for a ſeries 
of years the Vandals had raviſhed from the na 
tions round them, adorned the ſplendid pompy 
The emperor received me in the Circus, andy | 
| wage: from the throne, on-which he Was e 
"UV a | * 
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levated amidit the acclamations of a people al: 
moſt without number, be: ſtretched forth his 

hand to his ſubje&, with that air of majeſty and 
ſweetueſs, my heart exulted within me, and I 
ſaid to myſelf: This day's example will be pro. 
ductise of many heroes: Juſtinian knows the 
art of kindling emulation and inflaming the 

mind to glory: the honour of ſerving him will 
now be @ prize contended for. But alas} the 
triumph, which was to enſure proſperity 
0 the prince, began already to prepare for 
me a reverſe of fortune From that very 
1% 6 eee eee 
. 

A COURSE of vilihey' 7 OY years toge· 
ther, it is true, made: it neceſſary even fon 
Envy to keep: ſome meaſures” of decency: 
but provoked at laſt beyond all patience by 
the ſueceſs that attended me; ſhe dared" to 
ew hetſelf nr, e yy _ 4 
Barn. ö 

Tux Dae hand out of Ray, 4 


nad thrown themſelves into Ravenna: 1 laid 
2 to 07S "0 W — A , 


Raven * . eee 5 
| would all periſh before the town, in po _— 
_= ſcheres of -yain- glory; and in conſe 
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of ſurrendering, ambaſſadors from Jnſtinian 
arrived with: proffered terms of peace: .;L ifaw 
that the emperor had been impoſed upon, and 
I thought it would be treachery; on my part 10 
loſe the opportunity of making Italy our own 


I therefore declined to ratify: the conduĩons ot 


peace; the toun capitulated, and I way: aceuſ- 
eil of treaſon and renoh. Ehe charge had 
ſome foundation as yon pereeive; for 1 bad 
been guilty of diſobedience; and there was till 
ſomething more in it. The enem) : were diſ⸗ 
affected to their king, and made me a tender 
of their crowu. A peremptory refuſal mig 


embitter their minds; 1 returned a flumering 


anſwer, and that ſeeming acquialeence was 
deemed ſincere at contt. I was reralled, and 


the prompt obedience wich wh 
the! command dĩſconcet ted my enemies To 
the emperor's feet I led that very: Gothic king, 
whoſe crown I was ſaid to be ambicions o 
This time a triumph was bot allowed: me. I 
felt myſelf ſoreliy mortified/; on tho ot ſian. 
I 4; not mean to ſay that I was humbledam 


the fight of the people: far from ita n hn 
unue had ſufficient pomp, and the acclamati« 
ens of the public, who preſſed in crawds about 
me, would have ſatisfied a mare aſpiring van - 
ty than mine, But the cold retaption -L me 


— 


5 b I laid down 


with from the emperor, more than hinted ta 
me that he was not undeceived, and that a la- 
tent ſuſpicion was in ſecret itil} at work againſt 
me. Unluckily the impreſſion made upon his 
mind was not a little aggravated by the enthu- 
ſlaſtie admiration of the people; e al: * 
* the misfortune to be. Ly 
Axp now, in a ena manner, 1 
8 the place of the emperor; conſi - 
der the prejudices that had been infuſed into 
| his heart. Should not you have been piqued 
at the praiſe which xeproached yourſelt? Do 
you think the ſuppoſed ambition of a ſubject, | 
extolled to the very ſkies, would not have giv- 
en you umbrage? Should you not have ſeen 
| with ſpleen and: reſentment a whole people; 
wild with joy, and in the tranſport of their 
- hearts taking revenge againſt yourſelf, even to 
a malice of enjoyment, by giving me a popu- 
Aarity ſuperior. to the triumpli that had been 
refuſed ? Could you have ſhut your ear to the 
whiſpers of a court commenting upon the in- 
ſult offered to / majeſty. by the tumult of ap- 
plauſe that followed Beliſarins? My good 
neighbour, the greateſt prince is but mere 
man; they are all jealous of their power and 
their ſplendor; and if Juſtinian had not had 
vigour enough to ſubdue the little paſſions of, 
bis heart, and to pardon the merit which gro- 
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yoked-him, it wou'd have been by! no means & 
matter of wonder. And yet che emperar d 
conquer his j jealouſics : he controuled the weak 
neſſes of vanity and ſuſpicion, and onee mate 
confided to me the command of his ar mies and 
the defence of the ſtate. ' Bur another incident 
occurred which gave a byaſs to his judgments 
and made. we the object of his fixed averſion... 
1 ap finiſhed my career; and Narſes, wha 
ſucceeded me in Italy, alleviated all the pains 
of 1 my omn igaQtivicy by the victories he obtain 
ed over the enemies of my country. In his: 
fityation I imagined I had nothing. left but to 
cloſe the laſt Eve of lile in tranquillity, when 
of a ſudden the Huus made an irruption into 
Thrace, and ravaged all the country round, 
The emperor deigned to recolieft that Twas 
ſtill in heiag, and in diy old days Iwas charged . 
wich the command of an expedition, by hee, 
vent of which the empire was ſaxed fram ruin. 
ROE my grey hairsand.the furrows of mx 
orehead with an heltnet, eruſted over wich ten 


years ruſt. Fortune proved. favourable, and | 


A... Whil# the: city, was diterbed with 2: very great 
rü Beliſarius, formerly 2 moſt famous general, als . 
though now bent with ae, is ſent by the emperor a- 
gainſt the enemy. And he indeed with wonderful: 
gromptirude of wind performed the. office of x yaung: 
man, For that was the laſt engagement he was em» 
ployed in; nor did he acquire'leſs glory in that MA - 
thay in his vigory many yeats before over the Vandals: 
and ng.” 3 lib. * 
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Frepulſed the Huns, who were advanced vill 
iu a few miles of the capital. I laid an ambuſh 
for the enemy, and it ſucceeded fo well that 1 
Was regarded by the people as a guardian god. 
The whole city at my return, was one wild up- 
roar of joy and exultation, to ſuch a degree 
that I was much alarmed at che fatal conſequen- 
ces; which I then foreſaw: but how to appeaſe 
the violence of the populace? The emperor 
was old, and age bringsi infirmities with it. The 
Honours paid me by the multitude, and the ex- 
ceſs of applauſe that rung throughout the city. 
were underftood by Juſtinian as marks of diſ- 
affeQion, plainly indicating that his f ubjects were 
tired of his reign, and wiſhed to ſee him abdi. 
cate his throne in favour of the general who de- 
fended it. Miſtruſt and Jealouſy took poſſelſt-. 
on of biw; - and without alledging any ching a= 
gainſt me, he Judged i it right to remove ſo dan- 
gerous a man from his preſence. While ! paſ- 
led my time in obſcurity, a plot againſt the crown 
was diſcovered; and the conſpi pIFators, y without 

 dereing their principal. died in the agony of 

torture. But the filence'of choſe unhappy. men 
* interpreted by my enemies, and Calumny 
fur niſhed out a copions ſupplement. I was or- 
dered into confinement; diſcontent ſpread among 
A tanks of men, till at [ebgth, touched with 


euompaſſion for alm ſufferings, t the people ex- 


thero, and claſping him in his embrace. Mhat 
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preſſed their feelings without reſerve. Pity 

was ſoon inflamed to indignation, and by a ge- 
Fo revolt the emperor was compelied to give 
me up to the clamours of my country. In de- 


Priring me of my eyes, I am perſuaded, he 
thought he was difarming an enemy. That ' 


was neyer diſaffected to. him, heaven can bear 


me witneſs: but heaven, that reads the hearts 
of men, has not given that power to princes. 


You accuſe the emperor of ingraticude and in- 


: juſtice ; bur it was his misfortune, and got his 


crime, :to believe appearances, which perhaps 
would haje miſled Four e e in the W 
DUNG: 

Tus, hes miſerable, the moſt mitkeable of 
men, aid Juſtinian, throwing his arms about the 


means this burſt of avguiſh? enquired Beliſari- 
us lt is the agony ot a heart ready to break, 


Gid Juſtinian; Oh! Belifarius! that unjuſt maße 


ter, that barbarous tyrant, who rent your bean 
from their ſockets, and reduced you thus to 


miſery: and want, in bitterneſs of ſorrow and re · 


pentance, now embraces you, and throws him- 
ſelf thus upon you with all the compunction of 
ſenſibility and love. Thou my ſovereign! en- 
claimed Beliſarius.—— Tes, I am he! Oh! mp 


friend! my deliverer ! my protector! Yes, thow 


beſt of men, Jes, 1 am that unhappy prince, 
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thing now befits me, but thus to bathe the duſt 


man deceived by appearances, and ſedueed by 
<alumny! Though your error were even « 


_ erime, yet why degrade yourſelf thus? Wheres 
fore be humbled to an at ject wretch, a thing 


= nr l EGS 

Who has ſet the world au example of the baſeft 
<rucky and ingraiitude. Let me thus proſtrate 
at your feet, be humbled to that depth of low- 
neſs mhich my guilt deſer ves. I here forger 


my crown, diſhonoured as it is by the vileſt 


crimes; I am unworthy to wear it longer. No- 


under your feet with my tears, and hide my op- 


probrious dend this overwhelmed with Hame 
and infamy. - | 
_ 1 Awp will you! 4 aid he TENT e 
ing his maſter,/ who was almoſt ſuffocated with 
_Gghs and tears; and will you thus, ſaid Beliſa 
rius, folding the emperor in his arms, abandon 


yourſelf 0 deſpair? Shall the fenſe of a paſt 


error tale away the power, of atoning for it? 
Ohl my maſter, you are plungiug yourſelf in 


ſhame and diſtraction, as if you were the firſt 


vile and abhor red? You are my ſovereigu fill; 
reſume your ſtrength, nor let the recollection 


of an ungnarded moment rob you of a due re- 
; bw resener for. yourſelf, and the true ſpirit of vir 


In this conſternatiom of your heart, re- 


4 Lea upon all che good you have done mankind, 


and let that reflexion counterbalance the miſ- 
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take of Ai e 'B ; 
Blind” but" nations are freed | y your, patriot 
toll from the yoke of barbarians; the calamities 
of the empire ate all repaired, by your, prince- 
1y beneficence; and thirty years, of ' glorious 
ſtruggle for the "good « of mankind. haye. proved 
ro the univerſe; that Juſtinian was not à tyrant. 
Belifärius is Blind; but he forgives vou; and if 
you defire to repair the i injury you have done 
Him, the means are eaſy and in your power. 
Stant me only one of the many prayers and 
vows: T offer up for the peace C of the world, 
and1/ have full atonement. 5 

Conz then, faid the emperor. faarching| bim 


eagerly to his heart, come, my friend! my ge | 


nius! and my guide! Oh! come, and teach me 
to expiate my guilt? Come and exhibit it tomy 
court in all i its ſtriking. « colours: and let your 
| preſence; while it is a living memorial of my 
erime, be a proof of my repentance alſo. 

© In vain did the hero uſe every intreaty to 
: be left in ſolitude: to appeaſe the:anguiſh of 
the emperor's mind; he was obliged't to. comply 
With his requeſt, and promiſe to accompany him. 
The conſent of Beliſarius thus obtained, Oh! 
what a debt, ſaid Jaſtinian to Tiberius, what 
an unſpeakable debt do I now owe thee, thou 
good young man! What recompence can equal 
thy — virtues for the ſeryice they have done 
X 


wen- is true, my ſovercign, yon are not tich 


% BELISARIUS. 


enough, replied Tiberius, to requite me 38 I 
wiln. Give it in charge to Beliſarius to make 
& me retribution.” "Poor as he i 1s, he is yet maſ- 
ter of a treaſure which prefer to all imperi- 
al gifts —My only treaſure j is my daughter, ſaid 
Belifarius, and I cannot diſpoſe of. her better, 
With theſe words the hero called for Eudoxa. 
My daughter, faid he, fall on your knees to 
your ſovereign, und folicie his. approbation of 
our nuptia} union with the yirtuoys Tiberius 
Ar the name and fight of Juſtinian, the firſt or 
motion of nature in the heart of the heros 
daughter, was mixed with drea 9 6 and horror. 
A ſudden ſhriek burſt from her; (ſhe ſtarted 
back, and turned aſide with \deteſfarion. Ja- 
tinian advanced towards her. Condeſcend, Eu: 
don, faid he, to liſten to me; deign to lool 
upon me, and you. will. lee 2 penitent alm 
drowned i in his own tears? in bitter tears that 
uſh from thekeenelt anguiſh, andyillneyer dry 
heir channels till 1 deſcend in ſorrow tp my 
grape. Not ibis copious ſtream, not all the good 
I have done, can blot aut the memory of m 
gulltz but Beliſarius has: pardoned me; and nom, 
Laber, no proxe yourſelf his daughter, * 
| granting me your forgiyench „ 
1 HE A Eudoxa being giyen in worrigs 
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the emperor, and removed à part of the grief 
that he had been loaded with for the hard and 
unmerited uſage Beliſarius had met with. _ 
Ts ſudden revolution diſconcerted the in- 
trigues of the court; and when Beliſarius ar- 
rived, all the courtiers were put into the great- 
eſt hurry and confuſion. Behold, faid the em- 
peror, the upright hero you made me perſecute 
to his undoing; be gone therefore from my 


preſence for ever. I am fully perſuaded of his 4A 


innocence, and eſteem him for the many vir- 
tues he poſſeſſes, Your lives are therefore now 
in his power. His enemies were ſeized with 
the utmoſt avguilly; affright and terror ſeized 
the breaſts of every one of them. This change 
of fortune. did not elate* our illuſtrious hero; 
he uſed his power with the emperor to procure 
all their pardons, recommending it. alſo to 
him to puniſh all future delinquents with the 
utmoſt rigour. During the remainder of his 
life he was favoured with the confidence of his 
prince; and mankind would have reaped the 
benefits of his adyancement, but Providence ſoon 
' ſnatched him away. The emperor being quite 
worn out with diſtreſs and trouble, attended 
the obſequies of his faithful general; but no 
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